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Councils must fund 
teachers^ pay rise 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 
and JUDITH JUDD _ ' 

A repeat 'of last year's uproar 
over school spending' cuts 
looked inevitable, last , night, 
after h became dear that the 
Government will not fund next 
year's teachers' pay award.- 
Instead, the£300m thought 
to be needed ' for saiary inr 
creases wifihave to be. found 
from the £770m eannarfct|for 
education. in the 'the local abr 
thority settlement, announced 
yesterday by the Secretary of: 
State for ihe Environment; 
John G limmer: ’ Tfeaefare pm-- 
dieted it would lead toforihbr 
rises ih class sfaesnhd up . to' 
10,000 redundancies. . :■ 

At the same time, the Gov- 
ernmenl yesterday ' eased the 
capping .tides , T oh conrnH 



Under «tk John Summer; . 
has angered teachers ' 7 ■ ' 

now chiefly controlled by 
Labour and the liberal De- 
mocrats- to allow them to im- 
pose council tax increases of up. 
to 15 per cent next year, in the 
run-up to the gcmeraLelecbon. ■ 
County councils are to be. 
aQowed spending increases of 
at least 3 per cent and metro- 
pphtan antborilies alleast ^per- 
cent Thoserises could push up 
the averageBand C council tax 
of £543 by tfetween 10 and. 15 
pereenLThe^ckage has been 
deigned to m^ce it difficult for 
, coudcQs lo cfaj&Lthat they can- 
noi pass money earmarked for. 
education directiyah to schools: 

. Handing* She^haflenge to 
Labour. Mr .jGtimnrer said, 
the new cappraglregime, an- 
nounced as part ofn«n.year’s 
’spending regime for lOcu . gov- 
ernment, would alknr “gn^ter 
flexibility’'. 

’ “Authorities repeatedly^d: 
(hat they would use sudtrfiex£ 
bflity in a rwporisible way -and 
woidd not take this as a lk»nce: 
for a general increase iff spent 
ing and taxes, The Govern- 
ment and council taxpayers will, 
watch with interest how an- 
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Stamp of disapproval 

The Post. Office is threatening 
to raise, stamp prices and. cot 
jobs after the.* Government 
demanded it pay almost flbn to 
the’&easmy . 1 ; Page 25 


thorfties respond. We shah see 
where* their tine instincfeKe," 
M r Gtaaxoer said. * 

But parents and governors 
' who last year campaigned vig- 
; orously for the teachers’ pay 
. . award to be funded centrally, 
acd opi by local authorities, said 
they would continue Ih e figh t. 

Aroted £30(fcn oftbe £7/0m 
promised' for schob&5s. : the 
ifocfetwillbe eat^upby tnt 
teachers* pay.xite m Eefiniaiy, 
wfich inspected toJjearound 
. 3petcent 

i: !. jGflfian Shephard, theiJecre- 
tajy pf Slate for Edncation. last 
■ 'night wrdtctp tfaeTfeacfaets' Ray 
'-Review - Body, maJring.il dear 
that the Goverhmentwould 
-.not fimd die award : as it has 
sometimes dqne in the past. , 
f The remaming £470m of the 
.moheyaixnOniacd- in the Bad- 
g^wfll cover q^.ggffatjon 

indAto pn^ mVmh^rt: ThA 
resnltisthat there wiflVmfact, 
bem>extramoney forschook. 

-DougMcAvqy, general sec-' 
refaiy of the National Utrioffof. 
Teadteis-accased ministers of 


forcings councils to put lip 
council tax bills. :;.'V 

. ; "We wDgomto a downward 
spiral of worsening class sizes 
a^rednndandes. Howirany 
is -difficult to say because we 
' dotft know Bow die local au- 
thorities wxB respond," besaicL 
: V- Siinon Goodeaough, chair- 
: man of the National Governors’ 
Ooawftsaii“^wiDl»i»idt- 
mg-very baid for teachers’ pay 
: to be funded centrally.*” • 

1 • . Sir Jeremy BcKcbam, : the 
Labour cfeafonan of the Asso- 
ciation of Metropolitan Au- 
thorities, said yesterday he 
thought “‘most authorities will 
find it difficult not to raise 
council taxes”. • ; '. .- r ■ 

. The . challenge, was 'recog- 
msed, however, by frank Dob- 
son, Labours local government 
spokesman, wfoo- settled for a. 
low estimate of the possible 
. councfl tax increase. He said 
thatv pn: the Government’s 
figures “it qouH rise as much as 
52. per cent” but that with 
’ faghercharges for school meals 
and services such as home 
helps, the average household 
was BkfiJy to face a £108 increase 
next year. 

Budget projectionsof future 
spending pointed to council 
tax payees haring to find an ex- 
tra £35bn over the next three 
years, be »id, 'roughly equal to 
_, 2 p on tee stendani rate of in- 
-cometax: S'. ... •' 

.-■It was "Another example of 
i.tfre Government furtively fak- 
-ii^'iway .wite One hfedvtbe 

* Wgh% publiosetf thingsrihey 

vhare gjypn on the otheri’. ■ 

- ’ dassrooRi <Jash, jPag6 5 
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Dear Mr President, May the peace last forever | 

DAVID MCK1TTRICK 

Ireland correspondent 

The welcomes for President Bill Clinton 
in Belfast and Londonderry yesterdu> 
turned inio the nearest thing Northern Ire- 
land has seen to a celebration of the peace 
process. 

The President was given near-rapiurou?. 
receptions in Belfast, and especially in Lon- 
donderry. with tens of thousands braving 
cold winds to see him and Hillary Clin- 
ton. The visit, the first-ever by a US pres- 
ident to Northern Ireland, surpassed all 

X nations, with an outpouring of good- 
ivhich must have made Mr Climor 
wish the crowds had the vole in America. 

In Londonderry, he faced with a sea of 
US flags and thousands of beaming peo- 
ple who cheered and applauded as he quot- 
ed local literary figures Seamus Heaney and 
Brian Friel. Pride of place was given to 
SDLP leader John Hume, who rarely 
strayed from the President's side. 

A man in the crowd craned his neck for 
a better view; it was Martin McGuinne&s 
of Sinn Fein. Londonderry was clearly in- 
tended as a tribute to Mr Hume, but in 
Belfast, Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams had 
his moment, getting to shake the Clinton 
hand for the first lime in public. 

The President was mobbed on the Falls 
Road but was warmly received loo on the 
Protestant Shankiil, where shopkeepers 
who got to shake his hand wandered 
round in a semi-dazed condition, faces shin- 
ing from their brush vitli such celebrity. 

President Clinton's switch ing-on of 
Belfast's Christmas lights was designed to 
be the centrepiece but, in fact, the real 
highlight came when two children, one 
Catholic and one Protestant, were brought 
forward to read letters they had sent to ham. 

A ten-year-old Protestant boy. David 
Sierrett. read ouL “I think the peace is great 
because there is no shooting or bombing. 

It means without worrying about getting 
shoL” But the show was stolen by a fair- 
haired Catholic giri, 9, Catherine" Hamill, 
whose father was shot dead by loyalists in 
1987. Undeterred by a sea of VIPs and a 
battery of television cameras broadcasting 
her words lo millions, she said: "My first 
daddy died in the troubles. It was the sad 
dest day of my life. I still think of him. Nov. 
it is nice and peaceful. 1 like having peace 
and quiet for a change instead of people 
shooting and killing. My Christmas wish 
is that peace and love will last in Ireland 
for ever." she said. 

It could have been an awkward, corny 
moment instead it was moving, poignant 
and foil of hope. The Clinlon visit can eas- 
ily be dismissed by cynics as nothing more 
than electioneering: but for thousands yes- 
terday it was something much more than 
that a catalyst which brought them out in 
the cold lo acclaim the peace process and 
the ceasefires which, until yesterday, had 

Show-stopper President Clinton listening to Catherine Hamill, 9, reading her open letter on the troubles in Northern Ireland Photograph:AP gone uncelebrated. 
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Carey backs marriage and 
condemns living in sin 


ANDREW BROWN 

Retigfoiis Affairs Correspondent 

The Arribbisbopof Canterbury, 
Dr George Carey, yesterday 
denounced tire Church of Eng- 
land's report on family life 
which had suggested that the 
r.hrrr irih should drop the phrase 

“firing in snT. 

The synod “took note” of the 
report, Something to Celebrate, 
but in the form of a motion 
which unequivocally reaffirmed 
the Church's belief in hetero- 
sexual marriage, and com- 
. mended to aD Christian families 
prayer and grace before meals. 
• With, the evangelical party 


the new synod. Dr Carey said: 
“A married «nan and woman 
and their children should be the 
basic building block for fa m ily 


fife. Cohabitation is not and can- 
not be marriage in all but name. 
Marriage, not cohabitation, is 
the institution which is at the 
heart of a good society and let 
us not be reluctant to say so.” 

The report, published in June 
by a sub-committee of the Syn- 
od's Board for Soria! Respon- 
sibility, said the phrase “firing 
in sm” should no longer be used. 
The authors were warned that 
this phrase would cause trouble, 
but left it in because they were 
concerned that some evangeli- 
cal clergymen were refusing to 
many couples firing together. 

Dr Carey's attack, greeted 
with prolonged applause, was 
prefaced by routine praise for 
the work of the committee. 
Few other speakers bothered 
with that Dr Elaine Storkey. 
whose husband Alan resigned 



from the committee that pro- 
duced the report, asked: 
“Where is the theology of the 
report? It has a desperately aw- 
ful starting point. The report 
implies that everything is to be 


held together in a post-modern 
synthesis which ultimately de- 
nies the meaning of contradic- 
tion.” 

Earlier, the chairman of the 
Board for Social Responsibili- 
ty, the Bishop of Liverpool, the 
Rt Rev David Sheppard, had 
claimed that it would be unfair 
to publish Alan Storkey’s dis- 
senting report because this 
would imply that the rest of the 
committee from which he had 
resigned disagreed with him, 
which they did not. 

The Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, the Rl Rev Jim Thomp- 
son, chairman of the sub-com- 
mittee which produced the 
report, said in its defence: *T am 
sorry for the anger and the dis- 
tress it has caused, but we have 
to face the issues raised, as in- 
dividuals. as families, as a 
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It’s no 
accident 
we’re 


Jet grounded after mid-air shakes 


Astty Kbs tex* 

MP David Ashby’s Twife is 3 
“Jekyll and Hyde* character 
who regidarty attacked him; be 
told a Mbel triaL: . : . 

Medcaiad 

Medical spedafisafrom Britain 
and tte US jomed efforts tosaye' 
the Gre^ftanka*. \jRagel 2 

today's weatlier 

Most area&:wiU bftjmld srilh 
drizzle. Seriapn 'Bro, page 33 . 


CHRISTIAN WOtMAR- ! 

Transport Con^poridem-' 

A British Airways Bc®$ng 737 
which started ^bakini tmeon- 
trolfably bn a tes^^^t’has 
bemi grounded ihdeCiateiy by 
accident mvestigaforsr- who 
hope: it may solve 
of- two US plane ri^cs^ 
whidi a total of 157 people 


died., ■' 

F: The 737 fcbeiog subjected to-. 

. .si Avr' 


fon fiarin g the inridentonatest 
flight Srihe'aircraft after an 
overhauL The pilot of ihe KA 


, 737-200 was at about 20,000 were kdOli 
feet and Unveiling at54Ctaph 200 eras! 
.when he suddenly reported Colorad 
“rapid-roll osaSations”. He berl994 
. was able to land safely; killed wl 

' Boeing 737 s are the world’s the non: 
rmost triMiy mod commercial terflippi 
, jet. aircraft, with more than antes sb( 
^5t)0 in service. If a major de- Neithe 

i sfan ; fanft "were discovered plained I 
which needed hmneteate re- pected ; 
-•■'med^ treatment, it would l^d . redder, i 
fotefi^d&reptipff of servicea. control. 

’. BA. t^ 67 of the planes and Boein 

smd.yesteiday there had bees team wo: 
so problems wth its other air- since the 
jBriflt;-:;'.' - -! : :: moretha 

. ’ * >Mafoh . K91, 25 people redder e 


were killed when a Boeing 737- 
200 crashed on its approach to 
Colorado Springs. In Septem- 
ber 1994 all 132 on board were 
killed when a Til plunged to 
the mound near Pittsburgh af- 
ter flipping right over about 10 
miles short of its destination. 

Neither accident has been ex- 
plained but investigators sus- 
pected a problem with the 
redder, causing pilots to lose 
control. 

Boeing, which has had a 
team working on the problem 
since the first crash, has made 
more than 20 modifications to 
nidder equipment of the 737. 


The Air Accident Investiga- 
tion Branch has been asked by 
its US counterpart for details 
of any similar incidents both in 
Britain and in Europe. 

In the US, there have been 
at least 47 onexplained losses 
of control on 737s since the 
Pittsburgh crash, according to 
Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion records. 

As other countries may not 
have reported incidents, the 
Americans are trying lo find out 
about other cases in an effort 
to find the cause. One safety ex- 
pert said: “The number of in- 
cidents is worrying but the 


difficulty is that we have been 
unable to pinpoint the source 
of the problem. British Airways 
last oighL confirmed that its 
plane, which had been used for 
flights out of Gatwick. had 
been impounded until further 
notice. A spokesman said: “We 
have no idea for how long they 
will need the aircraft.” 
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Presidential plea: ‘You must not allow the ship of peace to sink on the rock of old habits and hard grudges' 



Reaching for peace: President Clinton shaking hands with Gerry Adams {Photograph: Sygma) Right: Hillary Clinton meets Joyce McCortons, who has lost 12 relatives in the Troubles (Photograph: Pacemaker) 

Clinton urges talks to cement peace 


DAVID McKTTTRICK 
Ireland correspondent 

President Clinton yesterday 
steered a middle course be- 
tween the British government 
and Irish nationalists in his 
keynote addresses in Belfast and 
Londonderry. 

He pleased London hy de- 
manding an end to the so- 
called punishment beatings by 
paramilitary {groups, and calling 
an organisations such as the 
IRA to acknowledge (hat the vi- 
olence was over for good. 

But at the same time he 
pleased republicans by staging 
a public handshake on the Falk 
Road with Sinn Fein president 
Gerry Adams, and by declaring 
in his speech: “You must be will- 
ing to say those who renounce 
violence that they are entitled 
to be part of the democratic 
process. Those who show 
courage to break with the past 


are entitled to their stake in the 
future." 

Those sentiments will also be 
welcomed by the Irish govern- 
ment. which has for many 
months been pressing London 
to accelerate the pace of the 
peace process and to move 
more quickly towards negotia- 
tions involving Sinn Fein' 

Nationalists were also 
cheered by the prominence giv- 
en by the President to John 
Hume, leader of the Social De- 
mocratic and Labour Party, 
during his visit to Londonder- 
ry. Mr Hume accompanied Mr 
Clinton throughout his ap- 
pearances in the city centre. 

There was something too in 
the a isit for Unionists, with Mr 
Clinton spending time in a lo- 
cal enterprise unit in predom- 
inantly Protestant east Belfast 
accompanied for part of the 
time by Peter Robinson, of the 
Rev lan Paisley's Democratic 


Party. The President several 
times pledged continuing eco- 
nomic support for Northern 
Ireland, something guaranteed 
to please all sides. 

His words, and his care to 
stage walkabouts on both the 
Falls and ShankiU Roads, were 
signs of the White House anx- 
iety to strike a balanced ap- 
proach in its interventions in the 
peace process. 

But although great care was 
taken not to offend any section, 
it is clear that the US adminis- 
tration leans more towards 
Dublin’s view of the peace 
process than to London's, 
agreeing with the Irish govern- 
ment that more push is need- 
ed towards an all-inclusive 
process. 

He illustrated this when he 
declared: “Engaging in honest 
dialogue is not an act of sur- 
render but an ad of strength 
and common sense. Moving 


from ceasefire to peace re- 
quires dialogue.” 

This view may coloar the at- 
titude of George Mitchell, the 
President's political ally and 
close friend, who is to head the 
international body considering 
the controversial ssue of the de- 
commissioning of paramilitary 
weaponry*. 

The success of the visit means 
that Mr Clinton is likely to 
take an even closer interest in 
the process in future. He said 
in one of his speeches: “You, the 
vast majority - Protestant and 
Catholic alike - must not allow 
the drip of peace to sink on the 
rock of old habits and hard 
grudges. 

“You must say to those who 
still want to use violence for po- 
litical objectives ‘You are the 
past, your day is over. Violence 
has no place at the table of 
democracy, and no role in the 
future of this land*.” 
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The President visiting East Belfast Enterprise Park 


Photograph: John Voos 


Immigrants ‘could 
lose child benefit’ 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Child benefit could be denied 
to thousands of immigrants un- 
der the new laws to stop abuses 
of the British welfare system. 
Labour's shadow Home Secre- 
tary. Jack Straw, warned last 
night. 

The savings on child benefit 
will amount to £ Ilhn a year un- 
der the Immigration and Asy- 
lum BilL published yesterday, 
but Labour said it would go fur- 
ther than intended and hit all 
immigrants. 

The Gcwemmcni admitted it 
was wide ranging but insisted 
that it was only intended to stop 
abuses. It could force the Gov- 
ernment to amend the Bill to 
tighten up its effects. 

The Bill also tries t>« tjckle il- 
legal immigrants who gain em- 
ployment but (he Government 
admits that it could cost business 
£ll.5m a year on extra checks. 

Attacking the measure on 
child benefit us -gratuitous'’. Mr 
Straw said it underlined the 
need for a special committee 
stagg for the Bill, which (he 
Government has refused. 

He said Clause Iflol the Bill 
gives the Government “the 
power to remote child benefit 
from anyone classified os an im- 
migrant which can include peo- 
ple who have indefinite leave to 



Jack Straw: Child benefit 
measure ‘gratuitous’ 


remain, the right to vote and Lhc 
duty to pay lax”. 

One Government source 
Mid: 'As drafted the clause al- 
lows us to proscribe all immi- 
grants to be excluded from child 
benefit. The intention is only to 
exclude those admitted to the 
UK who said they will have no 
recourse to public funds.” 

The Home Office took legal 
advice before introducing the 
legislation. Clause 10 is de- 
signed to stop overstayers, or 
G immonwenlth citizens allowed 
extended leave, to claim child 
benefit. It wfll clamp down on 
up to HUM i immigrants. 

Many have lived in Britain by 
leave ti <rycaiv hut have not been 


given status to daim benefit, and 
on entry’ signed forms saying they 
would not make such claims. 

Ministers privately confirmed 
that they were unsure about the 
legal scope of the Bill but in- 
sisted that it was not the inten- 
tion to calch aO immigrants. The 
issue is certain to become a bat- 
tleground for the controversial 
Bill, which is due for a Second 
Reading on 12 December, 

It has already led to accusa- 
tions of using the “race card" 
and angry protests, including 
paint-throwing at the Chair- 
man of the Conservative Party. 
Brian Mawhinney. 

Tim Kirkhopc. the Home 
Office minister responsible for 
immigration, defended the Bill 
and said it -would put Labour on 
the spot over whether it sup- 
ported abuse of child benefit 
claims by immigrants. “This is 
an extremely important mea- 
sure and I hope we shall get a 
move on with it because at the 
present time, we are under 
enormous pressure when faced 
with the numbers of asylum 
seekers coming to Britain.” 
said Mr Kirkhopc. 

The Bill is aimed at reducing 
delays and bogus applications in 
dealing with asylum, giving the 
Home Secretary the power by 
order to designate countries 
where there is in general no se- 
rious risk of persecution. 


Blair cools on single currency 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
edged further to a more scep- 
tical stance towards the Euro- 
pean Union last night, saying 
“there are considerable doubts 
about the feasibility" of the 
1999 launch date for the single 
currency’. 

Rather than monetary union, 
he said the priorities for a 
Labour government in Europe 
would be enlargement of the 
EU to take in countries in cen- 
tral and eastern Europe, reform 
of the Common Agricultural 
Policy and open competition in 
airlines, energy and telecom- 


munications. His comments on 
the single currency follow 
doubts cast on the 1999 
timetable by former Labour 
leader Neil Kinnock, European 
Commissioner, whose views on 
Europe are close to Mr Blair’s. 

“France and Germany are 
determined to press ahead on 
the Maastricht timetable,” Mr 
Blair told an American and 
British business audience at a 
Time magazine dinner. But he 
reflected a recent shift of em- 
phasis in European debate, 
which has focused on the prac- 
tical obstacles, with many econ- 
omists talking about 2002 as the 
earliest feasible dale, while in- 
sisting: “Britain’s attitude 


should not be to set out to ob- 
struct or to glory in difficulties." 
Mr Blair stressed that a Labour 
government would “keep our 
own options open” while “try- 
ing to ensure that the issue is 
handled constructively”. 

And his emphasis on en- 
largement conflicts with Fran- 
co-German orthodoxy, which is 
that closer integration must 
come before expansion. He 
pointed out that Britain would 
hold the EU Presidency in the 
first half of 1998. and he 
pledged that “a Labour gov- 
ernment will open negotiations 
with the first group of these 
countries" as the first priority of 
its presidency. 


He also tempered hispro-Eu- 
ropeanism with a vigorous as- 
sertion of the importance of the 
relationship with the United 
States, underscored by his 
meeting President Clinton on 
Wednesday. He urged the EU- 
US summit in Madrid this 
weekend to open talks on the 
elimination of trade barriers “to 
create a new Euro-Atlantic 
community”. 

Developing the “patriotic” 
theme of his Brighton confer- 
ence speech, Mr Blair insisted 
that devolution of power to a 
Scottish parliament and “deep- 
er co-operation” between Eu- 
ropean states were essential to 
a modern patriotism. 


Club opens to Oxbridge 


CLARE GARNER 

The long-running battle of the 
sexes in one of Britain's last re- 
maining bastions of male pow- 
er is about come to an end. The 
ultra-traditional United Ox- 
ford and Cambridge Universi- 
ty Club in PbJJ Mall has changed 
its rules to ensure women gain 
enuy to a club which for 178 
years has barred them from 
even using the front stairs. 
While 40 pcT cent of Oxbridge 
graduates arc female, only a 
non-voting, associate member 
status is granted to women. 

Results of a worldwide postal 


ballot show members “over- 
whelmingly" in favour of chang- 
ing the voting rules which have 
effectively prevented women 
achieving' full membership. 

Of the 3,500 worldwide 
members. 2.412 voted in the bal- 
lot. 2.087 in favour of resolution 
one and 2.054 in favour of res- 
olution two. 

Dr David Butler, the Oxford 
psephologist and television poll- 
ster who led the way for the 
mass resignation of all but four 
Oxbridge college heads last 
February, welcomed the news. 
“Now, thank god, it seems to be 
virtually the end of the story and 


good news for sane, sensible 
people. In principle I would be 
delighted to rejoin. 

Among the dissidents were: 
Lord Jenkins of Hillhead, 
Chancellor of Oxford, tw o Vice- 
Chancellors, the former diplo- 
mat Sir Crispin TtckelL the 
social scientist Lord Dahren- 
dorf, and other academics. 
Those who chose not to back 
the women included Lord St 
John of Fawsley, Master of 
Emmanuel College, Cam- 
bridge. The Duke of Edin- 
burgh, though kept informed, 
was not asked for his ballot. 

In 1993 members voted 3-1 


women 


in favour of accepting women 
on equal terms but. under the 
rules operating until this week, 
this did not constitute a major- 
ity. The earliest possible date for 
another ballot was 1998. 

This week’s changes mean 
that the interval between ballots 
on altering a fundamental qual- 
ification for membership has 
been reduced from five to two 
years (resolution one), and the 
majority needed in a postal 
ballot to approve such an al- 
teration is two-thirds of the 
members actually voting rather 
than 50 per cent of all members 
eligible to vote (resolution two). 


Ruling against motorist ‘further boost to cowboy clampers’ 


An Appeal Court ruling yes- 
terday on wkvkLlDIpjflg i»n 
private land could create a 
“cowboy clampers' charter", 
motoring groups warned. 

In London, three judges re- 
jected a motorist's claim that the 
damper's demand for a £40 fee 
to have his car released amount- 
ed to blackmail and therefore 


cancelled out his admittedly de- 
liberate trespass. The ruling 
contrasted with a Scottish court 
decision three years ago that 
clomping in a private ear park 
amounted to thelt and extortion. 

The Master of the Rolls. Sir 
Thomas Bingham, held that 
the clamper who immobilised 
David Arthur's Rover in a pri- 


vate car park in Truro. Cornwall, 
had reasonable grounds for de- 
manding payment and was en- 
titled to reinforce his demand 
by threatening to keep the car 
clamped until he was paid. Mr 
.Arthur had refused in pay to 
have his ear released and had 
instead relumed later and re- 
moved the damps himself. 


The ruling was criticised by 
the AA and the RAC who 
warned it could send the wrong 
message to unscrupulous dam- 
pers. “Cowboy clamping is a 
Nineties growth industry which 
costs ihe motorist £!50m per 
year,” said the RAC’s cam- 
paign's manager Edmund King. 

Mr King said the RAC’s 


damping dossier included a 
hearse damped outside a church 
with the body in the back; clam- 
pers who demanded a motorist’s 
gold tooth as payment in 
Sheffield: and two disabled 
women in High Wycombe, 
Bucks, who were damped after 
legally parking in disabled bays. 

An AA spokesman said: 


“New government measures to 
force unscrupulous private 
wheel dampers out of business, 
are needed now. Clampers 
charge as much as they want to 
release vehicles and they have 
been known to demand as 
much as £200 from victims. 
Many clampers are no more 
than modem day highwaymen.” 


However, in yesterday’s judg- 
ment the court ruled that a 
damper could not demand an 
excessive charge, nor could he 
exact payment by threatening to 
damage the vehicle or justify de- 
tention after the owner had of- 
fered to pay up. But none of 
those situations arose in Mr 
Arthur’s case. 


IN BRIEF 


Police to fingerprint 
children of seven 

Police in South Wales investi- 
gating an arson attack in which 
another and her two daughters 
died yesterday began a blanket 
fingerprinting campaign which 
is to indude children as young 
asseven. 

Seven hundred families have 
been asked by detectives to al- 
low their children to be inducted 
in the campaign foflowmg the 
discovery of a fingerprint at die 
home of Diane Jones, 21, on the 
Guraos estate in Mid-Glamor- 
gan. On 13 October, Ms jones 
and her two children Shauna, 
two, and Sara Jane, one, died 
in a fire started with petrol 
poured through the frontdoor 
letterbox. 

Ecstasy doubles 

The amount of ecstasy seized by 
police and customs has more 
doubled in a year, new Home 
Office statistics reveal. The 
number of doses seized in 1994 
rose from 300,000 in 1993 to 
700,000 in 1994. The number of 
seizures of ecstasy, which has 
been implicated in the deaths of . 
two teenagers at nightclubs and 
parties in recent months, in- 
creased over the same period by 
50 percent, to 3,600. Seizures : 
of all drugs rose to a record 
J 08,000 - up 23 per cent . 

TV licence rise ; 

i 

Television licence fees w£ll rise 
from next April by £3-50[to £90 
for colour and by £1.50: to £30 
for black and white, Tam Sprint, . 
Heritage minister, said; in a* 
Commons written reply. After , 
a review in 1993 the Govern-: 
ment decided that, forithe re- 
maining tbree years of -the 
current BBC Charter, changes, 
in the licence fee shodld con- 
tinue to be set at the ihflation- 
leveL Current licence fees are 
£86^0 for colour and £2830 for 
black and white. i i 

Kidnap charge 

Amm32,waschaigedjwitl] kid-' 
napping after the disappearance, 
of Natasha Jones, 9, anti Louise. 
Dixon, 10, from their homes on 
the Saffron Lane estate in 
Leicester for three days. He wfll . 
appear before magistrates today. 1 
Tne girls were found; safe arnf 
well by police at an atklresson- 
the estate on Wednesday. 

Man electrocuted 

A father-of-six was electrocut- 
ed as he was patting up Christ- 
mas tree' hgiits at Ids home. 
Martin Mojsefswife, Susan, and 
two police officers who were 
nearby tried to revive him but 
Mr Mojsej, 35, was dead on ar- 
rival at hospital. The tragedy 
happened at the family’s home 
in Bolton, Greater Manchester. 

Stamps up Ip 

ftrst Office bosses blamed an in- 
crease in the amount the Trea- 
sury annually claims for a Ip 
increase in the price of stamps 
next year, ending a freeze since 
late 1993. The demand is for al- 
most £lbn in the next three 
years - about as much as for the 
last ten. 

Heroic Santa 

A Santa Gaus foiled a teenag- 
er’s attempt to steal a toy from 
his Christmas grotto. Stan Eyre, 
84, tackled the boy he saw fak- 
ing a £1 plastic car from the Co- 
Operative department store in 
Sheffield and held on to him un- 
til security guards came to his 
rescue. Shop managers said de- 
cided against prosecution. 
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My wife beat me up, says Ashby 


REBECCA FOWLER 

David Ashby, the Tiny MR pre- 
scaled himself as a victim of 
domestic violence to a libel 
jury yesterday. He described his 
wife as "a Jckyli and Hyde" 
character who derided his 
impotence, 

Mr Ashby, who is suing the 
Sunday Times and Andrew Neil, 
its former editor, for alleging he 
Is homosexual, emotionally 
recounted his relationship with 
Silva na. his Italian wife. 

The couple, who met on a sid- 
ing holiday and married 30 
years ago, separated in 1993. Mr 
Ashby chokingly said his wife 
was still ■■wonderful” but she was 


prone to "flip” and subjected 
him to frequent assaults. 

In the course of their rows, 
said Mr Ashby. 5?, he was of- 
ten reduced to tears and his wife 
would cuddle him. 

Mr Ashby. MP for Leicester 
North West, denied he had 
ever retaliated. He dismissed 
allegations that he threw a wet 
sponge at Mrs Ashby, 52. when 
his mother-in-law was slaying. 

Richard Hartley. QC. for 
the Sunday Tones, which denies 

libel, said in the row that fol- 
lowed Mr Ashby, an cx-rugby 
player, put his hands around his 
wife's neck. "I assure you I have 
never rugby tackled, or bit my 
wife or anything like that,” Mr 



David Ashby: Denied wet 
sponge attack to libel jury 

Ashby said. “I have been 
attacked frequently by her." 
Although Mr Ashby said his 


Silva na Ashby: Wife who 
MP said was prone *to flip' 

wife was capable of affection, 
and had even embraced him in 
court that morning, he also de- 


scribed how she taunted him for 
his inability to have sex with her. 
"It was very hurtful," Mr Ash- 
by said. "She’d say *you’re not 
very good in that department, 
not like other men'." 

Mr Ashby claimed his wife 
had always been jealous of his 
relationship with their daugh- 
ter, Alex, 27, who sat with her 
father's solicitors yesterday. 

When Mr Hartley claimed 
Mr Ashby had confessed to a 
past brief encounter with a 
man to his wife, he denied iL 
But be said Ids wife had been 
abusive about his relationship 
with Dr Ciarian Kflduff, 32, bis 
neighbour in Putney, south- 
west London, with whom he al- 


legedly had a homosexual affair. 
He denied he punched his wife 
at the flat where they lived. 

According to Mr Hartley, 
Mrs Ashby saw her husband 
putting his aim around Dr Kil- 
duff through a window. When 
she forced her way into the flat 
he allegedly hit her so hard he 
feQ down the stabs. 

Mr Ashby denied both alie- 


i flat, started ripping down the 
wallpaper and was so out of con- 
trol Dr Kflduff called the police. 
“It was a nightmare," said Mr 
Ashby. At one point his wife had 
been so angry she shouted she 
was going to join the Liberals. 

The case continues. 


Tranquillity report: England’s oases of peace pay price for growth in roads and industry 



Picture postcard: The perfect image of peaceful village fife that has been 'shattered' over the past 30 years by pollution and urban development Photograph: John Ratter 


Urban sprawl 
takes its toll 
on country life 


Erosion of England's tranquility 



Tranquil 

areas 


JAMES CUSICK 

The post war idyll of England’s 
peaceful green and pleasant 
land is fast fading into the his- 
tory bookN. 

Images of pastoral retreats. 
Hovis-stvlc villages disturbed by 
the rattle of a bicycle and clear 
sides echoing to nothing more 
than bird song are under' threat. 

According to new research by 
the Councif for the Protection 
of Rural England, oases of 
peace have shrunk over the 
past 30 years m only three ma- 
jor areas of rural tranquillity . 

In new maps issued by the 
CPRE. the three large remain- 
ing “reservoirs” of tranquillity 
ate in north Devon, the March- 
es of Shropshire and Here- 
fordshire. and the Pennine**. 

The parts of England which 
remain free from urhjn blight, 
noise, pollution and over- 
crowding are estimated in be 
tour times smaller than in the 
Sixties. Over the past 3t» your* 
an area of tranquillity the size 
of Wales has been lost. The 
CPRE says industrial develop- 
ment. new roads and increasing 
traffic have left the countryside 
''shattered". 

The research is the most re- 
cent attempt to measure “qual- 
ity of life" factors once regarded 
as uu quant i liable, but '‘envi- 
ronmental evaluation" is now 
acknowledged as important 
enough lor the Department of 
Transport to carry out a noise 
and air pollution study. 

Tranquil areas are a planning 
foot dev cloned for the CPRE by 
the .ASH c* 'Rsulting group to re- 


place the simple split between 
rural and urban areas regarded 
as loo narrow. 

Tony Burton, the CPRE’s 
senior planner, said : “The 
built-up areas of England rep- 
resent 17 per cent, but the dis- 
turbed areas represent 50 per 
cent. It is crucial to acknowledge 
that development goes far 
beyond the physical bound- 
aries of brick and concrete.” 

Tranquil areas are defined as 
places beyond the immediate in- 
fluence of towns, roads, airports, 
overhead pylons and mining. 

Examining the shrinkage 
over the past 30 years shows, tor 
example, that in the South- 
east. the reasonably intact coun- 
tryside surrounding London in 
1%0 has completely fragment- 
ed. The CPRE blames a four- 
fold incrc.isc in road traffic, air 
traffic, new developments and 
the rise of the National Grid. It 
estimates it requires 150 miles 
travel from the capital to reach 
an area of tranquillity. 

The South-west, formerly 
England’s most tranquil area, is 
breaking up fastest: East Anglia 
is “fragmenting”: while the 
North-east is the least changed 
since the 1960s. 

Jonathan Dimbleby, presi- 
dent uf the CPRE. said the ero- 
sion i^f rural peace demanded 
action. "We are on the brink of 
losing l nuHjuiflity forever across 
much of England. The message 
of these maps is that we need 
an urgent reassessment of pri- 
orities if we are to avoid con- 
signing tranquillity to our 
memories and the history 
books,” 


J Early V Earfy 

1960s 1990: 

i 



Taking refuge 
in the quietest 
corner of all 


Regional changes over three decades 



1960s 

1990s 

Change 


tranquil areas tranqufl areas 


East Anglia 

72% 

64% 

-8% 

East Midlands 

70% 

56% 

-14% 

North East 

75% 

68% 

-7% 

Northwest 

67% 

55% 

-12% 

South East 

58% 

38% 

-20% 

Southwest 

83% 

66% 

-17% 

West Midlands 

70% 

55% 

-15% 

Yorkshire & 
Humberside 

74% 

60% 

-14% 

ENGLAND 

70% 

56% 

-14% 


Tranquil areas are measured as ... 


• 4km from a power station 

• 3 km from major motorways, large towns end major 
industrial areas. 

• 2km from major trank roads and the edge of smaller 
towns 

• 1km from busy roads and main line railway lines 

• beyond military and civilian airfield noise 

• beyond sight of open cast mining 


Each day. one local character in 
New Radnor leaves home and 
walks cheerily along the white 
line in the middle of the main 
street, all the way to the pub. 

This potentially hazardous 
routine has been going on for 
years but no-one is remotely sur- 
prised he remains unscathed. 

If the Welsh Marches is a 
haven of tranquillity then New 
Radnor (population 400) can lay 
claim to being the epicentre of 
its peaceful existence. 

Traffic jams occur just once 
a year when flocks of sheep are 
marched down Broad Street on 
their way for dipping. Adults 
seeking' a lift to nearby 
Presteigne can usually hop on 
the school bus - provided there 
is space. 

“When you feel lazy and 
have a letter to post you simply 
put it in vour own letter box - 
with the 'money for a stamp - 
and the postman will take it for 
you,” said Eric Smith, 54. 

Three years ago Mr Smith 
gave up his £45,000-a-year job 
as a petroleum chemist manager 
in London and bought a semi- 
derelict 14th Century mill in 
New Radnor for £80,000. Now 
he works as a self-employed 
carpenter and sells honey. 

“We can walk five miles up 
the valley and see nothing but 
bunnies and buzzards. The 
move has taken my family into 
a time warp,” he said. *Tvc tak- 
en an enormous drop in salary 
but it has not been a sacrifice. 
There is no way wc would ever 
go back to living in Surrey.” 

Around 10.000 tourists visit 
New Radnor each year. Most 


Old ways live on in 
the peaceful haven of 
New Radnor, writes 

Richard Smith 

are walkers who tramp up Mut- 
ton Drive to climb the wimble 
in Radnor Forest, or to see the 
spectacular falls at Water- 
Breaks-Its-Neck. 

The village is still mourning 
the closure of its bakery six 
months ago. But the grocery and 
butcher's store remains, along 
with a post office, hairdresser's 
salon - and para gliding shop. 

"It’s wonderful. I would nev- 
er live anywhere else. We are all 
going out feel first. ” said John 
Cooper.56, who bought The 
Stores with his wife 15 years ago. 

New Radnor has not always 
had such a tranquil reputation. 
In 1401, Owain Glyndwr cap- 
tured and beheaded a garrison 
of 60 men at the castle, which 
was later destroyed by Round- 
heads during the Civil War. 

At one time New Radnor 
boasted its own MP and was the 
county town of Radnorshire, 
with a weekly market and five 
annual fairs. 

The railway arrived in 1875 
to provide a seaside link with 
Aberystwyth, but the last train 
left in 1951 and a bypass has 
kepi traffic at bay since 1979. 

RoseGaribo.39, said: “There 
is vety little vandalism and the 
crime rate is low, although, 
having said that, tbe school 
was broken into last night and 
they took all the food from the 
freezer." 


TOMORROW: 96 PAGES, TH* BIGGEST INDEPENDENT MAGAZINE EVER 


Dulwich 
College, 
the school 
that lost 
its head 
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All you want 
for Christmas, 
a 32-page 
gift guide 
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New issue OUT NOW! 



“We’ve been 
extremely lucky 
-we’re hereto 
tell thaJale.” 
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In this month’s Q, R.LM. wax 
philosophical about the 132-date 
Monster tour that nearly finished 
them off They also walk away with 
the title Best Act In The World 
Today at the star-spangled Q Awards 
1995,revisited in all its full-colour, 
12-page glory: the hors d’oeuvres, 
the faux pas and the bon mots. 

m FREE GO! 

The very best of 1995 on one disc! 

ASSORTED 

(For Ease 
And 

Wizardry) 
contains 78 
minutes and 
16 artists of 

the highest calibre, including: OASIS, 
CHEMICAL BROTHERS, DELAMUM, CAST, 
PORTISHEAD, PAUL WELLER, TRICKY, 
EDWYN COLLINS and much more. 

njIlPTI CHER, TEENAGE FANDLUB, 

Uvr a menswear, supergrass, 

ETERNAL, HISTORY OF ROCK BY TABLOID. 



w °rid’ s only 
cholesterol-free 

review section: BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN, 
ROXY MUSIC, McALMONT & BUTLER, ENYA, 
HUMAN LEAGUE and HAPPY MONDAYS. 
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news 


Epidemic fear as 
flu outbreak 


momentum 


gains 

LIZ HUNT 
Health Editor 

Cases or flu and flu-tike illness 
ore sweeping the country in an 
outbreak that some doctors 
still fear could be the prelude 
to a Christmas epidemic. 

The latest figures show that 
there were 139 cases per 100.000 
of the papulation to the end of 
last week, up from 90 per 
100,000 a week earlier. This 
time last year, there were 30 
cases per 100,000. 

Central and southern Eng- 
land appear to be bearing the 
brunt of the Alness which is be- 
ing caused predominantly by the 
A/Johanniaburg strain o f the in- 
fluenza virus. 

A regional breakdown of the 
figures showed an increase from 
120 to 161 cases per 100.000 in 
central England, and 82 to 131 
per 100,000 in the South. In the 
North, the number of cases 
has more than doubled to 120 
per 100,000 population £rum5S 
in the previous week. 

Dr Douglas Fleming, direc- 
tor of the Royal College of 
General Practitioners' flu mon- 


itoring bureau in Birmingham, 
dismissed claims of a flu epi- 
demic, for which the official 
threshold is about 250 per 
100,000. A major epidemic 
would be 400 cases per 100,000 
of the population and above. 

'Today's figures are certain- 
ly below what we would regard 
as a national epidemic,” Dr 
Fleming said. 

The bureau collates reports 
from 93 GP practices through- 
out England and Wales, cover- 
ing about 700,000 patients. In 
total, there have been 77.000 
new cases of flu and flu-like 
Alness. 

The Department of Health is 
urging the frail and elderly, 
these suffering from chronic dis- 
eases such as diabetes, bron- 
chitis, asthma, kidney failure, 
and people with suppressed or 
weakened immune systems due 
to disease or drug treatment, to 
get vaccinated. 

Residents of nursing homes 
and other long-stay facilities arc 
also regarded as at high risk. It 
is estimated that only 50 per 
cent of those who need the vac- 
cine actually receive iL 


Around 6 million units of vac- 
cine are available, and health of- 
ficials say it will confer 70 to 80 
per cent protection against the 
A/Johanncsburg, A/Singapore 
and B/Beijing strains that are 
known to be in circulation. 

A/Johannesburg, Gist isolat- 
ed in the South African city to- 
wards the end of last year, is the 
newest and most problematic 
strain of this year's viruses. The 
other strains have been circu- 
lating for some time - or are 
closely related to previous 
strains - and many people will 
have some residual immunity. 

Major influenza epidemics 
occur when there are funda- 
mental changes in the genetic 
structure of the virus producing 
a strain to which few people 
have immunity and vaccines 
cannot protect against. 

Previous epidemics occurred 
in 1957 (Asian). 1968 (Hong 
Kong), and 1976-1977, which 
was due to Australian and Eng- 
lish strains. The last significant 
epidemic in Britain was in 1989, 
when flu-like Alness was be- 
lieved to have been responsible 
for 19.000 to 25,000 deaths. 



Artist’s ideal: A marble bust carved by the Italian Antonio Canova in 1817 for hi s friend, the British diplomat William Hamilton. The ‘ideal 
portrait’, in Sotheby’s sale of European Works of Art in London next Thursday, is estimated to reach £300-400,000 Photograph: Geraint Lewis 



Ford workers 
throw down 
pay gauntlet 
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TAX-FREE 

BnM:ri on maximum amount of £9.000 imcsinl 
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BARRY CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

Workers at Ford’s biggest plant 
in Dagenham yesterday over- 
whelmingly rejected a pay offer 
worth a mmimiim of 925 per 
cent over two years. 

More than 92 percent of the 
9,000 blue-collar workers at 
the Essex works, who makeup 
nearly half of Hard’s British 
workforce, voted to turn down 
the deal which gives 4.75 per 
cent in the first year and 45 per 
cent in the second year or the 
increase in the RetaD Price In- 
dex plus 05 per cent, which ever 
is greater. 

The news came as 15 mAlion 
local authority employees 
tabled a daim for a £4. 15 min- 
imum wage as part of a pack- 
age that would add an 
estimated 6 per cent to the 
£9bn pay ML 

While public service unions 
are seeking the increase from 
next April it could hold serious 
implications for the Labour 
P&rty if it forms the next gov- 
ernment in 18 months time. 
The party has been warned 
that if local government work- 
ers' aspirations are not met im- 
mediately, they will resurface 
under a Labour administration. 

In the motor industry. Ford 
workers are waiting the out- 
come of fresh talks at VauxhalJ 
scheduled for next Wednesday 
- the same day as an overtime 
ban is due to begin. Vauxbal! 


management has offered its 
9,000 manual workers 3.5 per 
cent this year and an increase 
matching the inflation rate next 

S ax. Both Ford and VauxhaH 
ve refused to address claims 
for a reduction in the working 
week from 39 to 37 hours. 

Steve Hait, district officer for 
the Transport & General Work- £ 

ers Union at Dagenham, said 
his members were convinced 
that the 9.25 per cent Ford of- 
fer did not compensate them for 
a considerable imp rov e m ent in 
productivity. 

“The offer does not meet the 
daim. If management proposed 
a 10 per cent increase and 
there was no concession on 
hours, they might be prepared 
to accept. However, manage- 
ment should be aware that their 
employees are very concerned 
about working time.” 

Whfle Dagenham and other 
small Essex plants have over- 
whelmingly rejected the pro- 
posed settlement as part of a 
consultation process, other 
works such as Halewood on 
Merseyside and Bridgend in 
South Whies are minded to ac- 
cept the package. 

Union representatives are 
due to meet on 12 December to 
asses the mood of the compa- 
ny's 22,000 blue-collar workers. 

If they opt for a ballot on in- 
dustrial action, it would take a 
month to complete and any dis- 
ruption would therefore not 
take place until the new year. 


Ancient Greeks 
hold the key to 
a healthy life 


UZ HUNT 


If \»*n had taken out a TESSA with the 
| Halifax when ii was launched. \mi would be 

looking forward lo a very hefn return. 

Vuu’d aheudx know that over its lifespan, its 

l 

I 

j interest rate and bonuses have made it one or the 

\ n him competitive TESSAs around. (Its return is 

the beM from anv top ten financial insii union.) 
[ .\nd vow'd be aware that come January, you 

I could he receiving as much as E12.n40.R6' tax-free. 
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Oh, well. The good news is that verv soon 
sou can invest in our TESSA 2, whether you've 
invested in a TESSA before or nut. 

TESSA 2 is being launched in January, so ail 
von need to do is send off the coupon, or call us 
free on 0800 10 II 10 and we'll make sure that 
you’re sent an information pack. 

In five years time instead of kicking Yourself. 
You'll just he giving yourself u pat on the back. 
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Get a little extra help. 
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The simple diet followed by 
Greek peasants is the key to a 
long and healthy life, and may 
protect against known health 
hazards such as smoking and 
lock of medical care, according 
to a study. 

The Greek variant of the 
Mediterranean diet - which 
was first identified as beneficial 
to health more than 20 years ago 
- combines the best of current 
scientific knowledge on healthy 
eating. But Dx Dimitries Th- 
chopoulos from the Harvard 
School of Public Health, who 
analysed the diet of 182 Greek 
villagers aged 70 and over, says 
that it was the “overall, dietary 
pattern" which explained their 
longevity and general good 
health. 

Their diet included whole- 
grain bread, potatoes and oth- 
er cereals. They ate cooked 
meals and soups, and salads rich 
in olive Mand accompanied by 
beans, lentils and vegetables 
were consumed in sizeable por- 
tions. Fresh fruit was a staple. 

Milk intake was low but 
cheese and yogurt was high. 
Feta cheese was added to sal- 
ads and vegetable stews. 

Meat was regarded as too ex- 

prefen^ fish. According to 


the report in the British Medical 
Journal, wine was consumed in 
moderation and almost always 
to accompany food. None of the 
pensioners was a heavy drinker 
no man drank more than sev- 
en and no woman more than 
two glasses of wine a day. 

During the six-year study 53 
people died - 30 (57 per rent) 
of tfiem men - and 1 / (32 per 
cent) of than smokers. Of the 
129 survivors, 61 (47 per cent) 
were men and 30 (23 percent) 
were smokers. Analysis of the 
individual diets showed that 
for those who ate more of the 
components of the traditional 
Greek diet, there was a 17 per 
cent reduction in mortality. 

Their diet - low in saturated 
(animal fats), high in mono- 
unsaturated fats, high in com- 
plex carbohydrates (from grains 
and legumes) and high in fibre 
(fruits and vegetables) - was 
naturally rich in protective an- 
tioxidant vitamins A, C, E, 
beta-carotene, important min- 
erals and other chemicals, like 
polyphenols and acthocyanines, 
associated with good health. 

This may explain the- para- 
dox that people living in rural 
areas of European' Mediter- 
ranean countries smoke heav- 
ily and have poor access to 
medical care, but generally sur- 
vive to a good age. 
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a little more leeway for local authorities, but they remain under heavy pressure 

as price for education boost 



increase or the estra.eost of the 
'fire,: police, education and so- 


We cracked down hard on dis- 
trict council spending- 
Thestandard spending as- 
sessment.- the amount the 
Government believes councils 

sho uld spend - has been ent by 

25 per cent, while they will be 
, capped if spending is iiKareased 
by more than 05 per cent. No 
extra spending at all has beat 
allowed for highways. 

. r The Department of the En- 


vironment said the capping 
regime reflected ministerial 
priorities of boosting education 
and the police during what had 
been a *very tough” spending 
round across the rest of 
government. 

The settlement could also 
lead to sharp councQ tax in- 
creases in London, with inner 
.Ixtndon authorities limited toa 
’ 15 per cent spending increase 
but set along with other coun- 
cils in the south-east, to lose 
£15 0m because of adjustments 


designed to take into account re- 
gional differences in earnings. 
These have narrowed between 
the north and the south during 
the recession. 

Government spending fig- 
ures allow councils overall an 
increase of 3.3 per cent or 
£1.4bn on total standard spend- 
ing - the amount the Govern- 
ment believes they need to 
spend. But local authorities 
said yesterday they were already 
spending £2. 1 bn above the lev- 
el the Government specified for 


last year, so that the increase 
does not even bring them up to 
existing levels of spending. 

But while John Gummer. 
the Secretary of State for the 
Environment, is allowing coun- 
cils a 33 per cent increase in the 

amount he believes they need 
lo spend. Government grant to 
local government is rising by 

only 2JS percent. On top or that 

is the ring-fenced extra alloca- 
tion of £4 18m for community 
care, a recognition of the rising 
□umbers of elderly people. 


Martin Pilgrim. Under-Sec- 
retary for Finance at the Asso- 
ciation of Metropolitan 
Authorities, said last night “'We 
might just be able to protect 
education and the social social 
services from further cuts this 
year. Bui we will not be able to 
protect other services." 

The Local Government In- 
formation Unit, a group fund- 
ed by local authorities and 
trade unions, predicted the 
package would lead lo council 
lax rises averaging 7 per cent - 


or around £4(1 on the average 
£543 council tax for Band C 
houses in England. 

The local authority settle- 
ment came as Stephen Dorrcll. 
Secretary of Slate for Health, 
announced health authorities' 
allocations for the coining year. 
Must will get a real terms in- 
crease of U.5 per cent from the 
extra £777m being distributed, 
although two. including Cam- 
den and Islington and Man- 
chester. are to face a spending 
freeze. 
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Education spending is not 
ring-fenced, socoimdUcffS muri 
■ deride whether- they are jwe-, 
-pared to allow largerelass sizes 
or to dose old people's homes. 

The Government’s strategy 
is to divert the anger of parents 


rises imist te fraKied out erf 
efficiency savings. • 

■ . Gillian Shephard,the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, hint-: 
ed yesterday in a letter to the 
Tfeachers’ i Pay. Review: Body 
that- she expected councils to 
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Nigel de Grucfiy, general 
secretary of the. National As- ; 
sociatibh of ^SchbohnasteK 
Umoh pf Worden Thachers, 
sakMhe 10,000 teacher redun- 
dancies .ffiisyear :COuk£be re- 


.. against cuts — away from itsetF 
and toward local councils. . 

Under hew rules amiounperf 
by John Gummer, theSeCre$aiy.' 
erf Statefor the Environment*; 

Government restrictions on 
what councils can sp^id -the \ 

cap r- will, be eared for all mw .- 
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councils must pay for children 
with special educational needs 
and for fitting seat belts to 
school coaches. ' 

David Bhmkett, the shadow 
Secretary of Stele for Educfl- 
tipn, said the Government’s 
proposals meaot a reduction in 
speniffing per pupil of £41, com^ 
pared .with mis year’s actual 
. spending. “Gill tan Shephard 
has beat trying to make out that 
education has been a winner in 
the Budget. With today’s piece 
‘ of thepgsaw unvefled , it is dear 
she has been a budget loser.” 

_ * ; Councils already spend 
£7tXhn above their standard 
l spending assessment, so any 
extra money for. schools will 
.have tobe nused through coun- 
cil tax revenue. _ • 

Sir Jeremy^ ^Beecham, diair- 
mm of the Association of Met- 
ropolitan 'Authorities, said: 
“The Government mq>eais to 
be aring us the choice be- 
tween raising taxlocaDy and tak- 
ing the Wame for that, or not 
i5qng it arid accepting that ser- 
vices will suffer.”- ■ . 
mr he Government’s, nursery 
-. voucher initiative suffered an- 
other blow yesterday when 
Bn.dringhamshire, the only 
. mtnammg Tbry shire county, de- 
dined to take part in next year's 
first phase.nrree Tbry London 
boremghs - 'Wfendswortii, West- 
-mrns ter and Kensington and 
Chelsea - wfl! rim trials of the 
scheme finomnext April. 



and her pupils at WhitehMI infants' school in the hut they call a classroom 

Pupils taught in ‘temporary 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

A thought struck Janet Galt one 
day as she was sniffing the 
shoes of 32 five-year-old pupils 
in an attempt to locate some 
elusive dog-dirt: “Is this what I 
was trained for?” 

Mrs Galt’s class is taught in 
temporary accommodation, put 
up in the 1970s, and to get to 


the dining hall or to assembly 
they have to put on then coats 
and walk down a public lane 
popular with dog-walkere. 

A desperately needed re- 
building programme at White- 
hill County Infants School in 
Crowborough. East Sussex, has 
just been delayed because of un- 
certainty over levels of govern- 


ment funding- Meanwhile, chil- 
dren and staff continue to use 
outside lavatories and meals are 
eaten in a prefabricated hut 
erected in the 1940s. Each time 
pupils are walked from one 
end of the split site lo the oth- 
er, 15 minutes’ teaching time is 
lost That adds up to three and 
a half hours per week in winter, 
when coats have to be put on, 
and less in summer - a total of 


about four and a half weeks' 
leaching time a year. 

This year, plans were drawn 
up, planning permisssion was 
granted and work began on 
clearing a nearby site. But now 
uncertainty about levels of gov- 
ernment funding has brought a 
halt to proceedings. Instead of 
funding part of the project 
from revenue, as planned, the 
council will now apply for a loan. 


Photograph: Andrew Hasson 


Mrs Galt first visited White- 
hill when the eldest of her four 
children, now 26. was about to 
start school. “When wc were 
shown round, the head looked 
at my younger children and said 
they would be In the new school 
before the little ones arrived,” 
she said. 

Everyone hopes it will not 
lake another 20 years for the 
promise to be fulfilled. 
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Charles II hid up an oak; Isaac Newton found inspiration beneath an apple tree. 
Some yews have been shading English churchyards since St Augustine's time, 
and others are older still. But then every old tree has its history, which is 
why we’re protecting landmark trees with our Esso Living Tree Campaign. So one 
day our great great grandchildren shall have them to climb in, and be grateful. 
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Anti-terror bans 
ruled unlawful 
by EU judges 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

Britain’s Prevention of Terror- 
ism Act, used to exdude sus- 
pected Irish terrorists from 
Britain, is in breach of EU law, 
the European Court of Justice 
in Luxembourg ruled yesterday. 

The Government now faces 
claims for thousands of pounds 
compensation from suspected 
terrorists who argue they were 
unlawfully excluded and chal- 
lenges to bans from 36 people 
currently banned. 

John Redwood, a leading 
figure on the Tbiy right, said: 
"The latest judgment underlines 
the urgent need for the British 
government to table proposals 
in Brussels and for the inter-gov- 
ernmental conference to curb 
the court’s powers". He said 
there were “all too many areas” 
where derisions made by freefy- 
eiected parliaments in EU 
member states were subse- 
quently reversed by "unelected 
judges in a faraway country". 

The Sinn Fein president, 
Gerry Adams, was excluded 
until this year, but the Home 
Office dropped the order after 
he began a challenge before the 
Luxembourg court. 

Although the Home Office 
insists its occlusion orders have 


an been justifiable, it has nev- 
er had to demonstrate inde- 
pendent backing for its 
judgement thai a person "is or 

has been concerned in the com- 
mission, preparation or insti- 
gation of acts of terrorism 
connected with the affairs of 
Northern Ireland". 

Stephen Grosz, solicitor for 
the former Republican activist 
John Gallagher, who brought 


safeguards against abuse of 
exclusion orders. 

A spokesman for the Home 
Office emphasised the Act 

would remain in force. He said: 
“Ws shah conadervexy carefully 
the implications of this judg- 
ment. But it is dear that it does 
not question the powex to make 
exclusion orders - it addresses 
only the procedures involved in 
making them." 

The legal challenge was 
brought by Mir Gallagher after 
he had been excluded from 
Britain as a suspected terrorist 
The European Court of Justice 
declared that the operation of 
the PTA was a breach of free- 
dom of movement guarante ed 
by the Treaty of Rome. The case 
wilJ now go bade to the Court 
of Appeal m London. 

Gallagher, 35. was arrested in 
London in September 1991, 


Drug dealers 
‘targeting 
hospitals’ 


GLENDA COOPER 

Drug dealers are targeting psy- 
chiatric homes where the mis- 
use of illicit drugs by patients is 
a “growing problem”, according 
to a mental health watchdog. 

The chief executive of the 
Mental Health Act Commission 
William Bingley said that while 
visitors appeared to be the 
main source of supply it was 
dear drug dealers were going 
into some hospitals to sell 

At the laimch of their sixth bi- 
ennial report, he added: “There 
is no common guidance or as- 
sistance given to staff about 
what to do. There is a desper- 
ate need for dear policies/ 7 

In a recent survey by the Roy- 
al College of Nursing, 70 per 
cent of respondents from both 
urban and rural areas who 
worked in in-patient psychi- 
atric services said the misuse of 
illicit drugs was a problem in 
their unit. Only half the units 
had a policy in relation to this. 

Cannabis presents the major 
problem, although the report 
adds “bard drugs are encoun- 
tered less frequently but may be 
more deleterious to mental 
well-being than cannabis". 

Viscountess Runciman, 
chairman of the commotion 
warned that miring ca nnab is 
with prescribed psychotropic 
medicines could have “a wide 
variety of extremely unwelcome 
effects" on mental health. 

The problems associated 
with the consumption of illicit 


drugs have been highlight ed 
from a staff perspective in a re- 
cent paper based on findings at 
Ashworth Hospital, a high-se- 
curity hospital- 

Staff concluded 'that illicit 
drugs caused a “general dete- 
rioration of mental health or ex- 
acerbation of existing problems 
„ with increased conflict be- 
tween staff and patients and 
amongst patients themselves". 

The commission also warned 
that there had been "no signif- 
icant improvement" on the 
question of bed shortages in 
acute psychiatric services, and 
women patients were being 
treated as a "disadvantaged 
minority". Many women com- 
plained of lade of privacy and 
harassment by other patients. 

Bed shortages woe no longer 
found only in London and ur- 
ban areas, but all aver the coun- 
try and it was accompanied by 
a “marked increase in disturbed 
behaviour" among patients. 

The pressure on beds was 
putting great strain on both re- 
sources and staff, the commis- 
sioners said and difficulties in 

foma^areas hadled to“Iow 
standards of safety, care and 
treatment" for some patients. 

At the same time, the num- 
ber of admissions under the 
Mental Health Act had in- 
creased dr amati ca l ly -by 31 per 
cent in the period from 1987 to 
1993. As a result, patients were 
being discharged early or shunt- 
ed between hospitals. 


Banned advert 
still on Internet 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The pressure group Friends of 

the Earth is hi g hli ghting the Ad- 
vertising Standards Authority’s 
inability to regulate the Inter- 
net by refusing to remove an ad- 
vertisement from it. 

The advert, which the ASA 
banned from the cinema in 
October, shows a mahogany 
seat overflowing with blood on 
to a white tiled floor. It high- 
lights the alleged murders of 
Brazilian Indians by mahogany 


ian government and had not 
given due weight to the pressure 
group’s evidence of the 
murders. 

FbE’s defiance is a challenge 
that highlights for the first time 
the ASAs toothlessness over 
regulation of the Internet Un- 
like in the traditional media, it 
cannot force the removal of 
advertisements. 


roline Crawford, the 
ASAte director of communica- 
tions:, said yesterday that she 
would be warning FoE that the 
October ruling which banned 
the advert from the cinema 
also applied to the Internet. 

But Tbny Jumper, deputy 
campaigns director of FoE, 
who claims that 23 Indians 
were kffledty mahogany 1 


between 1991 and 1994, said: “1 
really think a ruling from the 
ASA is rather a minor consid- 
eration given what’s happening 

in the Amazon." 

He daimod that the ASAhad 
bowed to complaints over the 
original advert from the Brazfl- 


only once before, when an 
ternet user complained earlier 
this year about an ad for com- 
puter products. It was put out 
by a private individual, who im- 
mediately amended iL 
Stricter sanctions are in {dace 
in the US, where Virgin was 
fined last week for failing to up- 
date an advert listing air fores. 
But the UK body has yet to 
agree sanctions in foe event of 
defiance from advertisers, part- 


not agreed as a group to 
its rcgulatagr code. 

“Discussions are ongoing 
about providing proper con- 
sumer protection for the 
Internet," Ms Crawford said. 
"Rassible options include the ex- 


served with an exclusion order 
and deported to Ireland three 
days later. He lost his job and 
hispossessions in Endnni 

He had been jailed m Ireland 
for three years in 1983 for 

session of firearms. He 1 
went to London looking for 
work and had a job between 

April 1990 and his deportaticn 
He has since lived in Dublin. 

After he was expelled, Gal- 
lagher wrote to the Home Of- 
fice insisting on a personal 
interview with someone nomi- 
nated by the Home Secretary. 

The interview took {dace in 
the British Embassy in Dublin 
but the nominee did not iden- 
tify himself and provided no 
info rmation about the grounds 
for Gallagher’s exciu&on. 

He maintained that he bad 
had no involvement whatsoev- 
cx hi political or parainifitaiy ac- 
tivity at the time of his arrest and 
challenged the ban. The Court 
of Appeal referred it to Lux- 
embourg for a guideline ruling 
on Article 9(1) of the 1964 
Directive which stated that 
national authorities cannot, 
except in emergencies, issue 
exclusion orders to foreign 
nationals “before a competent 
authority has given its opinion". 

Gallagher’s exclusion order 
was lifted at the end of last year. 



Wings of ambition: Juanita takes a perch on Roy Marsden at auditions yesterday for the part of Long John Silver’s parrot in Treasure Island, 
which opens at the Mermaid Theatre in the City of London today. The role went to Mac, a big red bird Photograph: toward Sykes 
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Adding bidder for a rail fran- 
chise has failed to find the 
■ ■ na ?“ to *** its bid, whflethe- 
poly passenger company, to be-, 
-privatised so far has beeu'toftf 
rt must pay -cash in advance" if 
its trains are to go. op operating. 

The difficulties fq? .the two 
companies shew; that private 

“nns seeking to join, railways 

may face insuperable problems 
just as the Ck^^maent is in-, 
creasingty desperate to see con- 
crete reaiitefrcwi privatisation. 

Yesterday,.' .semor political 
sources confirmed that Resur- 
gence Rattans, which had been 
given preferred-bidder status to 
run t& InierCity services out of 
Paddii^ton, has not satisfied the 
franchising director, Roger 
Salmon, that its bid has suffi- 
cient financial backing. 

Tfre choice to run Great West- , !. 

Railways of Resurgence . 
Railways, led by Mike Jones, a 
former rail manager, h«H sur- 
prised theindustiy as it had been 
selected against competition 
-from the in-house management 
buyout (MBO)bkL Mr Jocks was 
offering additional services to 
more towns by splitting eight- 
coach high-speed trains in two. - 

■Now the MBO team, led by 
: Brian Scott, the current man- 
aging director, seems to have a 
dear run. Because the Gov- 
enunent is in.sudb a rush to have . 
the first three franchises tied up 
before Christmas, Mr Scott is in 
an extremely good position to 
extract the maximum amount of 
subsidy from Mr Salmon. 

However, the third bidder. 
Stagecoach, Britain's largest bus 


in railway bids 





2018 





company, is also waiting in the 
wings. Stagecoach is now the 
only outside, private company 
with a chance of getting one of 
the first threeJines- It is one of 
two preferred bidders for South 
West Trains, the commuter and 


regional network out of Water- 
loo. against an MBO team. 

The third franchise, for Lon- 
don, Tilbury and Southend 
trains, is expected to go to (he 
MBO team. 

Meanwhile, Waterman Rail- 


ways, which bought British Rail's 
Special Trains division last year, 
is in dispute with BR. A memo 
from the British Railways Board 
director of finance, obtained by 
Labour's transport spokesman 
Brian Wilson, says that Water- 


man has “not been paying RES 
[Rail Express Systems) invoices 
and an amount ofapprorirruicly 
£lm is now outstanding”. 

RES is a division of BR 
which provides Waterman with 
locomotives, maintenance and 
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PGA TOUR 96 FOR CD-ROM 

More realnhc golf odion them ewer before, 
hr-ttore Price C 3^.99 t*VH£r J 2000 H 7 Wlirt 
ANY PC. PPlNTES. MODEM OB CD-TOM «f X 


RFA SOCCER '96 for cd-rom 

Ea Sports brings soccer games inks a re-* ere. 
r-lc-w with foster gomapJov 


EF2000 

FOR CD-ROM 

Vour chanae to fly ihe Eurefighler *3 
before (he RAF da. 


Microsoft 9 ENCARTA '96 
FOR CD-ROM 

The latefl very cm of the best selling 
Multimedia encyclopedia. 
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Dixorrs Deal 

£19.99 


(39,99 

Dixons Deal 

(49.99 


APRICOT M5540 

P75 PENTIUM*’ MULTIMEDIA PC 

• hid Pentium* 75MHz processor. 

• Microsoft Winder 95 . 

.. phis 6 CD-ROM titles inducting 
; - WOctane and Magic Carpet, 
i* 8Mb BAM phis 540Mb hard drive. 
’•Sony quad-speed CD-ROM drive. 


Dixons Deal 

159 ? 
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OWN ANY PC FROM ONLY d9* PER MONTH «19.9°/< 


HX 0 N 5 PC PLAN • Cheew cry *1 wdrcr ’-or- ok t* jit sni 'ongr J^n mft «Ws o 
prTptr and iftfcwefe) mi mdad* 3e mcrsrc iv 1 ®-/ wi*. OSefoc* ^ rcpoyiMre pfci wr ben 

vwt i*>* Kwh Ireajtrar s»tr - noonwn i : "E -amra] • Pm e runxnuis « i" ifose 

EXAMPLE ADVUJT uXT , 1 SO MUinMEDlAK W/S ;■* vOiNTHS CCiRP ftAN CCJaPRSmEMST/E 
CASH PWCf C) Si. [&C9 T Or C7?J j 9 mCWTViL' PARENT? C* £1 9 « TOW AMOUNT 
pAfAiHf £1452 . Wubmi quvtehcm Km D»cu Oc: MS “icrod Hcrpuood Hf2 71’ j. 


Jbuy now pay next year on 

ALL PCs & PC /PRINTER PACKAGES 





MAJOR debit CAROS ACCEPTS** 
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DCUVERY CHARGE £3-*B PER OKamm 




THE BEST DEALS FOR 


OVER 350 HIGH STREET BRANCHES NATIONWIDE. MOST STORE5 OPEN SUNDAYS 
TEL: 0181-200 0200 FOR YOUR NEAREST BRANCH 
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Train troubles: A diesel engine at Waterman’s depot In Crewe, Cheshire. The company Is in dispute with BR over £lm of bills Pnocogreph: Craig Easton 


route-planning scn.'ices. Peter 
Waterman has been involved in 
u length;, dispute v.ilh RES al- 
leging it has overcharged him. 

The memo says RES has 
■■refused to operate any more 
trains without cash in advance”. 


GLENDA COOPER 

Public health is threatened by 
discriminalion against people 
with HIV and ,\ids. according 
to a new report out today. 

Stigma directed against peo- 
ple with HTV/Aids cm foster the 
spread of the virus* by making it 
difficult for individuals to ac- 
knowledge their infection and 
ensure others are protected. 

The report by the UK Forum 
on HIV and Human Rights is 
launched on World Aids Day. 
whose theme this year is 
"Shared Rights. Shared Re- 
sponsibilities”. The World 
Health Organisation estimates 
that more than I4m adults have 
HIV or Aids - » million men 
and n million women. Every day 
more than b.fXW people are in- 
fected. More than 4 million 
adults are thought to have died. 

The forum says a fresh com- 
mitment to human rights is 
needed if prevention and treat- 
ment are to be successful, ft 
found that prejudice remains in 
many areas, including work, 
housing, and finance. 

A West Midlands Citizens 
Advice Bureau reported that af- 
ter a client, whu worked in a 
pub. cut his hand on a broken 
glass, the landlord and cus- 
tomers were told he was HIV 
positive and he was dismissed 
as the landlord “wanted to pre- 
serve the trade”. 

Another client returned to 
work after two months sick leave 
to find he was limited in the 
amount of machinery he could 
use and was required to wear 
rubber gloves for all activities. 
After further sick leave he was 
told not to return to work but 
that an alternative position 
would be found. It never was. 

The Disabilities Discrimina- 
tion Bill, which includes HIV 


and A/ds. is a “wvlci <me step”. 

the report says, hut “docs not 
afford comprehensive protec- 
tion”. 

As regards housing, the Aids 
and Housing Project 1^4 found 
in one study that 7*» percent of 
those with HTV had been forced 
in move by neighbours, famiiv 
and friends and 32 per cent hail 
suffered harassment. “Gareth”, 
who had beer rehoused in a 
council flat, had stones thrown 
at him in the street, his windinvs 
smashed and his flat fire- 
bombed. He spent £ I Jl .*) on se- 
curity equipment, but by the 
time the local authority offered 
him bed and breakfast accom- 
modation his health had dete- 
riorated ip such an extent that 
he had to be visited by a com- 
munity nurse at least once a day. 

As gay men are perceived in 
he “high risk”, financial insti- 
tutions have discriminated 
against them by denying them 
services or offering them at a 
greater cost, according to a 
Department of Health report. 
Aids and Life Insurance. No per- 
son who is HIV positiv e may ob- 
tain life assurance. 

Regarding women, research 
has tended to locus on HIV 
transmission from women rather 
than to women. In addition the 
specific treatment needs of 
women with Aids have received 
short shrift with most clinical re- 
search targeted at men, 

Ceri Hutton, chairwoman of 
the UK Forum on HIV and Hu- 
man Rights, said: "A strong 
commitment to the human 
rights of people with H I V is es- 
sential. individuals who are 
stigmatised may be less likely to 
be open about their HIV status, 
they may be less likely to seek 
the" information and treatment 
they need to maintain their 
health.” 


DAILY POEM 


Still Life 

By Thom Gunn 

1 shall not soon forget 
The greyish-yellow skin 
lb which the’ face had set: 

Lids tight: nothing of his. 

No tremor from within. 

Played on the surfaces. 

He still found breath, and yet 
It was an obscure knack. 

I shall not soon forget 
The angle of his head. 

Arrested and reared back 
On a crisp field of bed, 

Back from what he could neither 
Accept, as one opposed, 

Nor. as a life-long breather. 

Consentingly let go. 

The tube in his mouth enclosed 
In an astonished O. 

Thom Gunn was bom in Gravesend. Kent, in 1929. He read 
English at Trinity College. Cambridge, and since 1954 has lived 
in California, where he is Associate Professor of English at 
the University of California at Berkeley. In the mid and late 
Eighties he wrote a series of poems about the Aids epidem- 
ic, "this one among them, which are collected in The Man wiih 
S : ight Swears (Faber, £5.99). 


Water firms 
‘cheating’ over 
pipe repairs 


Many water companies appear 
to have pocketed cash ear- 
marked for pipe repairs, the 
main industry watchdog said 
yesterday. 

A report by the regulator, the 
Office of Water Services 
(Ofwat). says that leakage re- 
duction targets have not been 
met even though firms had 
been given permission in in- 
crease prices to pay for them. 

Labour immediately culled on 
Ofwat to name the guilty firms, 
saying companies were “coining 
money but failing to discharge 
their responsibilities”. 

Bui Ofwat refused to name 
firms individually - although 
each company is being told 
that it must meet the reduction 
targets set without asking for 
more money. 

The Ofwat report said offi- 
cials had been looking more 
closely at companies' leakage 
forecasts made when the in- 
dustry was privatised in 19S9. 

“In many cases reductions 
planned- and paid for. in the 
price limiLs set in 19S9 have not 
been achieved, - * it said. 

Ian Byati. head of Ofwat, said: 
“We have been looking dosely 
at whether companies achieved 
the leakage targets which were 
allowed for in price limits. 


“Customers expect more vig- 
orous action by companies m re- 
ducing leaks - and better 
monitoring of the position. 

He added: "Customers are 

also concerned about who pays 
for leakage reduction. Compa- 
nies should concentrate on re- 
ducing leakage where it is 
economic to do so. but cus- 
tomers do not expect to see in- 
creases in prices as a result.” 
Frank Dobson. Labour's en- 
vironment spokesman, said that 
firms were breaking promises 
made in 1989- and attacked the 
Government for failing to mon- 
itor their performance properly. 

“This report shews that Ofw.il 
and the Government have fall- 
en down on the joh. Neither ... 
appears to have noticed lhai the 
companies were failing to deliver 
on promises made at privatisa- 
tion." Mr Dobson said. 

"It shows that walcr compa- 
nies have taken money from 
customers in exchange for 
mending leaks without actual- 
ly mending the leaks.” 

The new attack came a day 
after Yorkshire Water caused 
outrage by announcing that 
it had made half-year profile 
of nearly £ 1 00m - even though 
taps across the county arc run- 
ning dry. 
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politics .... 

Scottish assembly debate: Forsyth upstages launch of self-rule blueprint with plan to give more local administrative powers 


Tories open 




JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

Michael Forsyth, the Secretary 
of State for Scotland, tried to 
upstage the launch of Labour 
and the Liberal Democrats’ 
blueprint for a Scottish parlia- 
ment yesterday when he an- 
nounced new measures to 
devolve power to local councils 
in Scotland and to democratise 
government advisory groups. 

In a St Andrew’s Day Jecmre, 
Mr Forsyth unveiled plans to 
transfer powers from the Scot- 
tish Office to Scotland's 29 
new unitary local authorities. He 
said he wanted to give councils 
a single allocation for capital ex- 
penditure and allow councillors 
to set their own spending pri- 
orities- He also planned to give 
authorities more control over 
housing, bylaws and education. 
The measures will be intro- 
duced next year. 

Mr Forsyth also revealed 
that the ScoLlish Economic 
Council, a group of business and 
union leaders who advise him 
on how to spend the Scottish 
Office’s £ 1 4 Jbn annual budget, 
would in future deliberate more 
openly to encourage wider pub- 
lic debate about spending plans. 

Mr Forsyth's proposals, 
which came one day after he 
granted the Commons Scottish 
Grand Committee of MFs new 
powers to scrutinise Scottish leg- 
islation and question senior 
ministers in Scotland, are the 
latest stage of the Govern- 
ment's attack on the devolution 
plans put forward by Labour 
and the Liberal Democrats. 
Ministers hope that by offering 
Scots administrative devolu- 
tion, they will blunt the case for 
legislative devolution. 

However, opposition MPs 
also used Scotland's national 
day to unveil their more radi- 
cal proposals at a ceremony in 




cut in 
of Scots MPs 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

A significant number of Labour 
MR believe a future Labour 
government would have to cat 
the number ofMPS in Scotland, 
according to a Hams poIL 



Northern exposure: Michael Forsyth with Tory Party helpers outside the Royal High School building, Edinburgh, yesterday Photograph: Colin McPherson 


Edinburgh. Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats - tacked by 
church leaders, councOlois and 
community groups - formally 
launched their final blueprint 
for the first Scottish parlia- 
ment in 300 years. 

Under the plan, agreed by the 
Scottish Constitutional Con- 
vention, a parliament of 129 
members would be established 
in Edinburgh to run Scotland’s 
‘'home amirs" - education, 
health, the law, housing, local 


government, transport, plan- 
ning, industry, the environ- 
ment, the arts and media, 
heritage, the national lottery, 
and sport Although the par- 
liament would be semi-au- 
tonomous and have the power 
to raise income tax by up to 3p 
in the pound, Scotland would re- 
main part of the UK, with 
Westminster determining poli- 
cies on the economy, defence, 
foreign affairs, immigration, 
nationality and social security. 


Tony Blair has promised a 
Scottish assembly within the first 
year of a Labour government 
Labour and the Liberal De- 
mocrats welcomed the blueprint 
as “the beginning of a new 
chapter in the history of Scot- 
land”, in which “unelected pa- 
tronage will be replaced by real 
democracy.” George Robertson, 
Labour’s Scotland spokesman, 
and Jim Wallace, the Liberal 
Democrats’ Scottish leader, dis- 
missed Mr Forsyth’s reforms as 


“totally inadequate to meet the 
needs of ordinary Scots”. 

But Mr Forsyth said a Scot- 
tish parUamentwhh tax-raising 
powers would “fuel wage de- 
mands and discourage inward 
investment,'’ he saicLThe Scot- 
tish National Party would use an 
assembly as a “springboard" to 
argne for independence. If they 
voted for legislative devolu- 
tion, Scots risi^“deqjwaHdng 

into independence", be warned. 

. The Tbries planned to give 


“new, real powers” to Scotland’s 
72 'Westminster MPX,ooundIs 
and dvk groups. This was “real; 
devolution for people, not for 
politicians". Holding out the 
prospect of further reforms, he 
said: “These measures are the 
first wave m a tide of reform 
which can sweep across , the 
shoreline of government to 
change the shape of it forever. . 
It can pour new life into our 
backwaters, to make our gov- 
ernment sparkle once again.”. 


the 

to premise to 
refer the issue, to an mdepen- 

dm * electoral erimmkrifmiaftef 1 
the general election. 

' Scotland has 72 MPs - many 
more in relation to its popula- 
tion Mr* 11 England — and some 
senior LaboarMPS believe that 
at would be “unsns- 
if a Scottish parlia- 
ment was set up. They say a 
Scottish assembly, responsible 
for Scottish .issues, with tax- 
raising powers, would remove 
the case for extra Westminster 
MPS. 

. - A quarter of the 65 Labour 
MFs interviewed by Harris 
agreed that “in the. event of a 
Scottish parliament being cre- 
ated with substantive powers, 
the number of Scottish MPs 
sitting at Westminster ought to 
be reduced". 

Predictably , none of the Scot- 
tish Labour KfFs agreed. All 16 
MPs who did agree represent- 
ed English and Wfelsh seats. All 
76CcmservaliveMPswhowere 
interviewed agreed that Scottish 
representation should be cut 
The poll is to be published in 
Pamanusntmy Monitor next 
week. 

George Robertson, Labour's 
Scottish affairs spokesman, this 
week soot a note to Labour MPS 
advising them howto defend tire . 
. party’s present position, which 


is to main tain the existing over- 
representation for Scotland at 
■Westminster. Scotland will still 
need Mft in Parfiameni to rep- 
resent its interests in UK eco- 
nomic policy, defence and 
foreign affairs, the note says. 

One MP who received the 
advice said Mr Robertson’s 
arguments “wouldn’t last two 
minutes in a general election 
campaign”. 

The Labour leader last night 
defended the party’s plans for 
a Scottish parliament. 

He mocked Scottish Secre- 
tary Michael Forsyth’s counter- 
plans to give the existing 
Scottish Grand Committee of 
MFS the power to summon 
“ministers more senior than 
Mr Forsyth” - including the 
Prime Minister. “They do not 
even begin to dose the demo- 
cratic deficit,” he said. 

■ The Government yesterday 
attempted to meet the damour 
for devolved democracy in 
Whies with a series of pro- 
posed changes to the Welsh 
Grand Committee, writes 
Patricia W^rm Davies. 

The plans were immediately 


as doing nothing to change its 
“talking shop” status. 

William Hague, Secretary of 
Stale for said he planned 
more-frequent grand commit- 
tee meetings, the introduction 
of qnestion times and, in line 


plans for Scotland, a new 
right for Welsh MPs to question 
visiting ministers. 

There will be no new leg- 
islative role for the committee, 
which currently has the power 
to consider, but not vote on, 
go v e rnm ent legislation. 


New rates from the Bristol & West. 

PREMIER OPTION BOND 

Interest rates effective from 1st December 1995 
FIXED RATE OPTION - Issue A 


| INVESTMENT | 

| GROSSW (Fixed) || ■ 

. NET- PA* j 


• INTEREST-PAID SIX 

MONTHLY 

£100,000+ 

0.90% , •••■ 

5.18% 

£50,000+- 

6.80% * - - 

• . ' 5^0% 

£25,000+ 

6.75% 

5.06% 

£5,000 (minimum)* 

6.70% 

5.03% 


INTEREST PAID MONTHLY 

£100.000+ 

6.69% 

5.02% 

£50,000+ 

6.60% 

4.95% 

£25,000+ 

6.55% 

4.91% 

£5,000 (mlnimum)+ 

6.50% 

4.88% 



RATE GUARANTEE: Bristol &. West guarantees that these rates are fixed until 3lst May 1996. 
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BRISTOL fir WEST BUILDING SOCIETY 
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n n «n nmtfr iiAmmai,. n», «a«ji «>«nt «■>■« ■■ ■iP B i—PonntawiilMpow w i-n w awiwttf b— cni»afl» w n»M 

t»w rtf»v H> gpdurtpi MM BUI Mem n PidHfd ntpH onm pwoatll l<m ta dn» »«> Bn ltnn, y CandWow nl fail Fo, cwMIgw of to K« 9* 

ftusn MkmuHCwAnikMwwtBliiMfriHw IWl BmuH a m (tald-f MMr h a ■r.br of n» BoUd.ni McMti U hoeUxi. ID* BHM« SocJrta 
DwtonmMnwrxlMilnnmnvihcCsMBiajAniPnaM MoiaWni MkBat%xbm»0 9a ir.Brud (tear. Omni. K097JUL 




out an Apostle’s view 


B eset by criticisms from , 

Tory benches, that he jls 
making divorcgkwo easy, Lord. 
Mackay of Qa^gehi, the Lord 
Chancellor, yesterday took" 
refuge in St Mark’s gospel as he 
offered the Family Law Bill for 
Second Reading. 

There, in chapter 10, Jesus re- 
minded the Pharisees that 
Moses allowed men to “put 
away” their wives because of 
their “hardness of heart". Lord 
Mackay said it showed that the 
civil legislator had to take ac- 
count of what actually hap- 
pened -and there was no doubt 
that in Britain marriages did 
breakdown. 

Britain in fact tops tbe Eu- 
ropean Union divorce league 
ana a minority of moralists in 
both Houses of Parliament be- 
lieve the B31 will extend the na- 
tion’s lead. It ends “quickie” 
divorces, substituting a 12- 
month pause for consideration, 
but also ends the requirement 
to prove fault by one partner. 

Lord Graigmyie, President of 
the Catholic Union of Great 
Britain, said that if Parliament 


! to mate divorce as sim- 
Istigrna^&eedndmexpeative 
Sle rt would become . a 
every-day affair”, 
lemn marriage would just 
become “ an old fesfepned " 
ofwordsin ancW 
emony". ■ ’ -i j 

Why should people 
□ousty what would 
“all that guff” about 
Us Do Part it Lord Crajgtnyle 
asked, “they knew very wdl that 
on the merest whim of one or 
the other they know that a 
statement could be laid before 
tbe courts saying the marriage 
is falling to pieces?” 

The former Chief Rabbi, 
Lord Jakobovits, suggested 
young people should be re- 
quired to undergo some pre- 
marital instruction to mate 
sure that at least some pitfalls 
as well as skills in home-build- 
ing were thoroughly known be- 
forehand. He did however, 
support the BflL “Sexual ad- 
ventures before marriage are 
bound to turn the eventual 
marriage into an anti-climax 
since ‘stolen waters are sweet* 


and illicit pleasures axe always 
more estittmg than legitimate 
joys,” Lord Jakobovits said. 
“Such marriages are often ru- 
ined before they start- try un- 



Countering a call from the 
moralists for a two-yearcooling 
off period, he said that while 12 

mo nths mig ht not seem long to 
peers, ft was a very long time in- 
deed m foe life of ayoung child 
living with uncertainty. 

>iy has to be ac- 
foere are limits to 


Pariian 


Stephen 
Goodwin 

Government had to protect so- 
ciety from ary looming peril. 

While reaffirming his view 
that “marriage should be life”, 
Lord Mackay said he could see 
“no moral intellectual or prac- 
tical merit" in the requirement 
to make allegations of fault in 
order to establish marriage 
breakdown. 


without earning too 
much hardship - particularly to 
children. Do we really want to 
mate things harder for children 
- are foings not hard enough for 
these innocen t victims of mar- 
riage breakdown?" 

Lord Irvine of Lairg, foe 
shadow Lord Chancellor, said 
Labour would put down amend- 
ments to try to remove foe 12- 
month embargo on obtaining a 
divorce as it was too restrictive. 
“If foe parties are able to make 
sensible and firm arrangements 
to protect foe interests of the 
children, we see no merit in 
holding them to a marriage 
which is dead and from which 
they wish to escape.” 

in further criticism. Lord 
Irvine said the Bill placed a duty 


on foe Legal Aid Board to 
refuse legally aided represen- 
tation in divorce cases in favour 
of mediation. Peers were being 
asked to legislate for a two-tier 
system - “proper legal repre- 
sentation and advice for those 
who can pay for it, and the lone- 
ly prospect of foe mediation 
room for foe rest”. 

For foe Liberal Democrats, 
Ead Russell said what should be 
of concern was not foe divorce 
but the underlying breakdown. 
“ Thinking one can prevent that 
by tightening foe divorce laws 
is a brt fike dunking one can pre- 
vent death hy postponing the fu- 
neral.” If Parliament really 
wanted to strengthen marriage 
- and he did - ft should be do- 
ing more to tadde questions tike 
foe hours of work which prevent 
so many couples from spending 
time together, child care and pa- 
ternity leave/ 


qp of Worcester, foe Rt Rev 
Philip Goodrich, said that by 
ending foe quidde divorce, foe 
Bill had the potential to make 
foe option for divorce harder. 


Can you beat it? 


|Q is the latest in exclusive, and unique offers from 
UniqueAir. 

Like the Motorola Microtac Duo, the phone 
with the unique flip design from mcL 

VAT, connected absolutely free to our Talk W* 
Sav e tariff. 

wrswmi tmM automatically adjusts all call 
charges according to usage, cutting your bill, ft's 
simple, it takes all the worry out of choosing the right 
tariff, and it could you as much as 20% on cad 
charges every month without any increase in the Low 
User monthly line rental*. 

Also unique to UniqueAir is a 
package. This Christmas you can give a mobile 
phone to anyone you wish and pay their first 12 
months line rental too. All the recipent of your gift 


pays for is their calls. So they get a wonderful gift,} 
and no nasty surprises. 

You won’t find better or more imaginative, 
deals available today. But at UniqueAir we believe 
you shouldn't decide the phone you buy and the 
tariff you connect to on the strength of an 
advertisement alone. <A rece nt independent 
survey showed that BHBQ poopie regret 
their decision.) 

We're B0DB3 to any one manufacturer' 
or network so before we sell you anything^ 
our in formati on centres wDl offer you as 
much QQQf advice as you need. For 
your n earest informatio n centre calf 
free on kgswuBcMaasM and we’ll help 
you make the right choice. . 
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FUUJ3ETML9LI 


TAKE THE UNIQUE OPTION. 


CELLULAR COMMUNICATIONS 


CALL FREE BETWEEN 8arn-10pm 

0800 33 88 22 


Prescott ‘tried 
to retract attack 
on Mandelson’ 


FWTRIC1A WYNN DAVlESr 
if Correspondent < 



r Prescott, Labour’s ( 

■leader, tried to retract 
rally critical comments 
one of lbny Blair’s most tzustr 
^•ed advisecs, to be shown on tele- 
vision fosmonfo. 

In p&uboraf The Wilderness 
T&ars s beginning cm BBC2 
on Sumfiy, Mr Prescott says that 
Iteter Matidelson MP, Labour’s 
former communications chief 
but now part of the de pu ty 
leader’s c a mpaign tram, had 
“extraordinary nrffnemnft, be^ ■ 
yond what he should have ex- 
ercised", at the time of M£ 
Precotfs 1088. challenge, fat- 
foe deputy leadership. 

Mr Prescott adds that, 
sure Peter would fed _ 
was carrying 

expected to doT; i ZX S&gSU 
“If you w© 
nock] and 
shadow 
Neil used to 
ing on and it 
“Well we, 
that wasn’t true aadWhcfocr be 
knew or not isanother matter 
but certainly iS^Siee were at 
ft and I dotftSfi&k it was lim- 
ited to Feter^ffcoddson.’’ 

In foe infiavfew, conducted 
in August M? Prescott recalls 
Mr KmeipkVadviseis as feel- 
well the leader feds 
iT! radios, of tins trouble- 
somejrriist and they play their 
partandfoere’s no doubt we felt 
very strongly about that, they 


weren't only whispering, they 
were pretty well shouting, what 
they thought bad to be a rub- 
bishing of me _ they feared that 
I might do a lot better than T 
did.” 

The following month Mr 
Prescott’s office made three 
attempts to persuade foe pro- 
ducerXJecvs Hakeway to edit 
ont the references to “person- 
alities”. 

MrBlakeway said yesterday: 

“’Hase was some concern ex- 




said they were under 
dhe impression that issues of 
TSOTiality weren't going to be 
chided in the programme.” 
Mr Blakeway said he had 


ly bn an editorial basis. 

In a passage on a television 
interview with Michael Meach- 
er, then Labour’s dnplqyment 
spokesman, Mr Mandelson de- 
livers a doughty defence of 
spin-dortors. T*Joboby was nn- 
.deimming anyone," he said. 
“What often the press office was 
doing was saving politicians 
from themselves, from their 
own gaffes, and from the mess- 
es that they had created. 

“When someone goes on 
television and does something 
which creates sort of palpable 
damage to foe party and foe 
message we’re l. trying to get 
across, it has to be all hands to 
the pump." 






















Changing face of Britain: Gender gap in consumption of cigarettes and alcohol narrows as household afflu ence increases 

Study shows 
more women 
work, smoke 
and drink 




JOHN McKJE 

Women are mtrhmg up with 
men in their consumption of cig- 
arettes and alcohol as they in- 
creasingly take on the burden 
of wage earning, according to 
statistics published yesterday. 

For the 12-month period 
ending March 1995, a survey of 
British households showed that 
28 per cent of men smoked, 
compared with 26 per cent of 
women. This contrasts sharply 
with previous surveys. In 1972, 
52 per cent of British males 


smoked, compared with 41 per 
cent of women. 

The gap in alcohol con- 
sumption has also narrowed. 
The 1994 survey showed that 27 
per cent of British adult males 
were drinking more than the ap- 
proved limit of 21 units a week, 
compared with 25 percent who 
exceeded the limit in 1984. 

The rise in female drinking 
is more distinct, however. In 
1984, 9 per cent of women ad- 
mitted to drinking more than 
the maximum safe amount of 14 
units a week. By 1994, the fig- 
ure had risen to 13 per cent 

The rise in the number of 


economically active women is 
well demonstrated, hi 1974, 57 
per cent of married British 
women were wage earners and 
the figure has steadily risen to 
thisyrar’s alttime h^h of 74 peT 
cent - the same as for single 
women. This contrasts with a 
decline in the number of men 
classed as economically active, 
from 93 percent in 1974 to 87 
per cent in 1994. 

The figures are revealed to 
the 1994 General Household 
Survey, issued by the Office of 
PbpuJation Censuses and Sur- 
veys. A total of 18,000 people 
aged 16 and over from 9,700 
households were questioned. 

Since its inception in 1971, 
the annual survey has revealed 
trends about British lifestyles. 

Increasing affluence has seen 
a continuing rise in the acqui- 
sition of electronic goods. Last 
year, 47 per cent of house- 
holds surveyed owned a com- 
pact disc player - an 8 per cent 
rise on the previous year . There 
was also a 4 per cent rise, to 
77 per cent, in the number of 
households owning a video 
recorder, and a 5 per cent rise, 
to 67 per cent, in the number 




1 



that had a microwave oven. But, 
in spite of this increase in con- 
sumer durables, the predicted 
Nineties boom in home com- 
puters has not materialised. 

While the number of house- 
holds with a home computer 
rose from 9 per cent in 1984 to 


21 percent in 1991, in 1994 only 
24 percent owned a home com- 
puter - the same as m 1993. 

\ferious reasons for the slow- 
down have been put forward - 
particularly that children’s in- 
terest of the Eighties has not yet 
been transferred to their par- 


ents. It is felt, however, that a 
boom in ownership may come 
in the nest mingrmhim, espe- 
cially if the Internet further cap- 
tures the public’s imag ination. 

The survey also showed a 
slowing down in the increase of 
single mothers in the Nineties. 


While the number of mothers 
who were single increased from 
7 per cent in 1971 to 18 per cent 
in 1991, for the last two years it 
has stayed steady at 20 per cent. 

One in 10 households now 
has a lone parent wife depen- 
dent, or non-dependent, chil- 


dren; 31 per cent of households 
were couples, married or co- 
habiting, with no dependent 
children; 25 per cent were cou- 
ples with dependent children, 
and 27 per cent comprised peo- 
ple living alone. 

The survey also helped to tfis- 


2.4 children. British parents in 
1994 had an average of 1.8 
children, and those in 1971 had 
2.0 children. The average is not 
thought to have been 2.4 since 
before the Second World Whr. 


Chief scientist in savage attack on UK arms industry 



TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

Britain's top scientist, fee Pres- 
ident of the Royal Society, last 
night launched an unprece- 
dented and outspoken attack on 
Britain's nudear weapons pro- 
gramme. 

In fee prestigious Anniver- 
sary Address to the society - 
Britain’s national academy of 
srieure -Sir Michael Atiyah de- 
scribed Britain’s co mmitment to 
nuclear weapons Over the past 
50 years as "iundamentaiiy mis- 


guided, a total waste of re- 
sources, and a significant factor 
in our relative economic de- 
cline.” 

Presidents of the Royal So- 
ciety never court controversy so 
the relentless criticism of the 
Government by Sir Michael, 66, 
who is internationally renowned 
as one of the world's foremost 
mathfttwarieians, is all the more 
provocative. He condemned 
fee Government’s current nu- 
clear policies saying “there 
Seems to be no long-term vision, 
only a complacent reliance on 


the status qua” Britain's nurtear 
status, he went on, was “psy- 
chologically understandable but 
economically disastrous”. 

Sir Michael was equally dis- 
missive of the conventional 
aims industry and criticised the 
UK's aims exports. “As a sci- 
entist, I cannot by my silence 
condone a policy which uses fee 
scientific skills of this country to 
export potential death and de- 
struction to poorer parts of the 
world, where their scarce re- 
sources would be better em- 
ployed on food and health.” 


Anti-personnel mines left 
behind when a war ends repre- 
sent “an environmental disas- 
ter”, he continued. 

Scientist* erviM /y mfrihutp. fn 

the technical problem of find- 
ing new ways of dealing with 
such legacies of the past, but 
these mine* shnnlH be banne d 

in the future, he said. “I regret 
that our governance t, while 
supporting weakexsteps, does 
not appear to be totally behind 
such a ban.” 

The peace dividend - “the 
conversion of .swords into. 


ploughshares” - which should 
havedoUowed the ending of the 
Cold \tar showed no signs of 
appearing, he said. The Min- 
istry of Defence employs many 
scientists and engineers who 

might in other rj m im*t « nCR* hft 

creating wealth for the nation,” 
but, Sir Michael continued, “I 
have failed to detect any con- 
scious policy on the redistribu- 
tion of sci entific resources.” 
Sir Mi chael said that scien- 
tists had a moral duty to voice 
their concerns on issues relat- 
ing to the applica tion of science. 


Over the past 50 years since the 
building of the atnrnir bomb, 
there had been dose collabo- 
ration between science. Gov- 
ernment and industry. While 

that had hmnght «nhrt*nti*J ma- 

terial benefits, it had “been 
bought at a price and public sus- 
picion is one of fee conse- 
quences”. 

Sir Michael went on: “The 
crucial question jfoAaeatists 
face is how to co#mct onr re- 
lations with Gowsnrfneot and in- 
dustry so asjft? regain the 
confidence a&ihe public. The 


only way is for scientists to 
speak out openly and freely, to 

rritirgge the, establishment w lign 
necessary, and to demonstrate 
feat independence of thought 
realty is fee hallmark of the sci- 
entist” • 

In an interview before he de- 
livered his speech. Sir Michael 
said that he was expressing bis 
own opinions and not those of 
the Rots! Society which “can- 
not embark on controversial po- 
litical matters” because 
individual Fellows of fee Soci- 
ety would have differing views. 
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trawl and command more respect In business, 
H pm speak another language. II also helps 
greatly with school progress. 

But many people are put off learning a language 
because they tear It takes too long, wiD be too 
difficult or bluntly, vrtl be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure mating and 
writing. The common complaint Is *1 can read a 
bit of French - but I cant speak if 

Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
team the ww you learned English -through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing ana 
doing. 


All THE WAVS TO LEARN' 


Physical Learnlag. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video ana repeating the phrases you 



THE METHOD 'WORKS 


1 ^ocatfau Maws sws, Tt^ radicany different - 
there are so rany features about It thi 
recommend it to the toner.' The Barton 
lastBote of New Zealand says, ‘Accelerated 
Learning Is tire new competitive weapon." 

Itausa says, "ft's rewtotionary.” The DaBy Hail 



He is retiring after five years as 
president and so feels feat in 
this, hk last speech as president, 
he is freer to express views he 
has held for maity years. 

There Is no Nobel Prize for' 
mathematics but Sir Michael 
holds fee Fields Medal, which 
is regarded as being fee equiv- 
alent, although he remarked 
yesterday that “it doesn't cany 
as much money”. He is also 
Master of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, and founder director of 
fee Isaac Newton Institute of 
Mathematical Sciences. 
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imitating is how 


Auditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
re al istic and Intriguing ratio plays on 12 
cassettes. You become absorbed In the story 
and motivated to hear whaft naxt The plays 
caver an the important situations youl meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily In a natural way. 

Thera are parts you can practise in the car and 
own a part where the story is repeated to music, 
a tectmjqoe that involves the left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain (music and creativity). 
The words become as easy to remember as a 
song. 

Vbm Laming, in your course the foreign 
language has the English text ImmerBatety 
alongside It helps you absorb the words 
raiuraBy and easily. Then key phrases are vividly 
and memorably illustrated through "Memory 
Maps'. When you recall the images, you recall J 
thewds. 1 


Total Involvement There are dozens of games 
and activities to Q6t you using your new 
language in natural and enjoyable ways. One, the 
Name Game, unlocks the meaning of ttiousands 
of words from the very first day. 

It’s the unique multi-media combination that 
engages your whole brain and gets you 
speaktaB confidently in such a short time. And 
fluent communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 
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The accelerated learning method 

HWBB 


are racing ahead.” The results are spectacular.” 

raCaadfTY news recently reported on a school 
where tan times more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marks compared wHh 
those usbg conventional courses. ' 

AsWriltaa TV news reported 'Astocishfnfl 
fluency.” They tSd two yeas wort; hi three 
months.” 

Itofrefc of computes for whom proficiency is 
vital use Accelerated Learning for language and 
general trambig - such as Air UK, Boeing, Boots, 
Esso, IBM, Kodak, Id, Rover, Glaxo, Sony. Tesco, 
Nesfle, Lloyds Bank etc. 
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the Institute of Linguists Preftranary Certificate. 
Think what you could achieve In a month! 

Order today on FREEPHONE (0800) 243351 
(24 hours) or use the coupon below. 

[FremlTD Gentian □"! 
j Spanish* □ Italian □ j 

| InidoseiiiyprilBiBdmBtiodol peyirwu (rtcti *8 be j 
| pnicesscd oety afbs- 1 decfcls to kKp my counse] □ 

■ □ QMWpayrMntot£99(pteS550ZW!p*Hy)- ■ 

■ Total 004.50 OR Q An Util (ripest Of ESL5Q (ncMng j 

1 24te0ei«tf Sotartby3ansecriteimntfy I 

] EM eart(ToU £11050) Crwfi Carts Orty. | 

1 1 enclose my cheque for £ _ or debit my | 

I Vsa/Accasscanl Expiry «b | 

| CARD M0: ~ " 1 

I MriMis/Ms I 




BT Phones. Were not talldng 
telephone numbers. 


Response 50 
Answering Machine 
Available in Grey 
or Blue 
• Time/date 
stamp 

•Remote access 
£ 59W 

Save £11-00 


AnB8URY^t»SLHP22a(r- 


Jta Uj*KfcrMNf¥ - 
























INDEPENDENT PSlDAY 1 DECEMBER lfl95 


AtJ " ■■■■' 


international 


PM on the danger fist: Prognosis remains bleak for Greek premier as rival factions in Pasok begin to •di scuss, the succession 

Surgeon flies to 
aid Papandreou 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Athens 

Specialists arrived in Athens 
from Britain and the United 
States yesterday to join the ef- 
fort to save Andreas Papan- 
dreou’s life, offering advice and 
experimental drugs as the 
Greek Prime Minister re- 
mained in critical condition on 
an artificial respirator and a kid- 
ney-dialysis machine. 

The Prime Minister, 76, may 
have been heavily sedated and 
unable to speak. Nevertheless, 
he showed a little of his old po- 
tentate's touch, sending his per- 
sonal jet to England to pick up 
Magdi Yacoub, the British sur- 
geon who did a triple bypass on 
him at Haiefield hospital in 
1988, and then flying him home 
again a few hours later. 

Professor Yacoub had just 
enough time to express satis- 
faction with the efforts of Mr 
Papandreou's swelling team of 
doctors, and to offer an exper- 
imental new diuretic to try to re- 
activate the Prime Minister's 
failing kidneys. He was joined 
at Mr Papandreou ’s bedside by 
an expert from the Mayo clinic 


in Minnesota who brought spe- 
cial nutrients to supplement 
the ever-weakening patient’s 
intravenous drip feed. 

With pessimism growing over 
Mr Papandreou’s chances of 
recovery, the mood of anxiety at 
the Onassis Heart Clinic has 
grown to near-hysterical pro- 
portions. Mmisteis shuffle word- 
lessly in and out, while in the 
evenings hundreds of support- 
ers bold candle-lit vigils outside 
and say prayers over religious 
relics. Yesterday being Mr fci- 
pandreou’s saint’s day, a large 
icon of St Andrew took pride of 
place in the hospital chapel. 

The official medical bulletins 
carried a note of cautious op- 
timism as the Prime Minister’s 
condition appeared Lo be sta- 
bilising. Doctors said they 
hoped to start weaning him on 
the respirator today and so cut 
down the risk of further sec- 
ondary infection. “He is fight- 
ing very strongly and very weilT 
said Gregoris Skalkeas, the 
Onassis clink’s deputy director. 

The prognosis remains bleak, 
however, with one independent 
medical authority in Britain 
saying Mr Papandreou was a 


condemned man even if the 
agony could, in theory, be pro- 
longed for days or even weeks. 

Despite the uncertainty, the 
first signs are emerging that 
politicians are seriously think- 
ing in terms of a post- Papan- 
dreou era. Political sources said 
the two hostile factions in Mr 
Papandreou’s Pasok party had 
begun negotiations to find a suc- 
cessor acceptable to both - 
assumin g Mr Papandreou does 
not name his own dauphin. 

The cabinet, meanwhile, ap- 
proved the 1996 budget, which 
aims to trim the public deficit 
in line with guidelines set out by 
the EU Maastricht treaty. 

The government also an- 
nounced that the acting prime 
minister, Akis Ttochadzopouks, 
would represent Greece at the 
ElTs Madrid s ummi t later this 
month. MrTsochadzopoulos is 
a staunch Papandreou loyalist 
and may use the occasion to pro- 
mote hims elf for the succession. 

He is not considered a heavy- 
weight, however, and is more 
likely to appear in a caretaker 
capacity while Pasok sharpens 
its knives to carve out the future 
back home. 
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Silver lining: Yannis Alevridis selling pictures of Andreas Papandreou outside the- Onassis clinic yesterday Photograph: Varinka Boseman/Reuter 
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PRICE PROMISE 


If you buy a toy from Dcbcnhams 
and then find it at a lower price 
elsewhere, within 7 days from the 
date of purchase, we will match 
the price or refund the difference. 
See in— store for details. 


Peking 
slaps 
curfew 
on Tibet 


TIM MCGIRK 

New Delhi 

The Chinese authorities yes- 
terday imposed a curfew on the 
cities of Lhasa and Shigatse to 
quell unrest among Tibetans an- 
gered by Pricing’s attempts to in- 
stall a' six-year-old boy as the 
reincarnation of a high Buddhist 
lama, according to Tibetan 
exile sources in India. 

Tempa Tiering, a spokesman 
for the govemment-m-exile of 
Tibet’s spiritual leader, the 
Dalai Lama, said that despite 
the curfew, protests by Tibetans 
erupted in Lhasa, Shigatse and 
Chambdo to protest against 
“this latest Ghmese affront to 
the religious sentiments of the 
Tibetan people". 

Chinese security forces in 
Tibet had been placed on alert, 
he added 

Using mystical divinations, or- 
acles and dreams in his search, 
the Dalai Lama announced in 
May that he bad fbtmd a young 
nomad boy, Gedhun Choekyi 
Nyima, who was the authentic 
reincarnation of the tenth 
Panchen Lama. 

Although it had been theTi- 
betan tradition for centuries that 
the Dalai Lama recognise the 
Panchen Lama - the country’s 
second highest religious figure 
- the Chinese authorities de- 
nounced the exiled Dalai 
Lama’s choice as “invalid". 

Tibetan exile sources claim 
that the nomad child and his 
parents were seized and taken 
to Peking, where they were 
placed under house arrest 

China denied that the boy 
chosen by the Dalai Lama was 
in custody. “He is not missing, 
nor is he incarcerated," said a 
foreign ministry spokesman, 
Shen Gucrfang. 

But he added, “We have no 
idea of the whereabouts of the 
soul boy designated by the 
Dalai Lina." 

The last Fhochen Lama, who 
died six years ago, stayed behind 
in Tibet when the Dalai Lama 
fled to India in 1959. Although ' 
many Tibetans at first de- 
nounced him as a Chinese 
stooge, the Panchen Lama 
spent the last 12 years of hisEfe 
under house arrest for 
denouncing the Chinese occu- 
pation of Tibet. 

Tibetan exile sources claim 
the Chinese authorities in 
Lhasa are planning aprajg&'of 
important Tibetan religKWp and 
political figures suspected of 
harbouring Tibetan nationalist 
sentiments. 

Several senior monks in Shi- 


Whistleblower set to put a 
match to tobacco barons 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Jeffrey Wigand has begun 
spilling the beans, and Ameri- 
ca’s hitherto impregnable 
cigarette manufacturers have 
begun to tremble. As the 
Attorney-General of Mississip- 
pi asserts, “Mr Wigand’s testi- 
mony is going to be devastating, 
for the tobacco industry.” , 
This week, after an extraor- 
dinary legal tug of wax, the 52- 
year-old former research chief 
of the Brown & Williamson 
company answered a subpoena 
and went to Pascagouk,*on the 
i Gulf of.Mcrico, tp gjve a first 
deposition mabenchmaikcase 
brought by M&issippL The 
state wants to reo&frec taxpaf- 
ers 5 money spentem felting dis- 
eases caused by ' ■ 

At first glance^fr^i^hd 
cuts an unlikely 
man who may change 
course of America’s tobacco 
wars - a biochemist and highly 
regarded manager in the chem- 
ical and drug industries before 
he joined B&W, a subsidiary of 
BAT Industries of Britain, in 
1989 at a salary of $300,000 
(£200,000). Four years later he 
was sacked, and today earns 


barely $30,000 teaching science 
and Japanese at a high school 
in Louisville, Kentucky- But to 
the tobacco companies he is the 
ultimate nightmare: the highest 
ranking, most strategically 
placed operative ever to defect 
to the enemy, the- man who 
knows the secrets. 

"these are rough legal times 
for*me industry. In Louisiana, 

; a huge class-action suit which 
theoretically could embrace 
most of the country’s 50 million 
smokers charges it with con- 
cealing the knowledge that 
smoking was dangerous. Five 
other states plan to follow Mis- 
sissippi’s example and seek re- 
imbursemenf of hundreds of 
mill i nns of Medicaid dollars 
disbursed on- those suffering 
fromsmoking-related illnesses. 

The federal government, 
whiqhistryingtoregul^to- 
j -bacco asa drug, is investigating 
-Whether in the 1980s the in- 
dustry breached anti-trust laws 
- by conspiring to stop develop- 
!.ment of a safer cigarette. In 
three separate but overlapping 
battles Mr Wigand is pivotal, 
with assertions that the com- 
panies have known for decades 
of the harm caused by smoking. 
This week in Pascagoula, his 


testimony was heard by state 
and federal lawyers. Although 
. it has been temporarily sealed 
by a judge* it is expected to be 
made available for the class-ac- 
tion case. It represents the most 
dangerous court challenge yet 
to an industry which boasts it 
has never paid a cent of dam- 
ages in a Lawsuit Cancellation 
by CBS of an interview with Mr 
Wigand for fear of litigation by 
B&W demonstrates the indus- 
try’s power, but this may well 
prove ephemeral. 

Already the transcript has 
been leaked of the CBS inter- 
view, in which be accuses B&W 
of using Goumarin, a dangerous 
"and possibly cancer-causing in- 
gredient, to e nhan ce the flavour 
of pipe tobacco. He also says the 
company stifled research into 
safer cigarettes: 

Having successfully threat- 
ened to sue CBS, the company 
took legal action against its 
former esecutive, claiming that 
the interview and any rature 
court testimony would breach 
a confidentiality pledge he gave 
B&W in 1993. A court in 
Louisville upheld that, but a 
judge in Pascagoula overturned 
it, saying Kentucky law bad no 
standing in Mississippi. 
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TheLand Rover Discovery is tfie best vehicle 
none too shabby on tarmac, 
it could be yours to pwnfor just £190 a month (plus 
deposit and final payment. And yoius to drive away this 
weekend. The package is called Freedom Finance and it 
gives you the followingi . ; 

The freedom to choose the amount of deposit; a 
guaranteed future value leaving you with positive equity 
at die end of the scheme; a Land Rover Discovery for only 
£190 a month; a choice of five mileage bands; insured 
payments with Freedom Coven a land Rover Discovery 
for only £190 a month; the reassurance that all costs 


involved are known from the start; a Land Rover Discovery 
for only £190 a month; and three end -of- agreement 
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options* (pay the final payment and keep the car; give 
the car back and walk away* or put the equity towards a 


new Discovery). And if you register the car between 
01.10.95 and 31.12.95 we’ll give you 2 years tree service** 
and Warranty back-up. If you’re interested in Freedom 
Finance, there are only two things you need do. 

Contact your nearest dealership. And cancel Sunday 
lunch at Aunt Jemimah’s. 

For further information: Freephone 100 Land Rover or fill in the coupon and post to: 
Land Rover, Freepost TK494, Twickenham. Middlesex TW2 SUM Fax to: 0181 894 3099. 
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autobiography 

‘To Be Honest 
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Racing Games: And They’re Off 

£24.99 

The Really Nastv Horse Racing Game 

£29.99 

Ron - Brem tier’s hilarious 
video ‘Creased Up’ £12*99 


Freak Football £12.99 
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Jimmy Taibuck’s latest 
video Nightmare Holes 

Of Golf £12.99 
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The Autobiography 

£12*99 

Face The hffesic - the tour 
video also available 

£12.99 


WH SMITH has the perfect gift for sporting heroes 


Over 270 WHSmHh stores open this Sunday*, contact your JocoFbranch for details. Wees correct a! time of going ta press. Subject to availability of WHSniith stores in England and Wales only. 
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Balkan peace: Strict Dayton 

Bosnia told 
to do more 
to calm 
Serb fears 


• ±2 

international 

timetable for handover of Sarajevo suburbs revealed as Pale stokes fears of a second Beirut 

Trauma will haunt 
an entire generation 


EMMAOMY 

Sarajevo 

The Bosnian government was 
yesterday urged to provide 
greater security guarantees for 
Serbs living in suburbs of Sara- 
jevo due to revert to govern - 
meat control under the Dayton 
peace plan. Under the agree- 
menu the rebel Serb army will 
move out, probably nest month, 
to be replaced by Nato troops 
and then government officials, 
prompting many local Serbs to 
seek new homes for fear of 
Bosnian reprisals. 

The French President, 
Jacques Chirac, wrote to Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton to express 
concerns about the agreement. 
Sarajevo is in the area to be held 
by French troops in the Nato 
Implementation Force (I -For). 
A US delegation visiting the city 
yesterday told government of- 
ficials they must do more to 
calm Serb anxieties, warning 
that the Bosnian Serb leader- 
ship in Pale may exploit fears of 
trouble in an attempt to head 
off the Nato deployment. 

Fears of Bosnian reprisals 
against Serbs in the suburbs of 
Ifidza, Grhavka, Ilijas. Vogosca 
and Hadzici, which are to revert 
to government rule 45 davs af- 
ter the transfer of authority in 
Bosnia from the UN to Nato, 
arc being stoked by Pale, which 
is warning of a “second Beirut". 
A huge exodus is more likely. 
Despite government promises 
of equal treatment for all citi- 
zens, local Serbs are anxious 
about staving once their army 
has withdrawn. 

Under a military annex to the 
Dayton plan seen by the Inde- 
pendent . the Serbs must with- 
draw all forces and weapons 
from the five suburbs within 45 
days of the transfer, which is ex- 
pected lo take place around 18 
December. 1-For will move in 
after 30 days. and. to ensure an 
orderly transition, the govern- 
ment will not be allowed to send 
in its forces until 90 days after 
the transfer. Soldiers who five 
locally and wish to stay (with- 
out weapons) must register with 
an I-Fbr post near their homes. 

Haris Silajdzic, the Bosnian 
Prime Minister and an advocate 
of a multi-ethnic state, dis- 
missed Mr Chirac’s complaints. 
“We have tens of thousands of 
Serbs living right now in Sara- 
jevo because Sarajevo has been 
for centuries a multi-ethnic 
town," he said. “All of us ... en- 
joy the same rights," 


His message was reinforced 
by the Foreign Minister, 
Muhamed Sacirbey, who signed 
on agreement yesterday with his 
Greek counterpart, Caroles Pa- 


latums between Sarajevo and 
Athens, which has close ties to 
the Serbs through the Orthodox 
church. The ceremony, wit- 
nessed by the Iranian Foreign 
Minister, Ali Akhar Vclayati, 
was a symbol that “Sarajevo be- 
longs to everyone", Mr Sacirbey 
said 

However, Mirko Pejanovic, 
one of the two Serbs in Bosnia's 
collective presidency, urged his 
government to gp further to re- 
assure Serbs in the suburbs, and 
asked the international com- 
munity to shore up Serb opin- 
ion in the face of Pale's 
propaganda. “The government 
is doing a lot, but it should be 
doing more," he said. 

Mr Pejanovic and the Serb 
Civic Council in Sarajevo, 
where around 25,000 to 30,000 
Serbs live under government 
control, said officials should 
offer an amnesty to Serb sol- 
diers, most of wham were con- 
scripts, and prosecute only “war 
criminals". “Every day the pro- 
paganda from Fhle fuels the 
time bomb," be said. “Many of 
[the Serb men in the five sub- 
urbs] were drafted into the 
army. If they have to leave, their 
families will gp with them.” 

Bui Mr Sacirbey said there 
was no need for an amnesty, be- 
cause the rights of all civilians 
were guaranteed, and that in- 
cluded soldiers, once they “take 
on the rote of civilians". He 
added, however, that in the 
next few days the government 
would publish “concrete pro- 
posals" on the reintegration to 
Sarajevo of the Serb-held areas. 

According to the Dayton 
plan, an international police 
force, organised by the UN, will 
move into the region to moni- 
tor law and order and train lo- 
cal forces. But the force will 
have ao authority to open fire, 
investigate crimes or make ar- 
rests: that will be up to the Bosn- 
ian police. I-For has the right to 
use force if the agreement is vi- 
olated, and the paper does 
guarantee rights to all citizens. 
■ New York — The UN Se- 
curity Council decided to end 
the UN operation in Bosnia on 
31 January, Renter reports. 
The counci] also voted to renew 
its mission in Macedonia for six 
months and extend its operation 
in Croatia until 15 January. 







JOJO MOVES 

More than 90 per cent of chil- 
dren living in me Bosnian dey 
of Mostar are believed to be suf- 
fering post-traumatic stress dis- 
order, laying the ground for 
more conflict as they grow up 
to be “aggressive risk-bakers”, 
a conference will hear today. 

Paediatricians and psychia- 
trists at the Children and Vio- 
fence Conference at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in Birming- 
ham will gamine issues in- 
cluding video violence, child 
protection and bow children are 
affected by war. 

Professor David Southall, 
who spent the 14 months up to 
June in Mostar, is presenting ev- 
idence gathered during a 
UnicetfChild Advocacy Inter- 
national project there in which 
7,352 children were treated. It 
found that as well as obvious 
dangers such as shelling, chil- 
dren suffer damage from the 
lack of simple facilities such as 
dental care and glasses. 

“I would say % per cent of 
children there are suffering 
from post-traumatic stress dis- 
order. Only the most serious, 
with severe behavioural distur- 
bances, were picked up by the 


CHILDREN 
OF WAR j 
APPEAL*! 


gressive.. There’s a whole gen- 
eration of very damaged chil- 
dren” 

One 11 -year-old gufs father 
had died of a heart attack. Her 
mother was later Idlfed by a shell 
in front of her. ‘After tins she 
went to pieces,” Professor 
Southall said. “When we saw 
her she wasn’t talking or doing 
any work at school, ws did alot 


of psychotherapy with her and 
she's better than she was, but 
you can’t undo that. It will 

haunt her for the rest of her fife. 

Many children had their 
glasses deliberately taken off by 
soldiers and stamped on ana 
had been unable to see properly 
for years. About 85 per cent of 
■ children suffered dental prob- 
lems. Hie charities have been 
campaigning for toothbrushes 
and toothpaste. 

-Child Advocacy Internation- 
al is one of four charities work- 
ing in Bosnia who will benefit 
from the Independent b Christ- 
mas charity appeal. Readers 
have already contributed 
£35,722, induamg £12,74-7 yes- 
terday alone. 



chfldmn in i 


Keeping their powder dry: Bosnian Serb soldiers dean a tank in the northern town 
of Brcko, on the corridor connecting Serb areas with Serbia Photograph: Reuter 


survey he s 
“They display ali the dassic 
signs. Some were, complete^ 
sflent, wouldn’t talk or work at 
school, or became highly ag- 
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• Unique wrap-around casing. 

• 18 hours battery fife. 
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Israeli pull-out passes 


Show-down: Israeli soldiers arresting a Palestinian at gunpoint yesterday during clashes in Nablus Photograph: Reuter 


RATR1CK COCKBURN 

Nablus 

A month ago settlers would 
have d e m o n s trated and right- 
wing politicians protested: in a 
mffii^can)pb«kleawoodon 
the main road into Nablus, the 
largest Palestinian city on die 
West Bank, Palestin i an police 

and Israeli soldiers are binkHng 

a joint office, above which wave 
the Palestinian and Israeli flags. 

In a fortnight the last Israeli 
troops will be oat of Nablus, 
winch will prabahfy become the 

future headquarters of Yasser 
Arafat, the FLO chairman. They 
have already evacuated the 
prison at the southern end of the 
city, lb avoid anything which 
looks like a retreat, the Israeli 
withdrawal is purposely gradual 
and surreptitious. 

The change is no less dra- 
matic for that “It is why Rabin 
died The right wing were des- 
perately trying to derail the 


process,” says one senior laaefi 
official. “There wasa rapid es- 
calation of violence hi October, 

because they knew we were 
passing the point of no return 
if we withdrew from the Pales- 
tinian dties.” No Israeli gov- 
ernment will be able to return. 
IsraeK settlers sense this. For 

the hard core, perched in hill- 
top settlements nke Eli and Kfar 

Thpu’akh, south of Nablus, the 
conquest of the West Bank in 
1967 was the divinely o rdained 
return to Judea, and Samaria. 
The belief that Yitzbak Rabin, 
the Prime Minister, was about 

offsrae'lwas at tbeheartof de- 
rrsirm by VTgal Amir tokfll tom. 

In tire wake of the assassina- 
tion than is little the extreme 
right and the settlers can do to 
resist. The Israeli array is puffing 
out ahead of schedule, and its 
last men will leave Nabhis Qnl4 
December, Bethlehem four 
days later and Ramallah, north. 


PHILISHAVE 


of Jerusalem, atthe end of the 
month. There are almost no 
protests, becaure the right is tty- 
mg to distance itsdf from the 
extremists. Even the SfiOO hard- 
core settieravriiom the govern- 
ment believes are. wining to 
use violence against other Is- 
raelis are keeping silent. 

Palestinians are more scep- 
tical than Israelis that they are 
seeing a real handover of po- 
litical power, “fa some ways it 
is a dream .come true," says 
Nader SalcE^ a sociologist atal- 
Najar tfervecsityin Nablus.*But 
peoplehere arc in an ambiva- 
lent anduncertaxn mOod” They 
still fearth£t,tfae Oslo accords 

.. Sudristhe speed of Israeli dis- 
engagement that a^power vacu- 
um has developcd.jn-Nablus. It 

Fatah and leads agrimp of 20 to 
30 gunmen. In the summer be 
called frequent strikes, pun- 
isbed dissenters by knee-capping 
and made himself tbe most pow- 

wftiT man in the City. 

Mr Thbouq s mwe than a lo- 


the confusion between the Is- 
raeli departure and the return 
of Mr Arafat "Some people see 
him as the last reminder of the 
radicalism of tiie intifada” says 
Mr Sa’id. “Five of my students 
from Balata refugee camp [on 
tiie outskirts of NabhrsJ came to 
me after I mentioned Tabouq in 
class and said: ‘He is our hero’." 

There is no doubt who wifl win 
tbe election for the new82-mem> 
ber Palestinian council on 20 Jan- 
nary. Dr Kan an says Fatah has 
been steadflygettingtfae support 
of 43 per cent of the 24 million 
Palestinians in the West Bank, 
Gaza and East Jerusalem since 
1993. Support for tbe Hamas Is- 
lamic movement and the secu- 
lar opposition has dropped 
sharply because “they were 

offered no alternatiS^ 6 ^ 

The Israeli withdrawal from 
tiw Palestinian towiB and villages 
of the Wfest Bank over the next 
month is themart radical change 
in relations between Israel and 
the Palestinians since the area 
was captured in the 1967 war. 
Such a convulsion would nor- 
mally create iqxoar bat, with tbe 
Israeli opposition paralysed and 
tbe Palestinians sceptical, ft fe tak- 
ing pare zn near total silence. 


B^ltot-rigging 
dm mar 
Mubarak’s win 
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ROBERT FISK 

Cairo 

President Mubarak — the “god- 
father of democracy”, as the 
Egyptian Gazette unhappily 
dabbed him tins week — ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at the 
vote.jfeitm.the lOtii-fibor of- 
the Egyptian Organisa- 
tion... of Human Rights 
yesterday, Negal d-Boiai was 
not so happy. “Wfe have so 
many cases of dtoaral viola- 
tions that we cannot yet count 
them afl,* he said “We’ve had 

ballot bazestt staffed with pa- 
pers that the poll had to dose 
at 11am — and when people still 
insisted an casting aypte, they 
got beaten up.” : 

According to tiie humani- 
tarian group’s secretary-gener- 
al, 74 electoral representatives 
were arrested by the police in 
■ Minya province md another 100 
in Beni Suef, not to mention 
more than 600 in Cairo — all 
picked up after formally sub- 
mitting their names and ad- 
dresses to Mmistxy of Justice 
officials as polling observers. 
“The main v»latkm was the ex- 
pulsion of representatives dur- 
ing the vote — 1 it happened in 
almost every Cano constituent 
cy,” Mr Borai alleged. “It was 
at this moment of expulsion that 
cards vftrt filled m with the 
namfes of National Democrat- 
ic Party candidates and stuffed 
into the boxes." The NDFs . 
chairman is a certain Hosni 
Mubarak. 

. With 21 -million Egyptians 
having the right to vote for a 
444-seat paafiament, it was per- 
haps inevitable that at least 
five people would die: two 
women beaten to death in an 
election battle ia a coastal vil- 
lage, an independent candi- 
date’s supporter stabbed fry 
NDP men m Cairo, a man shot 
de#a te a polling-station battle 
innffperjE£yptand aQO thetsb afc 
by. ironed police when protefflE- 
er^sConed another station m . 


: Hundreds were reported in- 
jnred. The Independent ob- 
served one middle-aged man in 
a grey gpBbtya gown, his face 
dowered in bruises, led into the 
Sayeda paBce station in central 
Cairo by a policeman. 

What no one doubted, of 
course, was that Mr Mubarak’s 
NDP would win at least two 
thfrds, perhaps 80 per cent, of 
the vote. That, after all, is the 
point of the parifamentary elec- 
tions — because the President 
needs two thirds of the parlia- 
ment to re-elect him ever y 'six 
years. “The weak point in our 
constitution is the need for tirfe 
President to have this paring 
mentaxy two-thirds majority,” 
Mr Borai said. “For tins reason 
he tries to make sore fKat he 
.gets 80 pCTcenttrftheMJte^o/ea 
if it requires him to rig the ejec- 
tions. This hasn't only hap- 
pened under Mubarak. It 
happened under Sadat and has 
happened since 1952.” 

The government, needless 


NDP didn’t need to interfere in 
the election results “because it 
is the biggest, most popular par- 
ty”. A few NDP candidates 
would face nm-off elections 
next Wednesday, he added. 
Early retains from 187 con- 
stituencies — for what they 
are worth, given the dduge of 
vote-rigging claims — showed 
the NDP picking up 72 seals 
against only five for combined 
opDOsition candidates. 


compla 
some cases ponce kept opposf 

tfons/orvanished whtmNTF 
men threatened to beat up op- 
ponents. On several occaaons, 
NDP men who stood as inde- 
pendents — apparently for fear 
that the government’s reputa- 
tion would lose rather than 
gain them seats — were re- 
ported to have found them- 



Hosnl Mubarak: needed to 
net two-thirds of the vote 

selves victims of vote-rigging. 
The Muslim BrotherhoodTbun- 
dreds . of whose members were 
. arrested in the week before the 
election, claimed that they 
might still win 25 percent of the 
votes which — in tbe words of 
their spokesman, Mahmoun 
Hodeibi — “means that we are 
a big power". 


short shrift of the government's 
chums of a democratic election. 
“A Black Day for Democracy,” 
was the headline on the front 
page of tfaeXfoeral party’s Al 
Atom. In tbe Nasser City sub- 
urb of Cairo, all opposition 
candidates withdrew from the 
contest an the grounds that the 
NDP had filled the ballot-box- 
es with fraudulent votes; Adel 
Himachi, the deputy leader of 
the L*iy«ir party — an Islam- 
ic rather than a socialist group 
— lost m the constituency. 

lh other areas, voters protest- 
ed that women were allowed to 
vote without producing their 
identity cards — allowing them 


of Wednesday’s very unique 
elections. *!A^ victory for democ- 
racy," the pro-gtiwamment dai- 
ly trumpeted 

Nabil Osman^the head of fbe 
government’s information ser- 
vice, insisted that Mr Mubarak’s 


^ Back at tiie Egyptian Oi 
. ganisation of Human Rights, M 
Borai received a phone call i 
the early afternoon yesterda 
from a senior affioer in the Stal 
Security Police. Didn’t he thin 
the election had been both fre 
and fair, the secretary-gen en 
was asked? Deluged by phon 
calls from his election ot 
servers, all announcing irregi 
laxities at the polling station 
Mr B orai demurred.' TU b 
writing a report about it an 


eminent, he sard diplomati- 
cally- Whether he thought the 
government would read it was 
another matter. . 
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Global-wanning debate: Scientists agree world temperatures are rising but cannot find consensus on whether Man is to blame 

Science 
‘using 
language 
of the 
adman’ 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

Official predict ions of man- 
made global warming may have 
mistaken cause and effect, ac- 
cording to scientists sceptical of 
3 link with fossil-fuel burning. 

Global temperatures may be 
rising naturally, and as a con- 
sequence increasing the carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere, 
rather than man-made pro- 
duction of this greenhouse gas 
being the cause of global warm- 
ing and increasing tempera- 
tures. according to Jack Barrett, 
of the department of chemistry 
at Imperial College in London. 

The Inter-governmental Pan- 
el on Climate Change (IPCC) 
which, as reported in yesterday's 
Independent, has now agreed 
that nun-made global wanning 
is underway, may be pulling the 
can before' the horse. Dr Bar- 
rett sdd. He cast doubt on of- 
ficial predictions that the 
concentrations of carbon diox- 
ide could double. “I don't 
helicre it can or will happen.” 
he said. 

Dr Barrel! believes that the 
oceans will act as a "sink” for 
the gas, which will dissolve in 
seawater and thus be cleared 
from the atmosphere. He said 
that the predictions by the 
IPCC of up to a 3.5C rise in 
temperatures over the next ccn- 
tur were “unimpressive, be- 
raise they come up with 
limbers which are less than the 
we rail uncertainties in the 
4 um titles they are trying to 
i redid". 

The criticism of the IPCC was 
aken up by Richard Lindzcn. 
ftofessor of meteorology- at 
'Massachusetts Institute of Tcch- 
'blogy. The IPCC produces 
waffle statements which don't 
ay anything, which nobody can 
Jtagrcc with", he said. Science 
.vis 'resorting in a “very un- 
semly" manner to the lan- 
gHge of the advertising 
tijusliy. Prof Lindzen raain- 
laied. “I think in the long nm 
tq IPCC statement will be 3n 
otbarrassment to the scientif- 
ki-onununity." By that time, 
hiwer, he said, the leaders of 



Experts warn fossil 
fuels must be eurbed 


Sign of the times: Entrepenas reservoir in Guadalajara province in Spain during this 
summer’s drought Scientists agreed this week that global warming is a fact 


the IPCC would long since 
have gone into retirement 

The warming or the global di- 
mate over the past century has 
been completely within the 
range of natural variability, 
Prof Lindzen said: “The climate 
is changeable." 

The IPCC had got agreement 
between its computer models 
and the actual behaviour of the 
climate only by induding the ef- 
fect of aerosols in the atmos- 
phere. he said. But the panel 
had included “an arbitrary 
amount of aerosols", and so it 
was not surprising that it had ob- 
tained the correlation. 

Prof Lindzen pointed out 


that the major part of the warm- 
ing took place before 1940, be- 
fore most of the fossil-fuel 
bunting had lakes place and 
therefore before the major por- 
tion of the carbon dioxide had 
been released into the atmos- 
phere. Between 1940 and 1960 
the global climate actually 
cooled slightly, before warming 
again to the late 1970s. 

Yet since 1979, there has 
been no net increase in the av- 
erage global temperature. Prof 
Lindzen said. “The net trend 
has been insignificant, but the 
IPCC would have predicted at 
least half a degree increase." 

Dr Barrett also says there is 


no experimental evidence for 
anything that could be ascribed 
to man-made effects. But he 
also takes issue with the fun- 
damental conceptual approach 
underlying the climatic models 
of the IPCC. The panel, he says, 
has underestimated the extent 
to which the oceans would nat- 
urally absorb carbon dioxide, 
and eventually it could be con- 
verted to limestone. He also be- 
lieves that the panel is mistaken 
about the length of time the gas 
lingers in the atmosphere. On 
average, the gas can oily remain 
in the air for about seven years 
whereas “the IPCC says 
decades to hundreds of years". 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science and Technology 
Correspondent 

Slowing down the effects of 
global warming will depend on 
getting Wstein countries to sta- 
bilise their use of fbssfl fuels and 
limiting the use of such fuels by 
developing giants such as 
China, say scientists and pres- 
sure groups. Their calls follow 
the latest report by the United 
Nation’s Inter-governmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) in Madrid, which said 
rises in global temperatures 
exceed natural variation. 

Evidence that global warm- 
ing is under way in earnest has 
been building up in the past 
year, amidst a number of no- 
table changes in weather pat- 
terns. While Britain revelled in 
one of the longest, hottest and 
driest summers on record, oth- 
er parts of the world suffered. 

In the US a heatwave in 
Chicago caused a number of 
deaths, especially among the el- 
derly. Pacific Ocean countries 
endured a record number of ty- 
phoons, while the Atlantic 
spawned hurricanes well into 
October - the season usually 
ends in September. Spain suf- 
fered a drought. Storms, cy- 
clones, floods and natural 
disasters are reckoned to be 
costing insurance companies 
14 rimes more than they were 
30 years ago. 

A number of countries also 
saw unusual flora and fauna: 
hammerhead and thresher 
sharks were caught in the Chan- 
nel for only the second rime this 
century, while in Britain birds, 
insects and plants were found 
further north than usual. 

Global wanning is now reck- 
oned to have increased average 
temperatures worldwide by 
0JC in the past 100 years. But 
scientists believe this gradual 
change is causing abrupt 
changes in weather systems. 
“Rising temperatures might 
mean that events like the hur- 
ricane which hit Britain in 1987 
will happen more frequently," 
said David Vlner, a senior re- 
searcher at the Climatic Re- 
search Unit at the University of 
East Anglia (UEA). “And as sea 
levels rise, floods that might 


have happened once every 50 or 

100 years will he more likely. 
Most floods are actually caused 
by surges rather than gradual 
rises in the sea level” 

Now that the IPCC has 
agreed at th& week’s meeting 
that global wanning is occurring 
scientists are frying to predict the 
rise in sea levels expected as glac- 
iers melt and the seas expand. 

“It’s vety difficult to predict 
with any accuracy,” said Dr 
Vizier, one of the UEA team 
which investigated the topic in 
a 1992 report for the pressure 
group Greenpeace. “For 
Britain, you might get a rise in 
mean sea level of IGcm off 
1 East Anglia, yet of 20cm off 
Northern Ireland because there 
is also the movement of 
undersea tectonic plates and 
localised warming of the sea to 
take into account.” 

But slowing down global 
wanning will prove hard, sci- 
entists agree. Predictions based 
on the best models available 
suggest that mean surface tem- 
peratures will rise by between 
1C and 3.5C by 2100. 

“Governments have to take 


on policies to reduce emissions 
of carbon dioxide, methane 
and oxides of nitrogen, which 
are all greenhouse gases,” said 
Dr Vioer. However, developing 
countries such as China ana In- 
dia pose a huge problem for 
Western governments eager to 

impose cuts remissions by re- 
ducing the use of coal, gas and 
oil- fuelled power stations and 
road vehicles. A Greenpeace 
spokeswoman said: “These 
countries are saying "You ben- 
efited from industrialisation 
over the last 100 years - dow it’s 
our turn’.” 

China is understood to be 
opening an average of two coai- 
med power stations every week 
as it sprints towards a capital- 
ist economy. “China has mas- 
sive coal reserves and wants to 
exploit them,” said Dr Vlner. 
“Who will pay for it not to?” 

Pressure groups for the nu- 
clear lobby have argued for 
years that nuclear power does 
not contribute to global warm- 
ing. However, environmental 
groups, as well as some West- 
ern governments, oppose the 
spread of ouclear technology. 


And as Dr Vmer said: “It has 
its own associated environ- 
mental problems.” 

Western governments aiming 
to stabilise arid then reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases 
may start by putting economic 
pressure on modes of power 
generation and transport which 
are comparatively polluting- Ft* 
example, aircraft create eight 
times more pollution than cars, 
and 22 times more than electric 
trains, per passenger mile. 

Some countries whose 
economies depend on fossil fuel 
exports are still fighting a rear- 
guard action against the sug- 
gestion that the rise in global 
temperatures is due to humans. 
But Geoff Jenkins, head of the 
dimate predktion programme at 
the UK Meteorological Office, 
said: “There's no argument that 
in the past 100 years global 
temperatures have risen. The ar- 
gument is now only how much 
man has influenced that. But all 
our simulations now point to 
humans being the cause of 
warming. There is natural vari- 
ability as well. It’s just a question 
of the proportion.” 


Europe's warmer future 



Predicted rise in European mean temperature in degrees 
Celsius by the year 2040 caused by global warming 
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WIN A TV It 
GRIFFITHS*) 

withthe ^INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT 



Griffith 500 


TOKEN TWELVE 


I magine sitting behind the wheel of 
one of the world's sleekest sports 
care. Well imagine no more, for 
you could be driving the ultimate 
sports car - the TVR Griffith 500. 

Worth £35.000, the curvaceous TVR 
Griffith is already a classic and we 
have one to give away. 

The Griffith's body styling makes it 
into the ultimate head turner. Subtly 
curved and swooped, the Griffith com- 
bines understatement with purpose. 

The five litre VS alloy engine delivers 
340 bhp and goes the Griffith a top 
speed of around 167 mph. 

The Griffith performs with an ease which is truly 
devastating. The engine boasts a total 3501b ft of 
torque at 4,000 rpm engine speed. The powerful front 
engine and rear wheel drive promises the keen dri- 
ver that unique out-of-the-comcr thrill that only the 


tow to enter: you must collect six differently numbered tokens from the 13 we are printing, incfcxfeg^i* 
frxfeperatoit on Sunday. Today we pnnt Token 12; Token 13 wi2 appear tomorow wffti ' 


balance of mighty torque against pin- 
sharp steering can deliver. Coupled 
with the kind of warbling exhaust 
note that only a V8 can make and a 
suspension that allows the car to float 
over bumps, the Griffith is unique in 
today's market 

It’s a car to be taken seriously - any- 
thing with this kind of performance 
demands respect from those who want 
to get the best out of it 
Our prize winner will be invited to 
TVR’s Blackpool factory to see their 
car being built and to choose their 
own specifications including the final paint finish. 
They will also be able to attend a Performance Tech- 
nique day to really learn how to get to grips with the 
Griffith on a race circuit aswell as attending a TVR 
Tuscan Challenge meeting. 

Rules as previously published. 




Richard Clayderman. 

The Carpenters Collection. 

CD £ 12.99 Cassette £ 8.99 


Chas & Dave’s Rock *n’ Roll Party. 

CD £ 12.99 Cassette £ 8.99 



I ames Last 



trysts- 


Hank Plays ClifT. 

CD £ 12.99 Cassette £ 8.99 


The Very Best of James Last. 

cd £ 12.99 Cassette £ 8.99 


O Come Al 
Faithful 



If it’s gift ideas you’re after, look no further than 
WH Smith. We have albums to suit everyone this Christmas, 
whether they’re into James Brown or James Last. 


WH SMITH has the perfect gift for ever 


m 


E 


i 

i-'.' 


'3> 






\\S£> 


i 





jjTlajREnTOENT- • FRIDAY 1DBCBMBER 


^ XiZ.-- 

w' '■ 


, »r 



IV' 


■uj 1 

international . ■ 

Inside Abacha’s Nigeria: Few of the fruits of Western oil exploration reach the people of the Niger Delta 

Shell wins 
over village 
with cash 
and liquor 
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DAVID ORR 

Fort Harcourt 

In the 19th century, explorers 
and colonisers won over the na- 
tives of the Niger Delta with 
gifts of colourful beads and 
fine doth. Today the goodwill 
of the indigenous communities 
comes a little more expensive - 
but not that much more when 
you consider that Shell is earn- 
ing more than half a million dol- 
lars a day from the region. 

All it took for the world's 
largest oQ company to con- 
vince the chiefs of the tiny 
Sangama settlement in southern 
Nigeria to accept an oil rig on 
their doorstep was ready cash 
and hard liquor. 

“’Rvo and a half weeks ago 
when we moved in here, the lo- 
cal people erected a barrier of 
canoes and palm fronds across 
the channel so we couldn’t tow 
the rig to the wen-head," says 
Mojeed Alii, Shell’s senior 
drilling engineer on the Searex 
12 oil platform. “It was very an- 
noying because we'd discussed 
everything with the chiefs on the 
local council. They’d asked for 
money, community help and 
drinks and we'd agreed." 

Shell has been condemned 
worldwide - and faces the 
prospect of a prolonged boycott 
- because of its involvement in 
Nigeria and its perceived sup- 
port for the Nigerian regime. 
Ken Saro-Wiwa. the Nigerian 
writer who was hanged despite 
international protests last 
month, had consistently cam- 


m his native Ogonfland, a little 
further north. 

The chiefs of Bonny Council 
had, more precisely, requested 
130,000 naira (about £1,000), as- 


sistance in repairing a dilapi- 
dated school building, a dozen 
bottles of Remy Martin cognac 
and a dozen bottles of Gordon’s 
Dry Gin. According to Shell, 
their demands were meL Every- 
thing seemed to be going swim- 
mingly. The company even paid 
a courtesy visit to Sangama’s 
head man, Chief John Jumbo, 
the day before the huge rig was 
due to be installed. As a good- 
will gift. Shell offered him an- 
other 10,000 naira and a bottle 
of Gordon’s Dry Gin. He grate- 
fully accepted. 

But when the day came, 
dozens of canoes were lined up 
across the channel, blocking it. 

t There were about 100 peo- 
ple ahead of us," recalls Mojeed 
Alii. “If we’d pressed ahead we 
would have risked killing (hem. 
So we took a boat and went to 
get Chief Jumbo wbo was in 
Fbrt Harcourt It was too late 
to move the rig into position by 
fee-time he'd sorted things out. 
But they removed the barricade 
at dawn the following day and 
we were able to go ahead with 
the operation." It cost Shell 
promises of 35 jobs and 
another 50,000 naira to clinch 
the deal 

“To be honest we’re just 
paying them to work at home, 
cleaning up the village or what- 
ever, " admits Mojeed Alii. “We 
have a full complement of 
about 100 expatriates and 
Nigerians on the rig. Zt would 
be too dangerous to have any 
locals here. Anyway, the rig will 
be moved to another location in 
a couple of months." 

From a Shell helicopter, 
Sangama can be seen as a strag- 
gle of small buildings and huts 
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Pfpedreams: Oil tines snake through a Delta village. Wea fth fronr Oie.oi l" industry largely bypasses local people 


of the Niger Delta. 


Fishing peoples have lived in 
the Niger Delta for centuries, 
tbefrsettlementsperchedon the 
edge of snaking rivers and 
creeks of brackish, brown 
water. The region’s inhabitants 
would have lived the same 
undisturbed lives as their fore- 
fathers had not oil been dis- 
covered beneath the ground 
nearly four decades ago. 

The advent of the oQ indus- 
try has brought little real wealth 
to villages such as Sangama. Nor 
has it brought any jobs. What 
money has been paid out to the 
chiefs byway of inducement or 
compensation rarely reaches 
the ordinary people. 

“A few chiefs use the money 
they get to develop their com- 
munities,’’ says an oil worker on 
Searex 12 as a fisherman pad- 


died his dug-out canoe in fee 
channel below. “But a lot of the 
chiefs keep the money for them- 
selves. Though they always buy 
a cow or a goat which they sac- 
rifice to appease the water 
gods." 

Whether or not Shell feels ca- 
pable of satisfying fee local 
gods, H is going all-out to pla- 
cate the Delta’s human inhab- 
itants. In recent years the 
Anglo-Dutch conglomerate has 
launched a major community 
aid programme in order to win 
local acceptance. 

This programme - currently 
worth more than $20m per an- 
num - bas been given new im- 
tus by the execution of 
ro-Wiwa and eight other ac- 
tivists. His environmental and 
political campaign in the Ogo- 


defeat for Shell, forcing it to pull 
out of Ogonfland. Determined 
that this should not happen 
again. Shell bas pul its public re- 
lations machine into overdrive. 

“We are building classroom 
blocks, paying science teachers 
and offering scholarships," 
plains Precious Omulcu. public 
affairs manager of Shell’s east- 
ern division in Nigeria.“Weare 
also investing in health and 
agriculture." 

In the village of Aminig- 
boko, a marble plaque pro- 
claims that Shell has funded a 
dassroom block at the local sec- 
ondary schooL It is one of 20 
Blocks they now erect per year. 

“Shell does help the com- 
munity and we’re grateful for 
that because fee government 


ditties,” says one teacher, 
the company doesn’t give much 
employment. We have more 
than 1,000 pupQs but I know of 
only one whos& jparents are 
employed by SheU.” .. 

Ammigboko also boasts a 
new community hospital, one of 
11 which Shell has built in 
Rivers State. It is well main- 
tained and fully staffed. 

“We work closely with Shell, 
says the village chiefs Denton 
Agjbala. “They putmore mon- 
ey into this community than they 
dW in Ogonfland. We are grate- 
ful, bat then we’re simply lay- 
men. We accept what they give 
us. But we don’t know how 
much profit they’re making 
from the oil under our land.” 

About 14 per cent of Shell’s 


Photograph: Tim Lambon 


oil production comes 
the Niger Delta: nearly 
one milli on barrels a day. Op- 
erating as a joint venture part- 
ner with the Nigerian 
government and two other Eu 
ropean ofl companies, Shell re- 
ceives a share of some 70 cents 
per barrel For every $16 bar- 
rel of oil sold, the Nigerian gov- 
ernment gets more than $1 1 by 
way of taxes and royalties. 

How much of this profit 
contributed by the ofl wells 
around villages such asSanga 
ma and Aminigboko is difficult 
to compute. An infinit esimal 
percentage of total 
would afford untold wealth in 
such subsistence communities. 

Local inhabitants would like 
a share of the revenue, or at 
least some jobs in fee industry. 
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flSTRA MENS, LADIES 
AND CHILDRENS 
15 SPEED MOUNTAIN 
BIKES WITH SIS 

ONLY 

AO-99 

Qvt VAT 
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WE’VE GOT A GREAT 
SELECTION FOR ONLY 
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HALF PRICE TOYS 

WE’VE CUT UP TO 50% OFF OUR NORMAL PRICE 
ON SELECTED BRAND NAME TOYS 




if, 

MB L00PIN f-. 
LOUIE GAME - 

WAS 16.99+ VAT '■**&■ 

NOW 

7.99 


. PLAYSK00L 
MUSICAL 
ACTIVITY 
CLOCK 

WAS 19.99 -VAT 

NOW 
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9.99 


-VA1 


50 °/< 


SELECTED 
FASHION LINES 

FROM OUR MENS. LADIES. 

CHILDRENS, SPORTS 
FOOTWEAR AND SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT RANGES E.G. 

SILK BLOUSON WAS 9.99+VAT 

N0wy|.99 

"V+VAT 
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justice at last for 
Jews' rescuer 

St GaUen — A Swiss court 
cleared the name of a police 
chief convicted 55 years ago ot 
falsifying documents to rescue 
up to 3,000 Jews from the 
Nazis. lews saved by Paul Gru-; 
cninger, who died a broken 
man aged 80 in 1972, hailed the 
verdict by the court here as a vie-' 
toiy over racism and; 
intolerance. 

. “The first lesson is not to be; 
racist or judge people by their- 
origin but to judge them instead,' 
as Gruemnger did, for what they; 
are," said Harry Weinreb, 74,’ 
saved by Grueninger in 1938' 
when he fled from German-an-i 
nexed Austria. The court pzes-l 
Meat, Werner Baldegger,j 
delivering fee verdict in the 
room where Grueninger was) 
tried in 1940, said the police; 
chief had acted as an “emcr-j 
gency helper? when he fakifiedi 
papers to enable refugees toj 
find sanctuary. Reuter 

Challenge taken up 

Montreal — Hie Canadian ♦ 
government indicated it would 
contest a $50m (£33tn) libel suit 
filed by the former prime min- 
ister. Brian Mulroney over al- 
legations that he was involved 
in kickbacks relating to a $l.Sbo 
purchase of aircraft The Justice 
Department filed a document 
showing officials named by Mr 
Mulroney in the suit intended 
to appear in court to defend 
against the action. Mr Mulroney 
daxms he was libelled in a let- j 
ter sent by the government to 
Swiss authorities asking for 
help investigating possible in- 
fluence-peddling in the pur- 
chase by Air Canada of 34 
aircraft from Airbus Industrie j 
in 1988. Reuter j 

Sentence reduced j 

Warsaw — The son of the out- 
going Polish President Lech 
Whlesa had his two-year sen- 
tence for drink-driving reduced 
to a 21-month suspended tom j 
by a Gdansk court. Plzemys'aw ■ 
Walesa, 21, was placed on pro- \ 
bation for four years. In April 
a lower court convicted hjn of 
crashing into a van white diving L 
drunk in November 1993yhe ! 

van driver was bospitalijed. 

The President's son was ilso 
convicted of insulting poheeaen ^ 

who arrested him after th/ ac- 
cident, and fined 5,000 jbty 

(£ 1300 ). .Up ; 
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VIRGIN VODKA 

ONLY PLUS MANY 
QA MORE XMAS 
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THE UK’s “No. 1 DISCOUNTER” 
OF BIG NAME BRANDS 












Her rule over Westminster council 
ended in 1991, but the fall-out 
continues. Chris Blackhurst 
looks at the latest allegations 




Dame Shirley Porter 

Council leader, 1983-1991 



F or a period of time in the late 
Eighties, there was something 
magnificently awesome about 
Dame Shirley Porter. 

At times, a mirror-image of her 
more famous central government 
leader just up the road m Down- 
ing Street, Porter, the Conserva- 
tive head of Westminster City 
Council was an all-powerful, all- 
consuming figure. 

Tbugh. hard, rich, she exuded a 
-can do. will do” image that left 
less ideologically committed col- 
leagues and opponents trailing in 
her wake. Strident and straight-, 
talking, she was a terrifying 
prospect. 

Served by a JoyaJ band of fol- 
lowers, Porter ruled over West- 
minster in a manner the like of 
which has rarely been seen in a 
British town hall. New York* 
maybe, Chicago certainly - but not 
this country. 

Much of what she did was good. 
Sitting cheek by jowl with Parlia- 
ment, the borough erf Westminster 
is what the Americans call, 
euphemistical ty,a “mixed neigh- . 
bourhood”. 

From Victoria in the south to 
Paddington ^tbenenh, the area 
encompasses some at the richest 
prqpenie&in London and some of- . 
the poorest. 

: : While ncr other place can match 
it for the- power arid influence of 
some of itsmore illustrious resi- 
dents, Westminster also . suffers 
from appalling deprivations. As a 
result, it is a jugbly strung politi- 
cal melting-pot, full of activists 
from both sides ol tiie spectrum . 
keen to impress their masters in 
the Commons. . v - ' ■ 

. With a fierce drive and energy. 
Porter went to work. Westminster 
.applied for and received nuroer-- 
ous grants; bureaucracy was! 
pared, the council tax was made 


among the lowest in Britain, the 
streets were cleaned. 
Westminster, with its new-found 
■ dynamism and energy, was held up 
as an example ofr what others 
could achieve. 

While they dithered and squan- 
dered. Porter carved her own tri- 
umphalist way, even, controver- 
sially, ridding the council of its 
cemeteries for a symbolic £1. 

Now all that achievement has 
gone out of the window. Porter is 
at risk of being remembered for all 
. the bad thmgy presiding over a 
council which embarked on a pol- 
icy of * political and social engi- 
- meeting, for allegedly supplanting 
social need with political ambi- 
tion, for phrases that have a 
creepy, OweUian 2984 feel; “des- 
ignated sales”, “building stable 
communities’, and her very own, 
innocuous-sounding but actually 
dominant, strategic inner cabi- 
net, the “chairmen's group'’. 

Just how much mod will stick 
against Porter will not be known 
until the publication of the final 
report of the district auditor, John 
Magfll, who was charged with 
investigating the allegations of 
gerrymandering: namely, that the 
council’s housing policy was used 
to ijg the borough m favour of the, 
Tbries. ' 

Already, though, it is taking on 
frightening proportions. Mr Mag- 
ill (whose mqimy is already in its 
. sixth year and has so far cost more 
. than £3m) estimates that her pol- 
icy of selhng homes on the cheap 
in marginal wards and giving free 
house repairs for life lost the 
council £29.9m. 

. That is the sum which Porter 
* and nine other councillors and 
officials can expect to have to find 
tf they are surcharged, v ' 

Not among them will be 
Michael Dutt, once consultant 


JwJmCt O 

Leaseholders 

After four-and-a-half years of investigation and 
three months of public hearings which ended in 
February this year, the district auditor accused the 
council of exempting leaseholders from repair 
bU Is on former council property between 1987 and 
1991. The scheme Is alleged to have cost the 
councS £30m in lost revenue. 


The 

Westminster 

scandals 
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Homes for Votes 

In 1994 , after a lengthy official investigation, six councillors 
and four officials were accused of operating an illegal ‘homes 
for votes' scheme. District auditor John Magill claimed the 
illegal 'gerrymandering" - selling homes to potential Tory 
voters - may have cost tax payers £21 m. The final report is due 
any day. 


geriatrician at St Albans City Hos- 
pital and the Tory representative 
for Knightsbridge on Westminster 
City Council. In January last year, 
two weeks after publication of Mr 
MagUTs provisional report, be 
shot himself. 

His suicide note read: “My d ea- 


rn ove-on, for theirs is an intoler- 
able strain to be under - other 
questions are surfacing. 

Another report is being pre- 
pared on the council's former 
Tory leaders. This second investi- 
gation, while it does not hold out 
the prospect of enormous imme- 


Her policy of selling homes on the cheap 
and giving free house repairs for life is 
estimated to have lost the council f 295m 


sion to end my life is due solely to 
the need to continue to fight this 
matter of designated sales, further 
draining my energy and requiring 
resources I do not have. I could 
not do my demanding medical 
work properly and without this I 
do not choose to continue living.’' 
While Porter and her colleagues 
wait for Mr Marill - and he could 
do everyone a favour by getting a 


diate financial penalties, is no 
less disturbing - perhaps more so, 
if you believe that selling homes 
at a discount to likely supporters 
is one thing, but putting the home- 
less in potential death traps is 
another thing altogether. 

The present Westminster 
administration has asked John 
Barrett, the former chief executive 
of Cambridgeshire council, to look 


into the decision, taken by Porters 
“chairmen’s group" in February 
1989, to give the homeless a fresh 
start in two tower blocks in a 
Labour stronghold in Padding- 
ton. 

All very laudatory. Except the 
two blocks, Hermes and Chantry 
Points, were built in the Sixties, in 
the days when slum clearance was 
to the fore and the dangers of 
asbestos, which was used in the 
buddings, were not appreciated. 

By the time 100 homeless fam- 
ilies were offered space in the par- 
tially empty 31-storey towers, 
asbestos and the fatal disease it 
causes, mesothelioma, were dread 
words - and the council knew it. 
But in the finely balanced politi- 
cal make-up of Westminster, the 
alternative to putting 100 families, 
who were likely to be natural 
Labour supporters, in a Labour 
stronghold was placing them in 
more marginal wards. This was, it 
would seem, politically rather less 
palatable. 


Against such alleged gerry- 
mandering, attempts by a local 
group to buy the flats - they 
would have removed the asbestos 
- floundered. 

The flats have long since been 
boarded up and demolished. 
Asbestos litigation lawyers - iheir 
pulses sent racing by comments 
such as this from one former ten- 
ant: “If that had been a private 
landlord. I perhaps could have 
forgiven, but knowing that this 
was a council and knowing we 
were vulnerable people, in the 
sense that we were homeless and 
we had a little child ... allowing 
us to live with such danger is, to 
me, unforgivable ...” - are stand- 
ing by. 

So, too. are Porter’s legal advis- 
ers and supporters. Everything 
she did, they stress, was subject to 
careful legal scrutiny. “ She never, 
ever, broke the law,* said a Porter 
aide yesterday. 

Others, though, are not so sure. 
They point to the “chairmen's 


group”, and question whose inter- 
ests it was serving: the council’s or 
Shirley Porter's? At least one law 
professor, Martin Loughlin at 
Manchester University, is on 
record as saying the move to Her- 
mes and Chantry was unlawful 
“because it was an attempt by the 
‘chairmen's group’ to harness the 
resources of the council for party 
political ends". 

Now spending much of her time 
in Israel, Porter remains defiant 
and angry. 

“She is astonished,” said her 
friend. “She is astonished that 
anyone could think she would 
ever do such a thing. She has done 
nothing to be ashamed of." 

Thai may be so. Bui what she 
has done has left the governmeni 
with a huge question mark that 
refuses to go away. Once local 
governmeni was Labour’s prob- 
lem. now it is also ihe Tories'. 
From heroine to embarrassment. 
Dame Shirley's fall has been 
total. 
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Wilkes must admit to extreme jealousy on perusing Page Three of the Sun 
the other; day to'fiod zbe “gorgeous” Caroline Christensen; 79. finked with 
- Phillip Op^nheiro,.rty“ “high-flying trade minister” . Imagine WSkes’s delight, 
then, the other mghtwhen, upon wanderingjnto the Strangers’ Bar of the 
House of Commc«is, he spied eight Christensen lookafikes - long-legged, blond 
' ' “lovelies" as the taBovds quaintly dub 
■ ■ them. Mr Oppenhenrivvas in one 
■ corner, in deep coov^^jlqn with 
fi male friends, whfle the‘tigte : models, 
a|T there at his invitatipn^wexe sadly 


Li W 


That was until Hywel 'Wflfiams,- the 
dashing special adviser ,to;J6ta: : 

Redwood, arrived. Hywel, adose * 

. friend of PhflHp's, a former 
, housemaster at Rugby School ^md - 

, possessor of a history doctorate, got : 

" on with them like a house on fire 
- - “Hywel seemed to have a magnetic - 
-- effect on the most stunningly 
beautiful of the bunch,” moaned a 
L J: luckless Labour ME “He must have 

^ome secret- 1 wish I knew what it 

£,-:was.”.. : ■ 

Cv A warning for die Conservative 
Vi leadership: Europe, the issue on 
.^V Which the party almost broke its 
" ijack, is about to force itself to the 
-surface again. As John Major 
prepares for the Madrid summit 
later this month, the Tory right is 
making plans for the Longer-term 
■ battle over the single currency. 

j 0 hD Redwood, the challenger for 
* the leadership in the summer, is 
planning to publish a pamphlet 
through the think-lank Conservative 
2000 underlining his fundamental 
opposition to a stngle curreacy. Iain 

: ’ ^Duncan Smith, the MP for 
K^Chingford and a Redwood 



issue 

fe 'rte one^licy that they see as a 
Ff^mifying factor is for the party^c. 

itself 31 the general election 


Oppeoftebn: Invited eight models 

not to join a single currency within 
the lif^me of the next Paiiiament 
Given a five-year. term of office, that 
would lake Britain up to die year 
2002, which most ministers believe is 
the earliest date by which there is. 
likely to be any realistic prospect of 
creating a singjt; currency: 

Some cabinet ministers, though . . 
firmly in the pro-European camp, 
see the attractions of that formula 
for the election manifesto. They 
include Stephen Doirell, a leading 
One-Nation Tory and the Secretary 
of State for Health. In fact, . , 
Westminster gossips say that Major 
may be persuaded by Dorrell in - 
spite of the opposition of Ken 
Clarice, our beloved Chancellor. 

WBkes got the Budget leak that 
mattered: weeks ago he tipped . 
readers off that the Chancellor 
would abolish the road fond licence 


on cars more than 25 years old - 
modi to the delight of Clarke’s 
parliamentary private secretary, 
Peter Butler, who has two greatly 
loved Austin 7s. 

Less congenial to Clarke, perhaps, 
is that another of the first 
beneficiaries is John Redwood, who 
has a 1965 E-type Jaguar. 

It must have been a bit like 
blowing kisses to the mirror, but 
President Clinton was apparently 
glowing with tributes in bis hour- 
long chat with Tony Blair, in which 
young Blair told his mentor ail about 
the Ointonisation of the Labour 
Party. Bill was said to be so taken 
with Tbny's new Labour that be 
wished he could borrow from some 
of the Labour leader’s excellent 
speeches. 

However, Bill cannot start his new 
; Democratic campaign for the While 
j House by promising to be “tough on 
crime, tough on the causes of 
i crime”. Since the American senator 
1 Joe Biden was caught out stealing 
Neil Kinnock’s best lines, it has been 
1 impossible to get away with that son 
i of thing in the US, as the minute 
anyone says anything interesting the 
press Stan rifling through the 
! collected speeches of Labour’s 
finest. 

JoUy well done to Gyles Brandreth, 
that enthusiastic Tory MP who 
heard this week that he has been 
appointed to the Whips* Office. As 
he is instructed in the art of 
“putting a Wt of stick about” be will 
have to concentrate bard on the 
main task of the most junior whip - 
pouring the champagne for bis 
esteemed Whips’ Office colleagues. 

Andrew Mackay’s big day as a 

government whip came yesterday 
when he cot toeced up in morning 


week demanded an apology from 
Nicholas Soames for saying that the 
Princess of Wales was suffering from 
paranoia - was not in his place. 





Does your 
health insurance 
make you wait 
for a bed? 

We’ll have a bed 
waiting for you. 





-office, delivered his first official 
message from the Queen to the 
Speaker of the Commons. Red faces 
afl round when, through a slip of the 
lip, the Speaker invited Andrew 
-Maddnlay, the Labour MP, to step 
forward. . 

- Luckfly, MacKinJay - who last 


Evans the pin-up: MPs are jealous 

1 Tory MPs have discovered that 
■ their colleague Nigel Evans, MP for 
Ribble Valley, has been attracting 
fan mail since appearing on the box. 
i Clearly jealous of “gorgeous” Nigel's 
success, some MPs have taken to 
: writing to him anonymously, praising 
his good looks and asking for a 
I signed photograph. 

Which explains why Harold 
Elletson, MP for Blackpool North, 
has Nigel’s framed portrait like a 
trophy on the wall of his M3lbank 

There was muttering among 
Wilkes’s Labour chums this week 
when they heard that Rupert 
Murdoch's empire had bought up 
the television rights to the Endslergh 
League, ensuring that all live 
football matches from divisions one, 
two and three will now be seen on 
BSkjB. 

Labour MPs have realised that 
this is not particularly good news for 
their constituents who do not 
possess a satellite dish. They want 
Labour to attack it, bnt feel that the 
Aussie love-in between Blair and 
Rope may make this difficult “The 
trouble is, we're not sore what the 
leader’s line is on Murdoch," 
confided one Labour MP. 


Until now, buying a cheaper 
private bealtiiptan has meant 
co m pro misi ng on the amount of 
cover you get But Primecare, a 
new pofioy from Prime Health, 
actually gives you co mpr ehensive 
cover - at a budget price. 

So, if you’re buying a policy, 
ask yearseff; does it give you 
immediate access to private 
treatment? Does it guarantee 
fuH payment of surgeons’ and 
anaesthetists' fees? Win it fiiHy 
cover out-patient consultations 
and tests? And what about 
alternative medicine? 

Primecare gives you ah this. For 
more detaSs call 0800 77 99 55 
or ill hi the coupon. 

Prime Health 


A member of the Standard life Croup 


Can Prime Health on 0800 77 99 55 or fill in the coupon. 
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Which one should 
she choose? 


W hat it is to be wooed! Yesterday 
three ardent suitois gathered under 
one balcony to sing songs of love. The 
metaphorical object of all their affections 
was the Scottish electorate, invited to 
choose between the one with greatest pas- 
sion, the one with tongue of suver; and the 
one that warned against all the dishon- 
ourable intentions of both of the others. 

Passion is the stock in trade of the Scot- 
tish National Party, which outlined its 
ideas for a fully independent Scotland. 
The monarchy can stay and Scotland 
should be happy to be a member of a new 
Association of Slates of the British Isles. 

Sweet reason governs the parties of the 
Constitutional Convention, the Liberal 
Democrats and Labour. Scottish nation- 
hood will be recognised in a new 129- 
member Scottish parliament (elected 
partly by proportional representation), 
enjoying limited powers over direct tax- 
ation and more substantial ones over 
domestic policies. And all done in such a 
way as to maintain Scotland as an integral 
part of the United Kingdom. 

Fear rules the Conservative (and 
Unionist, of course) approach. The Scots 
will be the highest taxed folk in these 
islands once the ‘Tartan lax” to be raised 
by the new parliament comes into being, 
they say. Furthermore, such a parliament 
will almost certainly end in the break-up 
of the Union, as energised nationalist 
forces rip the devolution settlement apart 
Better far, said Michael Forsyth last night 
a slow path to “real'’ devolution, ‘involv- 
ing greater powers for local agencies. 

So who should Scotland choose? There 
is no overwhelming practical reason why . 
it should not become an independent 
nation. Is it any less credible that Scotland 
should go it alone than, say, Slovakia, 
Slovenia and Estonia? Not at all. But such 


a separation must arise from a dear- 
sighted appreciation of the possible costs 
of independence. It is doubtful whether 
such an appreciation exists. 

This renders devolution very seductive. 
But we should not be blind to the real 
problems that a Scottish parliament may 
give rise to. So far there has been a fail- 
ure to address the question of resolving 
disputes between the two parliaments, 
making the spectre of eventual break- 
down more real In addition, the issue of 
Scottish over-representation at West- 
minster remains to be tackled. There are 
doubts whether the proposals are suffi- 
dentty pluralistic to ensure that the new 
parliament avoids the traps of arrogance 
and distance thai local and national gov- 
ernment have fallen into. And surely there 


What then of the Conservatives? Their 
strategic aim is not to win a majority of 
Scots to their view of the Union. It is 
instead to scare or cajole enough of them 
so as to minimise the loss of seats at the 
next election - a contest that could be very 
close. Their attack on possible high er 
taxes deliberately confuses the existence 
of a parliament with the policies that it 
might or might not follow. 

Nevertheless their ideas (largely 
responses to requests from Scottish coun- 
cils) for a limited devolution below 
national level in Scotland are sound. 
Real subsidiarity - taking power to its low- 
est practicable level - makes for better 
and more accessible government. 

Which suggests the Scottish damsel 
should not accept one wooer, but instead 
demand to marry a composite of all their 
virtues - real devolution, real subsidiar- 
ity, real pluralism and real nationhood. 


A hollow victory 
in the classroom 


P arents, teachers and governors must be 
as muddled as ever about funding for 
schools. The Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, 
says that education will get an extra 
£878m next year - a sum that should, in 
theory, more than make up for inflation. 
Yet local authorities deny that the settle- 
ment allows Lhem to do more than tread 
water. They say that they will not be able 
make a real increase in spending on 
schools - unless council taxes rise. 

Who is right? Education has done 
pretty well in the Budget, considerably bet- 
ter than other areas of spending. But Mr 
Clarke has used smoke and mirrors to 
obscure what is really going on. The over- 
all grant to local authorities is only going 
up in line with inflation. So the price of Mr 
Clarke’s generosity to schools is that the 
grant for other local authority services now 
lags behind inflation. Given that councils 
are unwilling to rob Peter to pay Paul, Mr 
Clarke has effectively done no more than 
fond the status quo. 

But the status quo is not good enough. 
Leaking roofs, empty bookshelves and 
equipment shortages speak of schools that 
desperately need extra resources. teachers 
arc so demoralised that they do not deliver 
the standards we need. A fresh approach 
is called for. As we argued yesterday, good 
teachers should be better paid, bad teach- 
ers should be removed or retrained. 

Where should the money come from? 
Yesterday the Government eased capping 


restrictions: local authorities will be able 
to raise the council tax to pay for extra 
expenditure on schools. This is a welcome 
development - local people ought to be 
able to vote to ray extra and spend extra 
on education. But this is not the whole 
answer. K schools were primarily financed 
by people living within a neighbourhood, 
then, as in the United States, poor areas 
would get poor schools. 

If national government is to take the 
strain without raising taxes across the 
board, something else must give. Mr 
Clarke missed foe chance to shift funding 
away from higher education and towards 
primary and secondary schools. Only 30 
per cent of teenagers enter higher educst- 
tion. As graduates earning higher wages, 
they benefit considerably from their uni- 
versity training. It seems only fair, faced 
with a paucity of resources, that graduates 
should help to foot the bill for their priv- 
ileges. A graduate tax is a gpod answer: it 
would help free up resources for the basic 
schooling that everyone needs. 

In the absence of such radical action, 
foe desperate and obvious inadequacies 
of state education will go unaddressed for 
yet another year. The Government may 
have an easier time than over foe past 12 
months. Protests from teachers may ebb, 
since their jobs should be safe. But the 
concern of parents is unlikely to abate and 
the potential of the nation’s children win 
continue to be wasted. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Keith Shine 


Our role in global warming 


I t is not really an issue whether our di- 
male has changed. It has. One sign is foe 
variation of surface temperature averaged 
over foe globe since the middle of the hist 
century, because instruments used to mea- 
sure temperature have changed during this 
period and foe fraction of foe planet for 
which we have observations has varied, 
there are formidable problems in recon- 
structing this variation. Nevertheless, after 
these factors have been taken into account, 
it seems dear that foe earth's surface has 
wanned tty a few tenths of a degree. 

A much bigger issue is whether we can 
explain that warming; in particular, can 
we attribute any part of it to human activ- 
ity? Traditionally, many climate scientists 
have hedged their bets, using foe double 
negative foal wanning is “not inconsis- 
tent** with the effects of human activity. 

Many factors can influence climate. 
Natural factors indude variations in foe 
sun’s output and the effects of volcanic 
eruptions. Until the earty Eighties the. dom- 
inant cause of human-induced dimate 
change was believed to be increased atmos- 
pheric carbon dioxide, due to burning of 
coal, oil and gas and deforestation. 

In foe past decade, a plethora of other 
mechanisms have been identified; in- 
creased concentrations of gases, such as 
methane, add substantially to carbon diox- 
ide's wanning effect. But human activity 
has also led to increased atmospheric 
concentrations of tiny particles. These are 
believed to reflect foe sun’s energy and 
tend to cool the planet. And changes in 


ozone, both near the surface and in the 
stratosphere, add pieces to foe donate 
change “jigsaw puzzle”. Unfortunately, we 
have yet to quantity foe size of some of 
these factors with much confidence. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Cli- 
mate Change at its Madrid meeting this 
week has gone one step beyond “not 
inconsistent" to state that "the balance of 
evidence suggests a discernible human 
influence on global climate ". Allhough, as 
one of tbe IPCC authors, I accept that this 
statement represents foe majority view, I 
remain nervous about iL The computer 
simulations that were used as its basis have 
not included many of the pieces of the jig- 
saw puzzle. These pieces need to be 
added, but we may never be able to unam- 
biguously identity foe human rnflmmrft on 
the dimate during the past century. 

It seems dear that on a global scale, 
over the century as a whole, the hnman- 
induced factors are substantive com- 
pared to the natural factors that canse di- 
mate to vary. Some of these, in particular 
carbon dioxide, will continue to grow big- 
ger in foe coming decades. But in terms 
of characterising changes at the sub-co n- 
linental scale, we have a long way to go. 
Ultimately, it is these regional changes, 
that will affect our lives. 


The writer is a reader in the 


has ban a leading author of die 1994 and 

1995 scientific assessments of the Intagov- 
emmenurt rtmd on CBmate Change. 
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Nigeria’s ills cannot be healed by Body Shop prescriptions 


From Mr Nick Wood 
Sin I am one of foe Shell work- 
ers called upon by Anita Roddick 
in Another View (28 November) 
to search their consciences. From 
where does her sense of moral 
superiority come? I strive to be a 
caring citizen in common with 
most ^people on this planet, 
including tho usan ds of my col- 
leagues - and, Ms Roddick, I do 
not separate my behaviour at 
work from ray values. I would not 
work for a company whose activ- 
ities were in arty way responsible 
for the deaths of people, nor 
would aity of the colleagues I have 
worked with around foe world. 

I work with Shell in Nigeria. I' 
am closely involved with my. . 
Nigerian and expatriate cot 
leagues who ran our environ^ 
mental programmes and work 
with communities in the Niger 
Delta to set up dinks and nam- 
ing workshops, build classrooms 
and supply teachers, build roads, 
provide water, and negotiate land 
acquisition and compensation. 
They work long hours, beyond 
company expectations, not 
because they want more profit for 
Shell but because they want to 
make a difference. They work in 
very difficult conditions in com- 

Watch out for the 
hidden camera 

From Mr Jeremy Walker 
Sir Your two articles (28 Novem- 
ber) on dosed dreuit television 
(CCTV) were disappointingly 
superficial. It is debatable, as one 
of your authors pointed out, 
whether CCTV actually reduces 
crime overall because criminal 
activity, like water flowing down- 
hill, will invariably find a way 
round obstades in its path. The 
rise m crime m rural areas, where 
as yet there is little or no elec- 
tronic surveillance, must in part 
be the result of t he increasing 
presence of CCTV in towns and 
dties. 

But even if CCTV were 
proved to be effective, it doesn’t 
necessarily follow that its use is 
desirable. One of foe most dis- 
turbing aspects of its popularity 
with the police, the public and, 
in particular, those who sell and 
promote it, is that foe crucial 
question of whether foe means 
are justified by foe end is rarely 
addressed. As a consequence, 
there is no debate about at what 
point this mefood of deterring 

Simple fare 

From Mr Geoffrey Holt 
Sir Your bold menu erf “The 10 
best ideas of the decade" (Second 
Section, 29 November) claims to 
have moved on from the econ- 
omics-driven nostrums of foe 
Eighties. But the patrons of your 
more pluralist cafeteria could 
nevertheless remain cfesatisfied. 

As one of your dted authors, 

Alasdair MacIntyre, has pointed 

out, the managerial conceits built 
up during a century of mechan- 
istic social science — not just a 
decade of economic snake-oil - 
are themselves part of foe intd- 


immities that are veiy poor. They 
probably question the morality of 
foe situation every day. But they 
are working to make things bet- 
ter and they are making an 
important contribution. 

Shell’s philosophy and culture 
are shaped by people like this. 
Are protesters with placards out- 
side service stations in Europe 
making as much of a difference 

Nick Wood v . 

Shell Nigeria - 
Lagos v-. 

29 November ... 

From Mr D. van. den Brock 
SirTh’^ future as' dictated .by 
Anita Rgtidick has seldom looked 
so unattractive. With her harsh call 
that “political awareness and 
activis^^iiuistibe incorporated 
into tinsmess”, she must raise shiv- 
ers among lovers of democracy. 

. The world foe advocates would 
be a grim one indeed; a world 
where business tinned its econ- 
omic impact into a political 
weapon, bringingdown a gpvernr 
mrat h^ installing an adminis- 
tration there. This, if it were pos- 
sible, would match foe worst 
nightmare of an Orwell or Hux- 


ley. But, of course, this is not what 
Mrs Roddick really wants: The 
business activism which she 
demands would naturally have to 
be acceptable to her personal 
world view, politically corrected 
and approved, perhaps, by foe 
Body Shop. 

Mrs Roddick writes of trans- 
national corporations “roaming 
from coimtiy to couHliy in search •. 
oflowestwa^s, foe loosest envir- 
onmental regulations, the most' 
desperate workers”. This may be 
the. case in foe world of trading 
and franchises, but it is not foe 
way. a company' like Shell does 
business. We beheve .jh Itpig- 
tertn commitment. In Nigeria, 
foe focus of Mrs Roddkkjg^rtfc- . 


crime becomes undesirable. 

For example, having cameras 
at foe end of every residential 
road would almost certainty 
reduce DSS fraud and income 
tax evasion, because they would 
detea those who were working 
while signing on as unemployed 
or (hose who were moonlighting. 
Does this mean that they should 
be installed as soon as foe money 
for them can be found ? 

Most important of all, how- 
ever, is that technological 
approaches to crime, which rely 
on external controls on criminal 
behaviour, will inevitably con- 
tribute to a weakening of inter- 
nal controls. We should obey the 
law and respect our fellow-citi- 
zens simply because we ought to, 
not because there is a danger we 
will be caught if we don’t CCTV 
may bring temporary relief in 
areas where crime is a problem 
but, in fact, it is just another 
symptom of the increasing intru- 
riveness and repressiveness that 
pose an even greater threat to 
our freedoms than crime itself. 
Yours faithfully, 

Jeremy Walker 

London, SW17 1 

28 November - J 


lectual problem here. Shook! you 
be offering quite so temptingly 
the prospect of a mqdtf switch to 
Asian values, or a new scientific 
way of analysing and predicting 
complex changes? 1 .-' ■- y_ 

In dressing tip ideas witfa sudi 
apparent simplicity, -yon may be 
pandering to tbe lingering expec- 
tations many of us have for 
instrumental remedies. 

Keep the cafeteria open, but 
make us chew over foe implica- 
tions more thoroughly! ■ 

Yours sincerely, 

Geoffrey Holt 
Hook Norton, Oxfordshire 
29 November 
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dressed to Letters to die Editor, Hr Independent, One Canada Square, 
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for more than' 50 years;,faai hot 
sore, on the other hand, if the 
Body Shop has invested a single 
penny in the area. 

A religious order working in 

O grmiland has comme nted that 
without Shell's humanitarian aid 
following foe Ogam/Andani con- 
flict, one third of Ogonis would 
not be alive today. 

Mrs Roddick would have us 
pull out of Nigeria. But this 
would simpty be a gesture; a 
damaging, politically correct, 

Bible translations 
before Luther 

FromTheRev Gilbert Markus, OP 
Sin It is exciting to read 
(“Luther’s Bible found after 200 
yeans* 7 , 23 November) that Mar- 
tin Luther’s Bible has been dis- 
covered. It is a pity, however, that 
you describe it as “the Bible that 
broke the monopoly of the 
Catholic Church «nd consigned 
Latin to antiquity". This suggests 
that old, and rather anti-Cathofic, 
prejudice - that the old Vulgate 
Latin Bible was part of a Catholic, 
conspiracy to keep the Bible out 
^jf foe hands of Christians, a con- 
spiracy finally overcome at the 
“RefonnaikHT. 

The Vulgate was so calledpi^r 
dsety becamre it was wzftten ra thb 
common tongue of alf^terate 
people in western Eufope~ ff<m c 
could read at all, dare read ■ 
T-atm; SO a Latin from 

restricting medieval readers, 

made it nnivrasaityfegfoJe. 

Secondly a great ] many local 
yy mannlar ■ translations of foe 
$!>{e were made long before 
Luther produced his own. In the 
fourth century, Ulfilas made a 
Gothic translation, a bishop of 
Seville produced an Arabic mble 

Families reunited 

From Mr CoBn Fairdough 
Sir: Following tbe Rosemary \Vfcst 
trial, foe subject of “missing per- 
sons” has again become a topic of 
interest and cfiscussioa (Tost and 
not found”, 28 November). There 

is very proper sympathy with those 
famines from whom someone has 
recently left home, perhaps in 
oneapkmed or untoward dremn- 
stances. There is anxiety and a 
desire for urgent action. 

■ It must also be recognised, 
however, that there are'veiy large 
numbers of people for whom 
there has been a loss of contact 
over many years - perhaps 
throogi divorce or fennty break- 
down of some other kind. There 
are many others who have never 
known foe joy of a blood family 
relationship, because of child- ' 


tress is 
of Ions 


equally present. Since it is 
; standing, it is frequently 
sated and traumatic. / 
Salvation Army's Fhmfly; 
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1885, and it r emains the vOriA" 
hugest and most successful teaS-- 
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abEngj. For such people the dis- 


5,00(3 active investigations^ axe 
carried out in search of relatives. 
Every working A ay ahqBtjfepeo- ■ 
pie are located. 1995 

wifi see some 3,00OYdtetivES m 
touch with their fongfcg who 
were separated tire tmfe test year. 

Like foe National Missing Per- 
sons Helpline, the Salvation 
Army’s service depends upon 
charitable funding. 

Yours faifofulty, 

Coun FAlwajotiGH . 

Ueuteoam-Cotonel 

Director:''. 

Fam^ .tearing Service 
The Salvation Army 
London, WCl 
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“Gentlemen , I do not believe in divorce 1 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 


Body Shop-blessed gesture; a 
gesture that would hurt the very, 
people Mrs Roddick says she 
cares for. 

Mrs Roddick calls on Shell 
staff to become activists in her 
canse. But we prefer action to 
activism, performance to protest. 
And surety this must be the best 
wayforward. 

Yams faithfully, 

D. VAN DEN BROEK 
Regional Co-ordinator 
Western Hemisphere and Africa 
Shell Centre 
London, SE1 
29 November 


No justice in 
asylum lists 

.t 

From Mr Alasdair Mackenzie 
Sin For years, refugees have 
been calling for their asylum 
claims to be dealt with speedily 
and fairly. The measures 
explained (letter, 29 November) 


From Mr A. N. Binder 

Anita R^d^hands^e, , 
clever and rich with a comfort- 
able home amdtopredispoMtion, 
apparently wants Shell to quit 
Nigeria, thus provoking foe 
downfall of . the current regime. 
The real evils, indeed, of Anita’s 
situation are ihe power of having 
rather too much her own way and 
a disposition to think a little too 
well of herself 
Yours sincerely, 

A. N. Binder 
S peldhcnst, Kent 
28 November. 

The writer is a Shell pensioner. 


during tbe Moorish occupation of 
Spun, and most countries pro- 
duced manuscripts of large sec- 
tions of the Bible in their own 
tongues - m this country begin- 
ning with the seventh century 
Anglo-Saxon of Caedmon. The j 
Norman-French Bible made, at j 
the University of Paris was widely j 
used around 1250. 

With the invention of printing, 1 
vernacular bibles multiplied. Of ■ 
one German version alone, first 
printed in I486, 16 editions had 
• been minted- before Luther’s 
New testament appeared in 
1522. The first Reach Newtes- . 
lament appeared in 1478, five 
years beforeXafoer’s birth, and 
-the complete French Bible in 
1487. The Italians had theirs m 
1471, jibe Dutch ro . 1477. The 
Swedek, the Bbl&mians, Slavs, 
Russians and Danes all (^ver- 
nacular Bibles, drodated with 
. full ecclesiasticai support .' 

Whatever was going Oh in" the 
16th centuty, whatever the impor- 
tance of Luther's emu translation, 
it was not abput putting foe Bible 
in the hands of the people. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gilbert Markus c 
Hoty Cross Priory 
Leicester 
24 November . 


by Ann Widdecombe, Minister of 
State in foe Home Office, meet ... 
foe first of. these requirements, 
but certainty not the second. ( 

. As Ms Widdeccnnbq states, foe . 
Heme OfBre has set im two separ- 
ate lists of cxnmtries.lt is seekmg, ; - 
first, to designate by law certain > 
states as safe from persecution 
(foe so called *%hitelis^ white V;? 

. a second group of countries is ", "" 
cm a “short prq-. ., 
cedure"fisL The latter allows for 
supposedly “straightforward” asy- 
lum claims by people - from those 
countries to be subject to an accd- 
crated decision process. * 

Although the Home Office 
has drawn back from designating 
Algeria and Nigeria as safe, both 
countries do appear on the short , 

procedure KsL They share space j 
wifoSdotemdaiidCape^eni^ •* 
which do not feature in Atamesty 
IntematiopaTs annual tepor§ ~ 
the Home Office apparently 
thinks that people fleeing some ; 
of foe world’s most savage, 
regimes are as “strai^tforward 71 
to assess as those fropi places 
where there are no human rights 
abuses at alL - 

In fact, foe practical effect of 
this short procedure will be little : 
different from designating the 
countries in question as safe.:. 
People raising credible concerns. . 
for their safety are likely to be .. 
refused asylum, purety because,,.; ■ . 
within days of arrival, (hey are . - 
unable to provide documentary.; ; 
evidence to simport their claims..,; . 
The potential for injustice Is j:_- 
huge, and the Home Office is.; 
simpty ignoring legal represent-, 
atives such as ourselves when we / 
state that these time limits are; . . 
physically impossible to meet j..- 
As the short procedure does not :-j ■ * 
require legislation, our concern is ~ 
that it is an attenrot to bring in a; .. 
“white Est” through the back door. ^ , 
Yours sincerely, HP 

Alasdair Mackenzie 7 

Co-ordinator . 

Asylum Aid ' . " 

LondoUrNl .. 

29 November !; . ' 


KIKII 


Pigeons in distress r.:; 

From Mrs ILP-Spkde .J 

Sin After reading Mike Everett’s .. .. ; 
open letter “Dear pigeon 
fenders” (Section TWo, 28. ; 
Nctfembcr), I am reminded of : .. 
several occasions when I have-. ; 
seafdistressed racing pigeons. V 

r lu very hot weather on a can^l^, - . 
ibq&u^ holiday we saw at feast ‘ 1 
-wb' tying on the concrete edge 
obviously exhausted, looking 
■ foe water, but with no hope of 
r reaching it. On another occasion, 
my son rescued one in a similar _£ k ■ .' 
state that had been blown many «" ' 

miles off-course mastonn.T&kN ^ 
one was returned to its owner _ 
through its identification tag. ‘j’^v ■ 

. All these would have been 
eaty prey to a passing fox and-'J 
would have had nothing to' do " i 
with being caught Ity birds of 
prey. Many pigeons must go mis- 
sing in these sort of orcnttir.-.. g ^ V • 
stances; there seems a veiy Sgh ^ *1 \ ' 
element of cruelty in the sprat bf ' ■ “v*. * 
pigeon racing. Ik 

Yours faithfully, : . 

HHLENSwmi h :H> : 

Watford. Hertfor dshire - ^ 

28 November "'•£ — 
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Take care in cyberspace, children 

Despite this week’s debates about taste and decency, our power to protect childhood innocence is on the wane 


>’s 

auat gave explicit advice about 
oral sex. tbis week, there was an 
immediate outcry. Parents rebelled 
and retailers refused to stock the mag- 
azine. The BBCs new draft charter, 
also published this week, specified for 
the first time the corporation's oblig- 
ation to broadcast programmes at 
“appropriate times'*, “to show con- 
cern for the young" and not to offend 
"against good taste and decency”. 

Both events yet again raise the dif- 
ficult matter of bow best to protect 
our children from exposure to 
"unsuitable" material. In the teen 
mag row, die prohibitionists lined up 
to call for a ran on the magazine in 
question, pinning their faith on the 
power of public opinion and the 
state to act as guardians of a shared 
morality. Their opponents immedi- 
ately jumped to the defence of the 
magazine in question: teenagers who 
(**e given open and honest advice 
about sex are, they said, less likely to 
go on to be promiscuous than those 
denied that knowledge. 

Neither position is very credible in 
the long term. The conservatives seem 
towant to protcctcfaiklreu from their 
tjwn sexuality, steadfastly ignoring the 
fact that children are becoming aware 
of their sexuality younger than in the 
past and physically maturing earlier. 
The libertarians, for their part, too 
often fall into the trap of treating chil- 
dren as mmi adults, implying that no 
boundaries are needed on the free 
flow of information. One side has a 
halcyon vision of childhood inno- 


cence, the other fails to recognise that 
in this brave new world children might 
be vulnerable. 

The idea of protecting a space for 
childhood lias its origins in 

the Victorian era. Victorians extolled 
the virtues of childhood and built a 
cocooned, pure world where children 
could grow up in a constant state of 
protection. This was partly a response 
to the fact that children had previously 
been treated tike adults, seat to work 
down mines or in sweatshops, their 
shoulders from a tender age weighed 
down with the responsibilities of the 
adult world. 

Now we seem to be returning full 
aide, with an ever-proliferating media 
and its barrage of messages being one 
of the main drivers of change, erod- 
ing and undermining childhood inno- 
cence. Hence the renewed attempts to 
regulate and control. 

From this week’s skirmishes it 
seems as if the forcesof control are tri- 
umphing, but I wonder whether the 
regulators have won only the battle 
and oot the war. Hie stark fact is that 
it is becoming increasingly hard to pro- 
tect anything like an innocent, unsul- 
lied space for children to grow up in. 
Magazines may be relatively easy to 
control, but the very diversity of our 
media and the proliferation of new 
technologies means that every wall will 
be breached. 

You don’t need to spend very long 
surfing the Internet to get a feel for 
the problem: even minimal keyboard 
skits can get you into domains of the 
sexually bizarre that you would find 



HELEN WILKINSON 


Many parents feel a 
sense of loss at not 
being able to control 
medium or message 


in only the most adult bookshops. 
Earlier this week I visited an impres- 
sive IBM exhibition in London, show- 
casing new technology and its social 
uses. I looked in on a stand designed 
to show the benefits of the Internet 
to schools. Yet within five minutes, 
instead of finding out about the cap- 
ital of Outer Mongolia, I had acci- 
dentally surfed across some fairly 
hardcore pornography and Web sites 
for every imaginable minority sexual 
taste. My computer skills aren’t bel- 
ter than the average eight-year-old’s. 

I would guess mat the numbers of 
children coming into contact with this 
kind of stuff are still fairly small -only 
2,000 schools are using the Internet - 
but it is easy to see why parents axe 
ge tting paranoid. Children can usually 
use new technologies better than then- 


parents. They have learnt to work the 
video timer, the remote and Sega and 
Nintendo games, while their parents 
gaze on bemused at such technologi- 
cal sophistication. 

We are all having to face up to the 
fact that our children’s famifiaritywith 
technology is bringing a new set of 
risks, especially if we want them to 
take full advantage of computers as 
tools of empowerment and education. 

Techno-tiberatiotrists like to present 
all this technological progress as a 
new-found freedom, and see any 
attempt to control the flow of images 
and messages as futile. But many of us 
know it’s not quite as simple as that, 
especially where children are con- 
cerned; parents are fighting back in a 
desperate effort to keep childhood 
“piue”. In America, the techniques of 
prohibition are taking on a new form, 
as more and more parents turn to 
technology itself to help them police 
access to information. 

US manufacturers have developed 
a computer chip, the V-chip, which 
Congress has stipulated must be 
placed in all new television sets so that 
parents ««i block out rharniric and 
programmes deemed unacceptable 
for their children. At its launch BSB 
promised a different technology here, 
but with the same goat a kind of push- 
button curfew to protect children 
from adult programmes. With the 
advent of multi-media and proliferat- 
ing television channels such screening 
devices are likely to become increas- 
ingly popular. 

But while it may be relatively easy 


to control mass audience television 
channels, the prospect of policing 
cyberspace looks extremely remote, 
despite the efforts of the Singapore 
government and several US states to 
ban some services from, the Internet. 
The dilemma governments face is 
that while they can make it harder to 
access a service directly, yon can eas- 
ily gam access to die Internet from 
another provider in arother- country, 
bypassing territorial control without 
having to move away from your com- 
puter screen. 

Ultimately, the walls governments 
build are bound to be leaky. In an 
information age the myth of chikfiiood 
innocence is being bust apart whether 
we like it or not by forces far beyond 
our control. Many parents feel a sense 
of loss - and threat - because of this. 
A loss, because parents can no longer 
rely on regulators and authorities to 
protect their children’s innocence, 
and threat because, V chip or no V 
chip, they are increasingly powerless 
to control the medium, let alone the 


So from now on we will have to 
come to terms with the fact that there 
will never again be a safe domain of 
childhood innocence (and perhaps 
there never was). Instead, parents 
will have to recognise that, just as they 
have to make their children streetwise 
to be safe m public places, so in 
cyberspace, if they want their children 
to be protected they will have to 
teach them from a much earlier age 
to make their own judgements about 
what is good and rad. 


■yesterday, Scotland reaffirmed its sense of nationhood in terms that no party can ignore 

Pageantry fit for a new polity 


P olitical pageantry which has been hallowed 
by time - or the BBC - is something we 
unhesitatingly accept: Queen’s Speeches, Black 
Rods, Prime Minister's Questions, all are part 
of our culture. But new pageantry still has the 
power to shock and what happened in Scotland 
yesterday was, or ought to have been, genuinely 
"shocking for anyone brought up in the West- 
minster way. This was politics, John, but not as 
we know it. 

On the surface it was hardly even a story. The 
Scottish Constitutional Convention - which 
embraces Labour and the Liberal Democrats, 
the Scottish trade unions and local authorities 
and tnany smaller bodies - presented its final 
proposals for the shape and nature of a past-elec- 



ANDREW MARR 

Columnist of the Year 


tion Scottish parliament However radical by 
Westminster standards, these are now well 
known: the use of a proportional voting system; 
the commitment by the two main parties there 
to try for an equal number of male and female 
MSPs; the new and stronger committee system; 
the requirement for ministers to be voted into 
office by the parliament As familiar were the 
omissions: nothing about the future number of 
Scottish MPS at Vfestminster or their powers; too 
little about funding and the ambiguous status of 
the Scottish Secretary in the British Cabinet. 
. Such fadgesmay be nuklfy disreputable but they 
I are scarcely shocking. 

What was striking was the imagery and 
rhetoric of a new polity being born. The nation- 
alist tide in Scotland today carries far more with 
it than just the Scottish National Party. Here in 
Edinburgh were moderate kirk ministers and 
politicians of avowedly unionist parties gathered 
under saltires and Scottish banners, listening to 
speeches of a passionately leftist-patriotic kmd 
winch simply Would not be made, let alone taken 
seriously, m Loudon. 

Trying to mfett a sense of occasion for some- 
f *\ ing new is a difficult and revealing business. 
Not that everything was new yesterday -far from 
it. The event took place in the Church of Scot- 
land Assembly Hafl in the heart of Edinburgh’s 
Old Town. It was here in 1949 that the Scottish 
Covenant was declared and signed by church 
ministers, counciBors, businessmen and trade 
unionists. It, too, called for a single-chamber 
Scottish parliament wtfo similar powers to the 
one proposed yesterday. Then, the Duke of 
Montrose, who signed first, was followed by 
sober-suited gents and, within a week, by 50.U0U 
Scots. 

The imagery then was conventional, roman- 
tic stuff, appealing to foe Conservative-minded 
historian. This week, the messages were bewfl- 
dcringly .different. There were Gaelic songs. 



Kenneth Clarke and Michael Heseltine to 
answer MPs 1 questions in Hamilton, Dundee or 
Stirling is meant to close that gap of geography 

and imaginati on 

But nsinp foe Scottish Grand Committee to 
question ministers and argue over the detail of 
some legislation would not permit Scottish MPs 
by themselves to determine any important mat- 
ter. The key phrase in Mr Forsyth’s Commons 
statement on Wednesdays was chat Scottish Bills 
might be taken by foe Committee in Scotland 
“whenever it makes sense to do so”. This means, 
during Conservative rule, only in veiy limited 
cases. Examples given by the Government 
indude a Bill on foe licensing of raves. There 
will also be a procedure to allow Scottish MPs 


It was as if someone had sat 
down and lined up all the 
assumptions of Westminster 
life and then gone out of 
their way to mock every one 


to gather evidence in Scotland on proposed legis- 
lation - foe example given this time being the 
Deer (Amendment) (Scotland) B2L Revolution- 
ary nationalism it ain’t 


Devolution enthusiasts gathered In Edinburgh yesterday 


Photograph: Cohn Macpherson 


There were provocations from d erics, including 
a Congregationalist minister who declared foe 
Scots to be “a people of foe Book" in historic 
opposition to a “foreign [English] monetarist cul- 
ture which has driven out God in favour of Mam- 
mon". There was foe alternative Scottish 
anthem, “Freedom come all ye", robustly attack- 
ing Scotland's imperialist history. People were 
dose to tears as they sang it. 

There was an all-woman, boiler-suited drum- 
ming band performing under the gob-smacked 
stone gaze of John Knox - and uncomfortable- 
Iookxng rows of Scottish Labour MPs. It was as 
if someone had sat down and lined up all the 
assumptions of Westminster life and then gone 
out of their way to mode every one. 

Am I making too much of what was, in the 
end, a public relations exercise? No, 1 think not, 
because of foe likelihood that Scotland will gel 
a parliament designed, or at least heavily influ- 
enced, by the people who designed yesterday’s 
launch. They were saying something it behoves 
sr.Thati 


foe rest of us to bear, 
acknowledged by foe Major administration 
itself, which is why Michael Forsyth, the Scot- 
tish Secretary, has launched his whirlwind cam- 
paign of less radical change to stop Home Rule 
in iis tracks. The first, perverse, effect was lo con- 
centrate meda attention on foe Scottish Conven- 


tion’s proposals yesterday. But at least battle is 
joined ana Scotland has a choice of two funda- 
mentally different manifestos for change. 

The Forsyth plan is only the latest instalment 
of a long Toiy and unionist struggle to square 
Scottish patriotism with British nationalism. It 
was, after all, a Tbry premier, Lord Salisbury, 
who in 1885 created the post of Secretary of State 
for Scotland, though mocking the job’s signific- 
ance when awarding it to another peer as "a mat- 
ter where the effulgence of two Dukedoms and 
foe best salmon river in Scotland will go a long 
way”. 

The Conservatives’ historic dilemma has been 
how to make foe Scots feel more connected and 


, r political power away from Westminster. 

All the way through, affection without autonomy 
has been the aim. The Forsyth plans do not go 
as Ear as the devolution proposals approved by 
Edward Heath and designed by foe late Lord 
Home 25 years ago (though never enacted). But 
they are squardy m hue with the thinking of Con- 
servative unionists from Lord Salisbury onwards. 

What they offer is the near-at-hand spectacle 
of government accountability, pushed as Car as 
uncompromising unionism can go. John Major 
was genuinely shuck recently by how far away 
London politics seemed in Scotland. Sending 


Generation Why 
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Christmas cons 
but once a year 


X/esterday I brought you die 
X first half of a dmfcJBtof 
all foe things that wiU have to 
happen before Christmas! It is 
a bit like an Advent calendar, 
really: you have to tide riff the 
bores one by one, and ipmn 
they are all ticked offi biflgo! 
It’s Christmas. 

Hero is foe second half flf the 
check-fist. Good hidd Just^em- 
ember every evening to check 
if anything on the list has hap- 
pened today. They don't have 
to happen in this order, any 
order will do. Good hickl 

□ Yon are in town one day 
when an ambulance jpasses\feiy 
slowly, playing a highly dis- 
torted siren noise you have 
never heard before. 

□ Tb your honor, you sud- 
denly register that it is not an 
ambulance at all. 

□ It is a municipal van that is 
playing highly distorted carol 


□ A tall, dark man calls at your 
door. He says: “Happy Christ- 
mas, squire. It’s the dustmen.” 

□ You say: “What’s the 
dustmen?” 

□ He says: “We’re the binmen, 
sir, come to wish you the com- 
pliments of the season and see 
if you want anything done ..." 

□ You suddenly realise that Ik 
has an outstretched hand and 
yon realise what he wants, so 
you stuff a tenner in it and he 
goes away smflmg and waving. 

□ Your partner says: “Did you 
keep the Guardian Christmas 
quiz in yesterday’s paper?” 

□ You say: “Look, we have 
kept that quiz every year for 10 
years, and the only time we ever 
tried it we couldn’t answer a 
single bloody question!” 

Q Your partner says: “Did you 
remember to take foe lawn 
mower in fra servicing?” 

Q You say: “Plenty of time, 
plenty of time. Three months 
till spring,” 

□ She says: “So you didn't 
take advantage of that 50 per 
cent discount offer voucher 1 
got you from foe gar dm ser- 
vicing place?” 

□ But yon know better than to 
answer trick questions like that 

□ What you have to do is ask 
trick questions of your own. 

□ Lite: “Did you remember to 
order the turkey?" 

O At taguch. point sbe^a&ks a 
trifck question, tike: “Haye you 
tested the Christmas tree lights 
to make sure they’re working? 
We don't wan(a repetition of 
last year." 

Q The postman bring; a par- 
cel, a large one from Canada. 

□ Delighted at this distrac- 
tion, yra open fr and findit con- 
tains three nightdresses. 

□ You say: “What the ...?" 

Q Your partner says: “God, 
you never learn, do you? You 
never open people's Christmas 
presents before Christmas!” 

□ You say: “Well, bow was I to 
know it was a present ...V 

□ She says: “Have you ever 
stopped to wonder why big 


parcels from in-laws in Canada 
only arrive just before Christ- 
mas and birthdays?" 

□ There is a loud knock at the 

door. 

□ Delighted by tins distraction, 
-you open it and find yourself 

faring a taH ? fotD tSaQ who 
says: ^Complhnetitsof the sea- 

son, sir, it’s foe dustmen.” 

□ “Hold on," you say, “you lot 
gam e last week!" 

□ “I’m afraid to say, sir,” he 
says, “there’s a ruthless gang of 
feke dustmen going round pre- 
tending to be us and getting all 
our Christmas boxes.” 

□ Heartstricken, you give him 
a tenner. 

Q Later, you discover that it 
was foe first lot, last week, who 

were actually genuine. 

□ Your partner asks another 
trick question: “Have you 
booked for the pantomime 
yet?" 

□ Smugly, you say: “Yes, last 
week, actually." 

a It will not be until Boxing 
Day that you discoveryou have 


booked six seats for foe 
panto. 

□ You have booked 
local gliby one with 
TV performers, lots 
cal songs and a terrib] 
a She wanted you t 
ets for the arty, tradii 
in the next town. 

□ Oh, dear. 

□ You buy a new 

□ It is not until 

that you realise _ . 

up, in error, thfrt convicted 
Pocket Diary, jo avaawfdle 

Q There is a kgovember 1993: 
dobr.Jtisapaxty|l*as hospi 

They say: “Compfent’s son was 

season, sir, weSwnsuIting 
and...” C him after tb 

□ Furiously, you|fined 5,000 
of$ saying: *1 
you con artists! Yd 


e pur- 
of 34 
Industrie 
Reuter 


luced 

of tie cxit- 
t Lrch 
two-year sen- 
reduced 
tied term 
Przenysaw 
placed on pro- 
years. In Axil 
of 


is 


a penny out of mefr 

□ A day of two lafe 
knocks at the door 
saying: “Blessed art i 
for .thou shalt bring 
and his name 

□ You tell the angel 
stuffed. 

□ When you tell your 
about the shepherds and 
angeL she looks thoughtful anl 
says: “It's none of my business,'* 
but if three wise men knock at 
foe door in foe near future, I 
sbouldbe very nice to them ..." 

Tomorrow: what to do if a man 
from King Herod comes to the 
door and asks about young 
babies in the neighbourhood. 




ties: “a travelling circus"; “a series of Away uay 
returns for government ministers”. Id fact, they 
are remarkably similar to plans produced by Lib- 
eral and Labour MPs in (he Sixties and Seven- 
ties. As Mr Forsyth explained, they would allow 
the Scottish Grand Committee to act asamini- 
parliament in many respects, if Labour won at 
Westminster and allowed it to do so. Tfen or 15 
years ago, such proposals would have attra cted 
foe interest and perhaps the enthusiasm of many 
opposition MPs and groups. 

But that time, I believe, has passed. Two of 
those who produced Forsyth -st^e plans a gen- 
eration ago were the former Labour MP Harry 
Ewing and the young Liberal activist David Steel. 
The joint chairs ofyesterday’s launch in Edin- 
burgh were Lord Eswmg and Sir David. These 
days, they are both signed up to a project that 
is radical and quasi-na ti onalist in its tone and 
emotional origin, if not in its principles. 

If the Conservatives manage to step this, it will 
not be because of constitutional tinkering but 
because they bare succeeded in frightening the 
Scots sufficiently with the thought of foe “Thr- 
tan ’fax” that an Edinburgh parliament might 
levy in the cause of social reform. Oddly, if we 
are about to witness a battle between a leftist 
Scottish God and Old Ibry Mammon, between 
the People of the Book and foe People of foe 
Pocket-Book, both sides will probably be satis- 
fied and even eager to fight on those tenns. 

L for one, hare little doubt of the outcome. 
Scotland feels like a country that has grown apart 
from England in recent years, in its political cul- 
ture as well as its pageantry. Unless foe Union 
manages to accommodate this, the Union will 
not survive. 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 
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obituaries / gazette 


Matthew 

Ashman 


American punk bands Kfcc Off- 
spring, Green Day and Rancid 
are at present deaning up all 
over the world with a sound 
(selling millions of records) 
very similar to wbat British acts 
were producing in the late Sev- 
enties and early Eighties. 
Matthew Ashman, the former 
Adam and the Ants and Bow . 
Wow Wow guitarist, who died 
aged 35 after being admitted, to 
hospital with am^tatioins aris- 
ing from diabetes, was one of 
the characters involved in the 
post-punk scene which spawned 
groups like Siouxsie and the 
Banshees and Culture Club. To 
this day, his distinctive Mohican 
hairstyle (no doubt influenced 
by Robert De Niro’s look in 
Martin Scorsese’s Taxi Driver, 
1976} is imitated by wannabe 
punk rockers the world over. 

Bora in 1960 in Mill Hill, 
north London, Ashman picked 
up his hist guitar while still at 
schooL In 1978, he got his 
break when joining the second 
line-up of Adam and the Ants. 
With the flamboyant Adam (nd 
Stuart Goddard) at the helm, 
the group had just appeared in 
Derek Jarman’s punk movie /u- 
bilee (1978) and was a regular 
on the John Peel show on Ra- 
dio 1. However, the sado- 
masochistic subject matter of 
some of their material - titles 
like “Physical”, “Ligotagp" and 
‘‘Whip in My Valise" were more 
'ie norm than the exception - 
d made big labels wary of 
ting the band, 
taca took a chance on the 
licky “Young Parisians", 
flopped, but word of 
and constant touring 
iropelled the “Zerox” 
ad Dirk Wears Whim Sox 
'released on the small 


ingh was the last 
Rewa, the erstwhile 
Lie in central India, 
international fame 
ng and breeding the 
tiger. A wildlife en- 
10 worked hard to 
ae dwindling popu- 
gers in the area, he 
resented Rewa In 
nt for 15 years, 
is for discovering the 
,ce of the white tiger in 
s jungles in 1950|.that 
i is renowned. He condu- 
y proved that Rewa’s white 
is were r»t freak albinos but 
esoteric strain which had 


Do It label) to the top of the 
newly established independent 
charts. 

By January 1980, Malcolm 

McLaren was m anaging Adam 

and the Ants, who seemed 
poised to break big. However, 
the former Sex Pistols svengali 
had other plans. He convinced 
the Ants (who by then com- 
prised Matthew Ashman on 
gu it ar, Leigh Gorman on bass 
and Dave Barbara ssa on 
drums) to split from Adam and 
form the nucleus of a new band 
fronted by the 15-year-old 
Annabel! a Lewin, a Burmese 
vocalist he had supposedly dis- 
covered in a launderette. 
Strangely enough, the three 
jumped ship and, while Adam 
and yet another bunch of Ants 
went on to big chart success 
(“Kings of the WDd Frontier”, 
Dog Eat Dog”, “Antmusic”, 
“Stand and Deliver” and 
“Prince Charming” were just 
around the corner), Matthew, 
Leigh, Dave and Azmabella 
struggled to find their own 
identity under McLaren. 

The impresario saw Bow 
Wow Wow, as they were by then 
called, as his Sex Pistols for the 
Eighties. The fashion designer 
Vivienne Westwood used them 
to introduce the pirate look 
while Jamie Reid, who had cre- 
ated most of the Sex Pistols art- 
work, worked on the sleeves and 
logos. Having got the usual 
large advance from EMI, 
McLaren helped the group 
write “C30, C60, C90 Go” (si- 
multaneously released as a cas- 
sette angle and a seven-inch 45, 
a first in Britain), which extolled 
the virtues ofbome taping to an 
infectious tribal beat. Back 
then, the slogan “Home Taping 
is Killing Music" was a regular 
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“See Jimgfel Join Your Gang teah, City Afl Overt Go Ape Crazy": Ashman with Bow Wow Wow 


feature of many a company’s 
letterhead. The big wigs at EMI 
were not amused, especially 
when Bow Wow Wow put out 
as a follow-up. Your Cassette Pet 
featuring risqud songs like 
“Uomo-Sex-AJ Apache” and 
“Sexy Eiffel Towers”. 

In a series of events dupli- 
cating the Sex Pistols’ moves 
from EMI to A&M and then 
Virgin (as depicted in Julian 
Temple’s movie The Great Rode 
Roll Swindle, 1979), Bow 
Wow Wow got a free transfer to 
RCA. The sleeve of the band’s 
d£but album (simply entitled 
See Jungle! Join YburGanglfeah, 
Gty AH Over! Go Ape Cray!) for 
their new label featured the 
three musicians sitting around 


a naked Lewin in homage to 
Manet’s Le Dejeuner surl’herbe. 
On a tide ofpress hype, “Go 
Wild in the Country” reached 
the Tbp 10 in January 1982. 

An inspired reworking of the 
Strangeloves’ “I Whnt Candy*], 
featuring Ashman’s indrive gui- 
tar playing, followed it in the 
charts but McLaren was still tin- 
kering with the formula: fol- 
lowing Ashman’s suggestion, 
the impresario got George 
O’Dowd to' appear on-stage 
with Bow Wow Wow as Lieu- 
tenant Lush before he became 
Boy George. Following “When 
the Going Gets Tough the 
Tough Get Going” (master- 
minded by the Bloodie producer 
Mike Chapman) in 1983, 


McLaren lost interest in the 
group and started to plot his 
own. solo career later scoring 
hits with “Buffalo. Gals”, “Dou- 
ble Dutch” and “Madam 

Butterfly”). 

AnnabeUa opted to go her 
own way while her three tonner 
associates launched .Chiefs of 
Relief with Duncan Gcreig on 
keyboards. Ashman was one of 
foe vocalists heading various in- 
carnations of this band which at 
one point included the former 
Sex Pistoki drummer Paul Cook. 

In the late Eighties, Ashman 
became a session guitarist (be 
played with Oui 3 and Trans- 
vision 'Vfcmp’s Wendy James) 
and then started his own pro- 
ject called Agent Provocateur. 


Maharaja Martand Singh of Rewa 


evolved only in this region. All 
white tigers in zoos around the 
world can trace their ancestry 
to the thick jungles around 
Rewa. 

Martand Sin gh was bom in 
Rewa state in 1923, the son of 
the maharsua, Sir Gulab Singh, 
a formidable shikari or hunter 
who had shot over 500 tigers. 
With-aivareaof 13,000 aquare 
miles, Rewa was the largest 
mincelystat^mcontral India, 
(now the Madhya Pradesh) and. 
well known for its huge tiger 
population. 

Sir Gulab Singh, who hosted 
scores of shoots for senior 


British officials, had devised a 
novel way to shoot tigers which 

standar^sof many shika^ He 
would take a book and a mon- 
key on a long string with him 
into the machan or shooting 
platform high up in the trees, 
order the beat to begin and 
settle down to read. 

' ; As soon as- the tiger ap- 
proached, the monkey .would 
’ sense its presence, and instate- 
tively alert the maharaja with a 
warning cough- Sfe Gulab would 
then casually by aside his book 
and nonchalant^ shoot dead the 
animal before repeating the 


exentire at least one more time 
on an outing. 

Martand Singh was educat- 
ed at Daly College at Indore in 
central India, before graduafftig 
fixnnM^CkdlegeinAjmerin 
Rajasthan i^n 1941. Bom Daily 
and Ma£tf;were Chiefs qc^r 
leges, founded in northern In- 
dia for ;uie sons of the 
.maharajas. There the. young 
princes lived in palace-li&e 
boarding houses -surrounded 
by retainer^md strings, of pplo 
fKMues-Sainepiinc^e^nk^ 
their owaelephants. • 

In tb&fearfy Forties Sir®, 
marriedvRincess PraviilOff' 


Kutch, in western India, and 
succeeded his father as Ma- 
haraja of Rewa in 1946. He of- 
ficially retained the tide until 
royalty was abolished fay die 
Indian government in 1970. 

Soon after becoming ma- 
haraja, Singh set about con- 
serving Rewa’s forests- and 
tigers, which he be&svcd, more 

than any other anim al, fink en- 
vironmental issue^with India's 
retigjous and- mydacahbeliefs. 
Itwasduring theseamsen»aliou 
efforts jhatbedurie across a cub 
and began his hrvestigations 
into the white tiger. Singh's ef- 
forts at conservation con- 


the market; Iror Turnbull found 
it in \h£ Antiques Hade Gazette, 
which he edned for 2 3 year s. 

The core of the subscription- 
only Gazette a a countrywide 
pflimdar of art and antiques 
sales, wrapped in reports and 
advertisements.' At first it was 
resented by many dealers who 
did not wish their favourite 
countzysalcs.tobekxwwntoalL 

SooDv however, they realised 
that they Were getting other 


tool of the trade, 

IhnriraU was bom in Edm-. 

biirgb.eiduca^atMexchKton 

Castle, and then dkf national 
service as a sab-heutaaant pure- 
ex in the ROyaLNayy.This 
thoroughly unrom antic intro- 
duction neveriheless'lefi him 
wito a kn® of tire sea which re- 


trade »Vouph and through. 

‘ ; In the 1970s he took up sail-:;, - 

m^r learning navigation tO ID-\. 

cfoare dn eanoyment of cruisingi ■ 

to the Channel Islands and.: 
elsewhere with colleagues and V* 
family. He took part in the£ 
stotm‘d2atteGred , 1979 flastnel* 
Race inwhich many boats were.-./ 
lost After a nasty few days with- V 
out news of him, he returned ; . 
wdl-mKnned as ever. >: 

I fostmet Turnbull, not un-^ - 
typically, in a Fleet Street pub, - 

when I was introduced as a pos- 
sible cartoonist for^4rt and An-. - 
tiques Weekly. Over a decade, ( 
later, during which I had been * 
writing copiously- far him, he>r 
kindly published my first car-; 

toon. 7 That was typical of his.’ 
methods of .recruitment., 
Chance meetings over a drink.; 
foriom introductions from ac- % 


turning to chdfian fife hie studied 
musk: briefly at Edinburg Uni- 

vezsily, considered irimselC like 


Photograph: AndyPhlpIps / SIN 

After two singles on their own 
Wall of Sound label, the group 
had recently started to work op 
their d£but album for Epic 
Records with the Black Grape 
producer Danny Sabre (they in- 
tend to ore the guitarist’s con- 
tributions to their demos for the 
eventual release next year). 

Matthew Ashman’s re- 
emergence as a musical talent 
would have coincided with the 
present upstage of interest in 
the British scene . Of the early 
Eighties. 

- Were ftnvnt 

Matthew Ashman, guitarist, ' 
singer, songwriter bom London 
I960; died London 21 Novem r 
ber!99S. 




tributed towards-- the recent 


home to around 900 tigers, a 
“Tiger State*; to^ prbtect . the 


BcxentriCi gentle and well- 
read; Singh was agood racon-. 


name was 

Rode Gazette was sold tothc dose to his own and, while runh 
D^NfeafQnxip last year; the maging through the obituaries 1 ,, 
first issue, which appeared in - file, he sneaked a look at whaf 
September 1971, was produced had been written of himself. Af-;”’ 
in the storeroom of a furniture-^, terpra mn g his journalistic skills- 
design company, and editions .toe piece ended: “and it was sak .1 


jungfe arid tiger stories. “ !> 


’ ■ *• ■ ’I.,* 7^’ • m i 

dia J923; succeeded 1996 as 

Princess'Prdyfna (one son); died, 
Rewa Zfrjfovembcr 1995. 


were pm TOgether by cantflcfight 
during die three-day week pe- 
riod in 1974. Against a recur- 
rence Thmbull had tibe gaslight 
fittings rc-connccted in the 
Covent Garden office. . 


of mm that he %ever' refused £'■ '■ 
drink, lest he give offence to £,V . 
friend”. Equa%, no fiaeudknev^r* 
him ever fail to stand his - rou^** .. 


e, , or to stand by when needed. > 

v. - Haoa MaHalta,' 


ingfeenatkaialswithttedetmls hor Sinclair JLmbulI, journalist, 
of VaS) then aboufr to be in- bom Edinburgh 15 May 1930 t 
frodneed. He had had sight af^ twice married (three sons, two* 
the prc^osals, but been barred daughters); died Canterbury \ 
from m aking notes, and to re- November 1995. .:.- ' * 


Susi Hush 


Michael Barrett 


The television producer and 
writer Susi Hush was a feminist 
before it was either politically 
correct or fashionable to admit 
to it and she remained steadfast 
to that cause loog after many 
had relinquished their loyalty. 
She did not subscribe to the stri- 
dent “in your face” brand of 
women’s activism - hers was 
more the quietly tenacious kind 
which infused every activity of 
her life. 

She was born in Thurgoland, 
in Yorkshire, in 1945. After 
going to grammar school toe at- 
tended Sussex University, 
where she graduated in English 
and American Studies. She 
started her television career in 
1969 at Granada as an inter- 
viewer and current affairs pro- 
ducer. In the emiy 1970s she 
transferred her interest to dra- 
ma and became a script editor. 

I first met Hush in 1975 
when she was producing Coro- 


nation Street. She endeavoured 
not only to give aspiring women 
writers - like myse If - their first 
break but also tried to imbue Ok: 
narrative with controversial, 
gritty sodal realism. Da short she 
tried to extend not only the pa- 
rameters of the genre but also 
deepen the connection with 
the audience. She went on to 
produce in the same vein the 
court-room series Crown Court 
- several episodes of which she 
also wrote. 

In the late 1970s Hush left 
Granada to go freelance and lat- 
er became an independent pro- 
ducer. This may not seem so 
unusual now when every pro- 
ducer you encounter has their 
own production company but it 
was an unnervingly bold move 
17 years ago - parocularfy as she 
had a young son to support. 

After producing two series of 
the BBC serial Grange HiU (for 
which she won a Bafta award) 


and Channel 4’s first drama se- 
ries, Winter Sunlight, Hush 
joined the team of television lu- 
minaries responsible for setting 
up Limehouse Productions. She 
called me to say they were 
looking for “experimental" 
plays for a possible slot on 
dannel 4. 1 confessed to being 
rather sceptical about wbat “ex- 
perimental” actually implied 
and that anyway I was then 
working on a story about a 
downtrodden ham radio oper- 
ator who contacts a round-the- 
world yachtsman, an idea which 
was Frank Capra in tone and 
definitely linear in narrative. 

Hush Bsteued to the idea and 
then said, “OK, scrap the ex- 
perimental bit - let’s go with 
yours.” In that sense, she was al- 
ways idea- rather than market- 
led. The play, CQ, was later 
transmitted in a strand of plays 
Hush produced for Limehouse/ 
Channel 4, one of which - 


Home Video, by Lesley Bruce- 
won the fotemational Prix Jean 
D*Arcy award for innovative 
work on video. 

A litany of plays and drama 
series fbUowed, including To 
Have and lo Hold for LWfl an 
eight-part serial about the com- 
plexities of surrogacy. Through 
the late 1980s and early 1990s 
Hush worked freelance devel- 
oping projects through her 

^^SusiHush h^^oLstinctive, 
mercurial intellig ence which 
was both incisive and compas- 
sionate. She was endlessly in- 
trigued by the subtleties of 

human nature and it WSS this 
which made her such an invig- 
orating producer and a sensitive, 
stimulating friend. Like many 
innovative spirits she hit peaks 
and troughs in her profession- 
al and private life but she faced 
both with dignity and awe- 
somely fierce stamma. It was no 
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surprise that toe fought her 
illness with exactly the same 
tenacity of spirit, never, losing 
her wit or -her . luminous 
generosity. 

Paula Milne 

Susi Hush, television producer 
and writer bom Thurgoland, 
Yorkshire 12 December 1945; 
married 1968 Roger Tucker (one 
son; marriage dissolved); died 
London 27 October 1995. 


Michael Bairettwas a pimcipal 
pioneer of the Moral Ke- 
Aimament movement as sec- 
retary to Rank Bachman, its 
American founder. He was^ with 
Budunan in the 'Black Forest 
near Reudrastadt-m 1938 when - 
Budunan, ruminating about 
impending war, fust dictated 
his thought that “the next 
great movement in the world 
will be for moral and spiritual 
re-armament for all nations”.' 

- Barrett accompanied Bucb- 
man to America in 1939 to 
launch MRA there. The aim 
was to engage in a morale- 
buikiing programme in Amer- 
ican factories. When MRA was. , 
incorporated in the United- 
States, Barrett wrote the-^re- 
amble to its constitution: “Rich- 
tation or rest may have . 


During the Second World 
Whi, Barrett served as a captain 
in the 8 th US Air Force which 
flew the spearhead planes dur- 
ing the D-Day landings. With 
250,000 USAF personnel based 
in Britam, Barrett did much to 
build ^operation between the 
USAF and RAF commands, 
proposing an exchange of. 
bombing skills and techniques. 
He was appointed bead of In- 
formation and Education for 
the 8 th Air Force, responsible 
for setting up 60 job-training r 
schools for its penKmneL 
At war’s end, a telegram 
from General Marshall, ]US 
Chief of Staff ordered Bfliretfs 
"immediate release from service, 
to be “assigned to the work of 
Mwal Re- Armament”. . . • 

. The son cti an -Edinburgh 


gamed his MA hr Politics, Phi*— 
tosophy and Economics in 1933* •• 
He leamt shorthand and typin; , 
to assist Budunan, who said tha^' *■ 
Barrett “had the mind of 
statesman and, he loved t*'; 
serve". ' 

He mamed i hfe^garet Carey^j ' 
Evans, a granddaughter oj’*** 
David Lloyd George, and to? . 
gether they took part in MRAV' 
work for reconciliation in India, 
South-east Asia, South Afric; : 
and Rhodesia/Zimbabwe. v / 

ThO and dignified, Mich at 7 
Barrett retained a strong fail^ ;■ 
and dry sense of humour. H' 
was at home with kings an 
presidents but never tost th 
common touch. 

. Michael Smith? ... 

•».» 

Michael Barrett, maul cam ^ ; 


of association ... Our security ' 'coantezed Bucfamaq’s,. Oxford ruary 1912; married 1941 
has been the riches of God in .- GrouR-tbe fo renm a gr eifMRA, Margaret Carey-Evans; diet 
Christ Jesus,” it read in part. at Oxford UnrvErsby, wberc he Eldinburgh 29 October 1995. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

BUNTING: On 29 November, peace- 
fuUy, m aLoodoo bosptral, Jem. Sad- 
ly missod by all hil kning family. 
Service an Sunday 3 December at 
anitedxmse Cfaqiel. London EO 
at I lam. 

Amouccswnts far Gndfa BOOTBS, 
MARRIAGES A DEATHS aboold be 
usd fa writing to the Gazette Editor, 
Tte Independent, 1 Canada Some. Ca- 
nary Wlint London EU SDL, tde- 
phoned to 6I71-2W 2SU (M-howr 
ana we rin g ntafMnr 0171-293 2012) or 
famd to 0171-293 2010, md are ebatyd 
at K50 a One (VAT extra). OTHER 
Gazette whm i m—hi nut be lub- 
aftted in w ri t ing (or faxed) and are 
charted at n0 a line, VAT extra. They 
abotml be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone nambeii 




wMJtafcXaatUnDrinat'KeaftOwiwni- 
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Birthdays 

Mr Woody Allen, actor, writer and 
director, GO; Pmtessox Sir Norman 
Browse, consultant surgeon, 64, Mr 
Anthony Coe, Chief Constable for 
Suffolk, 54; Mr Gordon Crosse, 
composer, 58; Mr Mike Detmess, for- 
mer Tfcst crickeier, SS; Miss Eva 
Evdokimova, hanerfnn , 47; Mr Frank 
GiUard, broadcaster, 87; Demo Ali- 
cia Markova, prima ballerina asso- 

lota, 85; Mr Keith Micfaell, actor and 
director, 67; Miss Bette Midler, 


iHT™ 


Nawaz, Pakistani Tfcst crick- 
eter, 47; Mr Gilbert O’Sullivan, 
ringer, 49; Mr Brnoe Page, author, 
59; Sir Wiliam Hle,fbcmer senior dv~ 
fl servant, 76; Mr Stephen Poliakoff, 
playwright. 43; Mr Ridard Pryor, ac- 
tor, 55; Maj-Gcn Sr Desmond Rioe, 
71; Dame Mildred RiddefadeD, for- 
mer senior civil servant, 82; Mr 
Andy Ripley, former iugby interna- 
tjoiial,48; Lord Roll ofIpsden,pres- 
Went, S.G. WSubmg Group, SS; b6ss 
Charlene TQton, actress, 36; Mr Lee 
Tfevmo,goKo^ 56; Professor l^chael 
Wflliams, «wwilta<n 60. 

Anniviersaries 

Births: John Kefll, philosopher and 
mathematidan, 1671; Madame 
Marie Tbfisand (Groshob), wax w od c 
exhibitor, 1761; Henry WDEamSCm. 
author and novelist, 1895; Maxy 
Martin, actress and singer, 1913. 
Deaths Blanche of Casme, wife or 
King Louis VIII of Prance, 1252; St 
Edmund Campion, St Alexander 
Briant and St Ralph Sberwin, Jesuit 
martyrs, aecnttd 1581; Dr George 
Birkbeck. founder of Biikbeck Col- 


lege, 1841; Samuel Courtauld, in- 
dustrialist, 1947; John Burton 
Sanderson Haldane, scientist, 1964; 
David Ben Gurion, Israeli statesman, 
1973. On this day: Portugal became 
independent of Spam, 1640; the 
Royal Academy of Arts was found- 
ed, 176S; Nancy Aster became die 
first woman to take her seal in the 
House of Commons as an MP, 1919; 
Britam issued its Gist set of special 
Clirfatinaa stamps, 1966; the Isaac 
Newton telescope, the largest in 
Western Europe, was inaugurated at 


1967; tbs two pilot for me 

Channel Hamel ^ were joined. Unking 
the two coasts for the Gat time, 1990. 
Tbday is the Feast Day of St Agen- 
cies or Any, St Alexander Briant, St 
Anasamn, St Edmund Campion, St 
KHgfm or Boy, St Ralph Sheiwin and 

StThdwaL 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith. 
“Gold (I): Marions van Reymer 7 
swaek. Two Ha Geahertrf’, 1pm. 
British Museum: Lucy Adams, “Car- 
olingian and Ottonian Alt and 
Architecture”. 1.15pm. 

Royal i nstitatfoa or Gtwtt Britafat 
(Wood&al Lecture), London Wl: 
Professor Senur Zeki, “Visual 
Art and die Visual Brain”, 9pm. 

Receptions 

Pbter Pat i wsl Iy 

The Preridfnt bf the United States, 
Mr Bill C&dOB, iuwigniatcdxhe Tip 
O’Neal Chair In Conffla Resolution, 
to be. held at Magee CoHege, Ulster 
Uni veis it y, at a avic reception held 


yesterday at the Guildhall, Landoo- 
deny. Professor Uevor Smith, lfiee- 

OiaiiM lInf, aftwminfa co nfaped 
Mr Clinton the Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Letters. 

InteruatioBal Condi of 
Oirlstians and Jews 
Dr LJM. Singfavi, Indian HGgh Com- 
mhsibner, p t * mn t n ri the Interna- 
tional Council of Christians and 
Jews’ hiwfaith Gold Medallion to 
Miss Betty Boothroyd MP, Speaker 
of the House of Commons, at a re- 


House, London SwL Sir 
Sternberg presided. 

Dinners 

Headquarters Strfae Command 
Air Chief Marshal Sir William Whit- 
ten, Air Office Oommanding-Iii- 
Chief, Headquarters RAF Strike 
Command, received the gnesrs at a 
Dining In Night - held yesterday 
evening fa the Officers’ Meat, Head- 
quarters Strike Command, RAF 
High Wycombe. Gp Capt A.C. 
Monigomety preaded. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagpgne Services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by. 
pdcphatmg the followiiig. Satfoath 
bcgtnsin Londonai 3.40pm. 
ibrited symtmu *171-387 430ft 
Rocralfan of ^ugipee 01X1 -202 

473L Spanish Arid Buhgwie Jews 
OtoSpegntiaa:. 0171-289 2573. New 
IxaricaSy n awpM<Ma o s«<i)e<tt.7h3a 
1026. ■ 


Bank had no title to car sold on hire purchase 


Barter v NWS Bank pl^ Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Kennedy, - 
Lord Justice Peter Gfosoa and Sir 
Roger Parker) 17 NutuuHec J99S 


,AW REPORT 

— ■ — “*♦ — f: 

1 December 1996. 


It was. a. condition of- * hire- 
purchase agreement that the 


had title to the goods and was 
able to pass k on to the pur- 
(toaseraaftelfe had completed 
paym^nL L i e goods were still 
subject to 0 prior finance agree 
ma rijnga Ultle had not yet 

P®- 

aaSSrvaur entitled to resdnd 
tht'M^pturcbase agreement, 
red^bntiie money afreac^paid 
andrehnri the goods. ' 

• ^ 6 he Ctouit of Appeal, tman- 
imoSSy aflowed an appeal by 
the 'plaintiff Barry WiDiain 
Barber, reveraed the decision 
of Sir Gervase Sheldon sitting 
as a deputy High Court judge 
on 23 April 1993, and restored 
the decision of Master Gre^it- 
more'oa 8 March 1993,-ruEng 
in the plaintiff’s favour on 
questiqnstof friiv raised \sy sum- 
mons untfer Order 14A of the 
Rides of the Supreme Court, 
aad-awasding h&ft judgment 
the defendant bank for . 
£S^5ft58 with damages and 
interest to be’assestod. 


Nicholas Stratus QCmd David Whl- 
bank( S t aT 4g h/rr A May) far the ptarn- 
pff; Iam MBBgm QC and Michael 
ytbod (Kathryn Cook, Chester) fir the 


stabnents until May 1989 but 
then decided to sell the Hon- 
da; buy a cheaper car, and pay 
off the bank out of the pny 


prope r ty would pass to the: ( :• 
plaintiff. The question was *’ • 
wbether, as the plaintiff con-nNr, 
tendod, tiiis term was a condi- - 
tkai, breach of which of which! \ 
would give him the right to re-Jr.^ 
Scind, or merely a warranty or;i - * 


Sir Roger Parker said lliat in Sales but w 
October -1989 the plaintiff prior finam 
bou^iLfrom Kestrel Garages monies outs 
(Eastbourne) Ltd a Honda Ac- dealer wool 
qonj motor car for £7,995. A It transpi 
deposit of £3300 was satisfied nance com 
byparterchan^crfhBoldArKfi Credit Co I 
car. The remamder was to be a prior inter 
paid through the familiar earlier hire i 
mechanismof a sale by Kestrel by Car Co 
to a finance company, in this which opera 
case the defendant rank, and ' address as 
tfae £ ai * Act agreeing to sell owned byjf 
to the plaintiff under a condi- plaintiffs^ 
tioMl sale agreement regulat- agreemehti 
edW tiie Consumer Credit Act bank on’Ju 

• bankhadjtc 

Cause o of tiie agreement repaymdric 

'sorarJVThi 

UponthecustiwierdntoDavjnato for 


off the bank out of the pro- innominate term, breach of» ■; 
cccds. He wished to accept an wtuch would only give him the^* 
offer .from Lewis Road Gar f right to recover damages, a&> -’ 
Sales but was told there was-a \ >was contended by the bank. > 
prior finance agreement witii In his Lordshqi’s judgjmenLj a - 

monies outstanding and thakno the term must be a <»ndrtioiL>. ; 


monies o utstanding and thaTnO 
dealer would touch. ‘ 

It transpired tixatm^g^ 
nance company, Me 5 fcSSife 
Credit Co Ltd, had re^feied 
a prior interest in the 

earlier hire purchase bF tfe.car 
by Car Comfort 
whkflopCT^^frbmthesaine 

address ' as' ~^^d> met was 
owned man. The 

plaintiff stfigiapto' rescind the 
agrcemehtwmtiie defendant 
bank oa'-fimiground that the 

hankha<l wmle,Mddaimui - 


.. so rar/ The bank counter- 
J^ootocCT^mwitopayhttto darned for arrears. 

the goods riiall pass to ex P ress teOTL-Of the 

^ tmtflsm* tunc the property in -agreement tnat itwas at the 
goo ds shall remain wesied ip the date of the agreement the own- 
M car of the car, so that once the 

, lUe plamttfi paid the in- balance had been paid the 


UlUiH n 

It was fundamental, to the^ *. 
transaction that the bank hatfij^ . 
the pro p er t y in the Honda 
the timeof the agreement anc^ 
would retain it until paid in foll^i ~ 
Only on this basis could th^< ;; 
^reement operate. - ’ V ;* 
If the bank had no .title, th^^ *■ 
plaintiff was therefore entii? 
tied to rescind and to receive ■■ \ 
all monies paid under ih 4 U ; ■ , 
agreement, notwithstanding' - 
that he had use of the car foj) 
a considerable time. - * 


appeal should be aUowetV j 
and the bank's counterdainK '*' 1 


Lord Justice Peter 
and Lord Justice X 
agreed. . 


«r Gflwo ^.7 
Kennad^; ^ 


Fan) Magraih, BairistefZ 
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MEPC confirms tough property market 


Britain’s second largest property company, MEPC, confirmed 
the difficult property market yesterday, announcing a decline 
in its net asset value per share from 473p to 457p. 

Profits advanced 10 percent to£123m, however, allowing the 
full-year dividend to be maintained at 20p, and the company took 
the unusual step of reassuring investors that it would be at least 
sustainable at that level barring unforeseen circumstances. The 
shares dosed 4p lower at 394p. 

Comment, page 25 


Small businesses less confident 


Small business confidence has slumped to its lowest level since 
sterling's withdrawal from the European exchange rate mech- 
anism, according to 3i, the UK’s biggest venture capital group. 
The latest quarterly survey by its Enterprise Barometer, cover- 
ing over 400 client companies, shows that most respondents re- 
main confident about their own prospects, but optimism 
concerning the general dimate has slipped for the fourth quar- 
ter in a row. 

The index now stands at a positive balance of 17, against 45 
in the previous three months. 

Results, page 26 


Lonrho shareholders approve merger 


Lonrho yesterday gained shareholder consent for die proposed 
merger of fts platinum interests with those of Impala/Gencor. 
However, the conduct of the meeting was immediate^ criticised 
by Tiny Rowland, the founder of the company, who was opposed 
to the deal. 

He said the company relied on the proxies of absent share- 
holders to vote the deal through. 

Lonrho said the completion of the merger was now condi- 


tional onfr on the approval of the Impala shareholders at a meet- 
heduled for December 5 and on regulatory and legal 


ing sch 
clearances. 


Hanson’s £2bn disposals bring an era to an end w 



\ y 


TDM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 


Hanson is planning to raise op 
to £2bn from disposals of non- 
core businesses m a move that 
hag been seen as marking the 

endofthecongJonxaaiEjtheao- 

qusritioD-driveo, unfocused and 
financially based grouping of 
companies of winch Hanson 
was the most flamboyantly suc- 
cessful during the 19805. 

The move has partly been 


farced on the company by soar- 
ing borrowings following the ac- 
quisition of Eastern Group, the 
regional electricity company. 
Tbe£25bn cost of that deal wm 
take Hanson's gearing to 130 per 
cent of shareholders' funds. 

Some observers believe it 
reflects a chang e of strat- 
egy following the death earlier 
this year of Gordon White, the 
driving force behind Hanson’s 
acquisition programme daring 
the group's growth years. 


But the Ply’s dge o dmiTtmen f 
with diversified industrial groups 
has also played a part- Anson’s 
shares, which were worth 20 
times as modi at the end of the 
1980s as at tbe start, are now trad- 
ing at less than they were five 
years ago as investors have fo- 
cused on the fact that it is in- 
creasingly difficult for a group 
valued at £10bn to do deafe that 
make a meaningful rfiff w ww 

They dosed trodranged yes- 
terday at 192Jp, where they 


yield 7, J& per cent, much high- 
er than the market, average. 

Derek Bonham, the di£f ex- 
ecutive, refused to be drawn on 
which businesses were up for. 
sale. Recent speculation has fo- 
cused an Cfcvenftam* the Amer- 
ican lumber operation, and 

Suburban Propane, the gas 

business, both of which suffered 


er American subsidiaries. Han- 
stm is now p res e nting itself as 
having a dearly defined focus 
on four core areas. These are 
energy, chemicals, building ma- 
teriaband equipment, and con- 
sumer goods, , including 



^ the demerger dur- 
ing tte year to September ofUS 
Industries, a collection of small- 


Tews of foe asset disposal 
plan ac comp an ied full-year fig- 
ures for the 12 months to Sep- 
tember, sh orai^ sha ^r ise m 

of soaring chemicals prices. 


_ _ t contin- 

uing operations jumped from 
G_Q3bn fo£L49bn although at 
foe reported pre-tax level there 
was a decline from £137bn to 
£ 1 . 28 bn after last years one-off 
profit, mainly from the sale of 
Bearer Homes. 

The City was disappointed by 
Hans on's failure to raise its 
quarterly dividend, which has 
been 3p for six consecutive 
quarters, giving a total of 12p. 
investment Column, page 26 


Revolution 
in share 
dealing to 
hit City 


Grand Met denies intention to sell Burger King 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 


firms that are used to order-dri- 


ven i 


The Stock Exchange yesterday 
announced a revolution in diare 


dealing that could result in 
heavy job losses among the 
City's highest paid tradecs. The 
controversial decision to go 
ahead with order-driven deal- 
ing before the end of next year 
heralds another Big Bang, 
threatening the demise of the 
ddjobbing tradition in Europe’s 
financial capital. 

But the powerful market- 
making firms that see their 
livelihoods at stake are mount- 
ing a fierce rearguard defence, 
and yesterday’s stormy Stock 
Exchange board meeting faded 
to resolve the crucial issue of 
whether the new facility will 
compete head-on for the same 
FT-SE stocks with the tra- 


top 


ditkmal quote-driven system. 
Heated arguments raged be- 
tween board members, with 
some privately threatening to re- 


The precise shape of the new 
hybrid dealing system is to be 
sorted out in consultation over 
the next three months, during 
which the influential market- 
making Anns are expected to ar- 
gue vigorously for the 
maintenance of their lucrative 
privileges. But Michael Law- 
rence, the Exchange’s chief ex- 
ecutive, warned yesterday that 
London could not stand stOL 
Competing trading systems al- 
ready exist for the same stocks, 
both in London and the Conti- 
nent, and the Exchange risks los- 
ing business if It does not offer 
choice, he said. 

“The Board has taken a sig- 
nificant decision. It has agreed 
that the introduction of an or- 
der-driven system is not an it 
but a how- This is what the con- 
sultation process must sort out," 
he said. The board, and tbe mar- 
ket generally, is deeply divided, 
between market-making firms 
such as BZW, Nat West, SBC 
Wirburg, UBS and Merrill 
Lynch (Smith New Court), and 
the mainly continental and US 


stitutional customers are 
leaning towards the order-dri- 
ven option in the belief that it 
will reduce dealing costs by 
cutting out the expensive mar- 
ket-making middlemen. 

Under the quote-driven sys- 
tem, which is the hallmar k of 
City share trading, market- 
making finwi use their wphii 
to offer continuous, firm prices 
at which equities can be bought 
and sold. They make money 
from the difference between buy 
and sell prices, and their expert 
knowledge of the market 

An order-driven system cuts 
out these middlemen, auto- 
matically and anonymously 
matrhmg buyer and seller, but 
it cannot guarantee that a deal 
can always be struck immedi- 
ately. Market-makers argue 
that if they are forced to com- 
pete with order-driven focifities 
for the same stocks, their mar- 
gins will be squeezed until they 
are driven out of business. Each 
of the big firms employs aroond 
50 market-makers, who repre- 
sent the City's highest-paid 
dealing flite. 

Asked about the arguments 
in yesterday’s board meeting 
over how the two dealing sys- 
tems would co-exist, Mr 
Lawrence said: “We made no 
commitments to anybody. The 
only decision is that there will 
be order-driven dealing." But he 
conceded that the consultation 
could end up without order- 
matching for tbe top stocks. 
“Whatever the market prefers, 
that is what we shall give them," 
he said. The Stock Exchange's 
new Sequence technology, 
which is able to rejrikate every 
known trading system in tbe 
world, will go into operation an 
27 August 1996. 

Orrter-driven dealing will be- 
gin either on that date or with- 
in a few months. “We believe it 
is three years ahead of any 
known system in the world, 
and tbe power it will give Lon- 
don is global power," Mr 
Lawrence said. 



UKTV 
set to 
seek C5 * 


review 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 


UK3Y the rejected high bidder 
for Channel 5, is potted to pe- 
tition the High Court for a. re- 
view of tbe controversial award. 

The move, which could be an- 
nounced on Monday orlbes- 
day, would put additional 
pressure on the Independent 
Television Commission, which 
awarded EhelO-year licence to 
a consortium led by the media 
lies Pearson' and MAL 


rampant 

The a 


consortium,. backed by 
On West, the CanadSaxi broad- 
caster, and SelecTV, the inde- 
pendent production company, 
was said last night to be taking 
final advice from fts lawyers. 
Cfiffocd Chance. . 

Virgin TV; another rival bid- 
der far the licence, was grant- 
ed leave last week to have the 
decision reviewed fry the High 
Court, Airing hearings erhed- 
ufcd far January, ft is believed 
that Vrrgm’s succes s in the 
courts emboldened UKTV to 
i mwjw far an wwfer decision 

not to prooce dwftbfcgal action. 

A UKTV spokesman de- 
c&Md to comment but sources 



dose to the company said “fresh 
information” arising from the 
Vnjpn TV legal challenge hark- 
*’*“ , " Kr in their 






SeU-offsaga: Grand Met ropo li t a n, the fond and drink group led by (from left to tfgftfl Lord 
Aflon Sheppard, Georgs BoD and John McGraHi, denied it wan considering sefifogBugar 
Khlg yester da y. The Labour Party do mand ed to know how many staff had been paid com- 
pensation for earnings lost in the Burger King ^docfcnqg ofF row. fraud Met reported a 
modest deefine in fud-year (unfits yesterday from £945m to £912m Photograph: FT 


*UXTV tad £36m for the li- 
eence, but was rejected on qual- 
ity grounds. Virgin TV and 
Fearson/MAI bid an identical 
£22002,000, while New Centu- 
ry Television, grouping BSkyB, 
Granada and others, bid a low 
£2 bx. Only Peazson/MAI and 
New Century passed the ITCs 
quality threshold, and the li- 
cence was awarded to the high- 
er of the two qualifying bids. 


Budget d 



price of i 


Legal threats mount at Forte 




JOHN SHEPHERD 
and MATHEW HORSMAN 


Some of Forte’s institutional 
shareholders will take legal ao- 
tion should the Oonodl of Facte 
use its crucial 50 per cent vote 
to block Granada’s £3 3bn hos- 
tile takeover bid for the hotels 
comp an y, it emerged yesterday. 

Forte’s biggest Shareholders 


indude Mercury Asset Man- 
agement, with 13 per cent. 
Standard UBe, Capita and Scot- 
tish Amicable. 

A source dose to one of 
Forte’s main shareholders said 
yesterday: The Council ft a re- 
spectable and independent 
body. 

“It would be unfortunate if 
such a small shareholder could 


obstruct tbe freedom of choice 
of other shareholders. Under 
those circumstances no one 
could blame shareholders for 
testing the decision in the 
courts." 

The Council itself is to seek a 
court hearing in the next two 
weeks to seek clarification of its 
responsibilities. Tbe three lards, 
one dnke, one eaiL two knights, 


and the Hon Hugh Astor who 
constitute the Councfl have abo 
hired the advisory services of 
Hambro s Bank and Macfarianes. 
the legal firm. 

A decision on the Council’s 
planned action regarding the 
takeover bid will not be taken un- 
tSRxrtebas published its defence 
document, due a week from to- 
day at the latest 


Ministers lose ECGD money 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 


The Government's Export Cred- 
it Guarantee Department lost 
£24.4m last year as a direct re- 
sult of an order from ministers 
to insure deals with Russia that 
would normally have been re- 
jected as too risky. 

As a result, tbe ECGD has in- 


cotmts tbe effects of politically 
motivated export credit dect- 
soos that ft would nothare made 
on its own. 

The ECGD has won agree- 


ment to publish a separrte trad- 
ing account for “guarantees is- 
sued, on the written instruction 
of ministers, which ECGD’s ac- 
counting officer had advised 
did not meet normal under- 
writing criteria.” 

The accounting innovation, 
which makes the oosts of polit- 
ical dcosons transparent for the 
first time, is^ with the frill agree- 
ment of John Bourn, the Comp- 
troller and Auditor General. 

hi a report attached to the 
ECGD accounts, Mr Bourn says 
that Brian WiDott, the ECGD 
chief oecutire, had advised min- 


rstas that written iratructious for 
the Russian guarantees were 
necessary. 

Under ministerial instruc- 
tion, $800m (£5 23m) of export 
credit and investment insur- 
ance facilities have been made 
available to Russia, a move an- 
nounced in 1992. But the fast 
three deals, worth £167m, dSd 
riot come to fruition until the 
last financial year. . 

Another two deals worth 

£2Cta have been agreed since the 
year e n d and mere areopw ted . 
Ministers have also afanotmeed 
a £5Gm export guarantee pro- 


gramme fix - Jordan wiqch win 
come into the same categray. . 

The separate account shows 
that the ECGD reoeivwi a pre- 
mimn nf £TfL2rofo insure the 
£16?mRnswm3CaK But using 
its «faw«» to g rf a sse s sment of the* 

riskiness.<rfdeafingwfth Russo, 
tfaeEOGDinadeanrmmwferfe 


BceStood-tttatftwill be forced 
to pay . up ob (he msuraaoe — 


me contract totaL 

This resulted in a loss after 
adnmritfr atjon other ex- 
penses of £24.4m. 


Amec bid battle hots 15) 


The bid battle between con- 
struetkm^oop Amec and Nor- 
way’s Kvaeroeg irUeosifred 

- ' 's 


adrisera contacted the' 

Panel, writes RbsscD Hotten. 

- County Natwest, adviser to 
Ame(^ friars Ksaemermaybe in 
breach of tbe takeover code 
vdien ft pubEriiestbe terms of its 
offer to preference diar^Krideis. 

Kvaeraer has mounted a 
£2 Q2 . 6 m ca sh bid for the ordi- 
nary shares, bnt has until Mon- 
day to detail the terms of its 
offer for the large number of 
preference shares in 
worth about £T72m. - 


The^ waning sides hddasccret 
meetir^on'VVfednesdayatwhich 
Kvaemer is thought to have sug- 
gested that Ameciecommend the 
offer in return for favourable 


treatment for the preference, 
shareholders. Under takeover 


ca nu nt be mnefa different fro m 
K«aez»x>£I-aehare bid for tbe 
o rd ruai y capital. Amec fired its 
first formal shot against Kvaem- 
er yesterday, detaffingwhy ft be- 
Sevrathetadundervalnesdie UK 
. fiim. Amec said shareholders 
shook) be aware that Kvaeraer is 

partjtadnrJy in te rested m Amec’s 
ftocess and Energy activities. 
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•€< « a sad day 

v * '^° r the City because 
^ -the change tothts- 
. sort of system :?.'v: 
marks formal ; ; 

“ the banning ' 
of the ehfl bTlts 
pre-emir^ntrofe 
in st^ trading 



Stock exchange pushes the City from pole position 


ro proceed wtfo an onder-dnven trading sys- 
tem alongside the existing qirote-dnvS 
are the other European bourses, 
fro until now the also-rans ofinieniationaJ 

S«^^- s ? wcetyw?rth athou ^t re- 

S? mI ? ”° t™ 00 * lhreal to *6 

s^of theliffldon Exdfoage. They are an 
™swion order-driven systems too. 
V^.the London market moves that way 
pote position in Europe 
; and just becomes part of the crowd, one of 
roany. You and- 1 canid set tip an order* 
anven trading system. AHyou nod is a good 
SSS& most Of the European bowses 
MEady have one. By moving over to it, the 
^Mon Exdxange is copying the others, 
lnough this may be just bowine to the 


1 


none the less a sad day for the City for h 
niarks fCttmaBy the begntoing of the end of 
, its pre-emineat role. It will take a good few 
years yet, but in time it won't' much matter 
whore you trade - Loudon, Paris, Milan, 
Frankfort or. even Bombay for that matter. 

•Ajl of which may make Merrill Lynch, 
SBC and Dresdner look a little sffly. The 
prices they paid for Smith New Court, ^&r- 
bure and Kleinwort Benson are suddenly 
looking rather generous. Ii is no secret that 
one o f the great attractions of these City 
firms for their foreign owners was foeiY 
lucrative market- making businesses. Smith 


New Court makes as much as 40 per cent 
of its money from market making. The 
quote-driven system is the hallmark of Lon- 
don; those who want to deal have liuJe 
choice but to go through these powerful mid- 
dlemen. The advent of order-driven prices 
alongside the quote-driven ones turns mar- 
ket makers into an endangered species. 

The order-driven system dispenses with 
middlemen, offering the automatic and 
anonymous matching of buy and sell orders 
on the screen, if you place the two systems 
on the same screen for the same stock, as 
some advocate, the inevitable result will be 
to squeeze to almost nothing the margins 
that market makers exploit. 

Michael Lawrence, chief executive of the 
Stock Exchange, hopes this belated revolu- 
tion will stop foe rot and shore up London’s 
position, mil it hell. Ironically, it was the 
unrivalled skills and expertise of the market 
1 makers that gave London such an edge over 
the rest of Europe. The world has move on. 
and the Stock Exchange lamentably foiled 
to seize the moment when it should have 
done several years ago. 

Property sector 
goes to the wall 

r | tore was nothing particularly un expect - 
JL edm foe decline in the value of MEPC’s 
net assets per share, but what a depressing 
picture of Britain's commercial property mar- 


ket the figure painted. The upturn in demand 
and rents at foe beginning of Iasi year is be- 
ginning to look like a blip in an otherwise 
relentless downturn of foe sector’s for- 
tunes. 

The property marker has three mam 
problems. First, investing institutions who 
Own most of foe country's stock of com- 
mercial properties are selling more buildings 
than they are buying. .Actually this is noth- 
ing new: since the 1960s, when property's 
attractions as a hedge against inflation and 
an alternative to equities were first recog- 
nised, insurance and pension funds ha!e 
been steadily reducing their exposure to 
bricks and mortar. The rate of disinvestment 
has accelerated recently. New rules and actu- 
arial methods mean that pension funds 
need to increase their weightings in hqurd 
investments. Property is foe most illiquid 
asset in the best of markets - at the moment 
it can be completely unsaleable. 

The second issue confronting the sector 
is foe malaise afflicting foe property agents 
who broker deals and value portfolios, cul- 
minating recently with the receivership of 
Colliers Erdman Lewis, one of the better 
| known names and the widespread view that 
many more firms will go to foe wall. Strug- 
| gling just to survive, no agent is likely to take 
any risks with a valuation. And with so lit- 
tle agency business available, foe temptation 
for an agent is to cut (he price of a building 
ever lower to try and stimulate trade. 

Problem number three is arguably the 


' most severe p.nd foe least well understood. 

Currently most buildings axe valued on foe 
i assumption foal they will be let on a 25-year 

• lease w-ji h no break clauses. This is no longer 
; the case and. with a two-tier market cmerg- 

• ing in which many secondary properties will 
1 ne\:r find tenants again, investors are 

rightly demanding a greater premium to 
compensate for the higher risk of shorter 
lease terms. 

i .All of which leads to foe biggest problem 
; of all from foe investor’s perspective. With 
; capital values and rents- in all but foe ritzi- 
; esi of new properties in the doldrums, dh’- 
I idends won't grow for years. Little wonder 
foal foe sector has underperformed the rest 
. of the jttnckznaii'*! by more than a third over 
■ foe past five years. 

A £40Om kick at 
; the Post Office 

: Tf ever there were an argument in favour 

• Xof pri\atisation. it is foe cynical way min- i 
; i ster? bleed the corporate entities they con- 

: trol in an effort to balance foe Government's I 
1 books. The latest victim is foe Post Office, j 
which will have nearly £400m whisked away 
' from it in the three financial vcais from 1996- 
97. 

Thai is the extra amount of cash the Post 
Office has been told to pay to the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry from its prof- 
its. above and bevond foe levels it thouuht 


had been agreed a year ago. There is no 
doubt about the figures, ’rite £2WJm extra 
required in the first two years of the ihrec- 
yeur period is printed in black and while in 
the Budget Red Book. 

Hie Government could argue that since 
foe Post Office is a profitable business, a 
higher dividend for the Exchequer - 
together with corporation lax -isa perfectly 
justifiable reward. But it would be disingc- 
nious of it to du so because, in the row that 
followed Michael Hcsclimcs decision to 
abandon Post Office privatisation. serious 
promises were made about helping the 
business to invest and compete. 

The Post Office understood that to mean 
its contribution to the Government would 
be fixed at the then agreed levels, not 
jacked up by a Chancellor short of money 
f.'r lax cuts. The management has been 
urged to use foe private finance initiative as 
an alternative way of raising investment 
money. This is a notorious K slow' and diffi- 
cult process. 

The upshot is that the Post Office is now 
threatening m cut costs and raise prices to 
tiflset the damage inflicted by the Govern- 
ment. Although miv.i of Briiain hated the 
idea, partial Post Office privatisation was 
never as bud as it was made out. It is a para- 
dnx that by behaving in this fashion, minis- 
ters only underline the importance of remov- 
ing large businesses from their control. 
Perhaps they arc kicking the Post Office 
around to prove the point. 
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Orders boost 
US rate hopes 


Last lamentrA worker outside dhe Daimlur-Benz DASA factory in Munich hammering crucifixes in protest at the loss of 8,800 jobs 
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DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

A batch of weak economic fig- 
ures yesterday raised hopes of 
a fall in US interest rates later 
this month. The German Bun- 
desbank's decision not to cut its 
key interest rate did nothing to 
dent hopes of imminent reduc- 
tions in Britain and America. 

The yield on foe benchmark 
long-term US Treasury bond fell 
to its lowest for more than two 
years after reports of a drop in 
new orders for durable goods 
and a weaker-foan-expecied 
regional manufacturing survey. 
The dollar surged against the 
mark, gaining a pfennig to 
reach DM1.4470 at midday. 

Many Will Street analysis see 
further clashes between Presi- 
dent Climoa and Congress as 


R uHg ri ripmanrls Cancer drug lifts British Biotech 


the only possible obstacle to a 
move hv the Federal Reserve. 

Its policy committee meets on 
19-20 December - just a week 
after the monthly meeting be- 
tween the Chancellor of foe Ex- 
chequer and Governor of foe 
Bank of England, also widely ex- 
pected in lead to a fall in interest 
rates. 

The Bundesbank's Council 
next meets on 14 December but 
most analysts now do not expect 
German rates to fall until the 
new year. There was a drop in 
the weekly figures for new un- 
employment claims in the US. 
But durable goods orders fell 1 
per cent in October after strong 
gains in the previous two 
months. There was a decline of 
7.4 per cent in non-defence 
capital orders - a leading indi- 
cator for investment spending. 
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RUSSELL HQTIEN-' - 

Tbe Post Office is foreateaxfog 
to raise stamp prices and cot 
more jobs after the Govern- 
ment demanded that the or- 
ganisation almost double the 
amount of money it returns to' 
the Treasury. - • -• 

Mike Heron, the Post (Mice 
chairman, said he had protest- 
ed ‘“very strongly'' to ministers 
about the new cash-back tar- 
gets, which would wipe oat 
profits and leave fittle to re- 
invest in services. . 

It was revealed in the fine 

instead o^fwyi^ £5f4m in 
divitteads to Thb Government 
over date next fopse years, the 
Post Office tOustnow pay 
£925m. . . 

“It makes .a.*jw l7 in postal 
prices almost inevitable," Mr 
Heron said. “AndwevriU have 
to look for £100ro inefficien- 
cy savings in each of the next 
three years.'' 

The Government had sets*. 
annual dividend from the post' 
Office at £178m for eacbofthte 
next three financial years. Tftafc 
had been increased to £298ro : 
in 1996/97, and to £317m and; 
£31 0m in the following two 
years. The three-year total of 
almost £Jbn is about as much 
as the Post Office has paid in 
the last 10 years. . 

The move sparked a politi- 
cal row, - with the Labour Par- 


ty accusing the Government of 
-milking the Post Office to pay 
for tax cuts while Trotting ser- 
vices at risk. . 

.Mr Heron said he was told 
of tbe move last week by lam 
Lang, Hade , and Industry Sec- 
retary, who emphasised the 
.need to reduce pnhKr 
borrowing. 

Now Mr Heron has written 
fo foe iznnisterwanui^ that foe. 
Pbst Office would suffer unless 
it' was given greater conuner- 

effectively. He bhssetout a de- 
tailed fist of demands, but de- 
clined to - reveal them 


In 1993 the cost of .stamps 
was frozen until March 1 996, 
but the organisation was now 
likely to raise first and second- 
class prices by at least lp to 
bring m extra revenues of be- 
tween £130m and £1 50m. 

The Post Office made record 
profits last year of £472m. On 
top of paying Treasury divi- 
dends, the Post Office paid 
£U0m in corporation tax. 

. : John Roberts, foe chief ex- 
Vecutive, said: ‘‘The 

•Government has its job! to do 
’~-sSd’ we have ours. We would 
* jte'frufing in our duty to, the 
.customer if we did not make 
- clear tfie implications ofthese 
figures2*\ 

He recognised foat foe tax- 
payer des&rved to slwre in 
Post 'Office profit^ but said that 


the right balance was needed 
between returning dividends 
and investing in services. Cap- 
ital expenditure has been run- 
ning at between £350m to 
£400m a year. 

Attempts to privatise foe 
Post Office last year-were de- 
feated in Parliament and this 
move suggests that a sell-off Is 
now far down foe political 
agenda. 

Michael Heseltine. then 
trade secretary, had indicated 
he would try to give foe or- 
ganisation more commercial 
freedom within government 
ownership. The fear now is that 
the increase in government 
cash, demands is a complete re- 
versal of that policy, and the 
Treasury is intent on using foe 
Post Office as a “piggy bank" 
to finance tax cuts. 

. The Post Office has shed 
about 10,000 jobs in foe last 
four years, and productivity has 
risen 33 per cent. But Mr 
Roberts said the increased 
cash demand would make foe 
organisation increasingly vul- 
nerable to attack from foreign 
rivals. 

Margaret Beckett, shadow 
trade secretary, said: “The 
Government are not content 
with the £35m a day they have 
taken from North Sea oil and 
privatisation over the last 16 
years. Now they are demand- 
ing another £lm a day from 
foe PO.” 


MAGNUS GRfMOND 

British Biotech saw its stock 
market value soar £244m to 
£748m yesterday after the fledg- 
ling biotechnology company re- 
ported what could be a 
breakthrough for its new anti- 
cancer drug, marimastat- 
The new oral drug was shown 
to hah foe growth or actually re- 
duce cancerous tumours in a 


third of foe 94 patients in- 
volved in foe initial human lest 
programme. The rate of in- 
crease in tumours was slowed in 
a further 26 per cenL 

The news prompted the 
shares to jump £5.05 to £15.45 
yesterday, with excited City an- 
alysts suggesting that they could 
hit £20 nest year. 

Dr Peter Lewis. British 
Bioledb’s head of research and 


Welsh prepares 
for hostile bid 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Welsh Water was last night 
poised for a hostile bid for 
Swalec, foe South Wales elec- 
tricity company, which yester- 
day rejected an informal £843m 


Welsh V&ler said the indica- 
tive bid was worth 91 op but An- 
drew Walker, chief executive of 
Swalec, said “It took us all of five 
minutes to reject iL It is a low 
value that is a long way from 
what the market is pointing to.” 
He s planning to complain to the 
Takeover Panel about what he 
claims is Welsh Water’s dither- 
ing over foe last three weeks. 

The shares dosed last night 
at 890p, excluding the value of 
foe company's National Grid 
stake, which is being given to 
shareholders. 

Graham Hawker, chief ex- 
ecutive of Welsh Whter. said the 
indicative offer, which would in- 
clude the Swalec plan unveiled 
yesterday for a special divi- 


dend, was worth 945 p a share 
to pension funds, which will re- 
ceive a tax credit. 

He added that Mr Wblker, 
who on Wednesday said a rec- 
ommendable offer must be well 
above 900p a share, had said 
during discussions that be 
would be prepared to recom- 
mend a price less than 95l)p. 

Asked whether he was about 
to launch a bositle bid Mr 
Hawker said: “We are consid- 
ering all our options and a hos- 
tile bid is obviously one option 
open to us." 

Mr Whlker said he would be 
quite happy to “recommend an 
offer that was recommeodable" 
but criticised Welsh Water for un- 
dervaluing the company, which 
yesterday reported half-year prof- 
its of £60.4m before tax, com- 
pared with £53. 6m a year ago. 

Mr Walker announced lOOp 
a share special dividend costing 
£92m, marking a change from 
previous plans to hand back 
cash to shareholders through 
share buybacks. 


Defence attacks regulators and banks 



JOHN W1LLCOCK 
Finance Correspondent 

M- 

Kevin Maxwell's defence coun- 
sel yesterday slammed govern- 
,g- mein regulators, solicitors, 
£;:• accountants and bankers for 

faifag m stop fe “casual mov^ 

ment’’ of assets arwmd die . 
5|: Maxwell group. 

Imro, the Government s 
#. wnlchdogforp<ro^ftmck,had 
rsf been “totally useless”, Kevin's 

•r$=. counsel, Alnn Jones QC, told 

-.S the Old Bailey jury. " 

- 2 & .■ Robert MaxwdTs main 
banker, Nat West, his auditors. 
Gropers & lybrand, and ac- 
countants KPMG all came un- 


Hie Maxwell Tnal 



Ifaylrt 


der Mr Jones’s criticism. Mr 
Jones even took a sideswipe at 
Ifte state of English law at the 
time when Robert Maxwell 

ruled the roosL There had been 

“no legal fetters" on company 


bosses uring and controlling 
. pension fund assets. “None at 
an," he stressed. 

Kevin Maxwell, the youngest 
son of Robert Maxwell, had 
openly admitted foe shame he 
felt for the group's collapse and 
foe responsibility be bore, he 

said. After hk father’s death left 

him at the helm of the aifing em- 
pire he never tried.to say: “It’s 
all dad’s fault. I am giving up. 
I am going home" 

He (fid not react with bitter- 
ness. He did not call in foe re- 
ceneesJosteadhe (fid everything 
he could to save the group. His 
efforts had not resulted in any 
personal gaip and he had not 


gone around “destroying and 
shredding evidence," Mr Jones 
stressed 

But what about the profes- 
sionals? As long ago as 1988 ac- 
countants KPMG knew that 
Robert Maxwell was using pen- 
sion fend investments as col- 
lateral for his takeover bids. 
And Coopers & Lybrand had 
known for a decade that the ty- 
coon was moving assets around 
his empire, Mr Jones said. 

Mr Jones said NatWkst couJd 
also be criticised, as it had en- 
couraged Maxwell’s “one-group 
phOosoph/’ of his empire. 

Kevin, his brother Ian, and 
foe former Maxwell finance di- 


rector, Larry Trachtenberg, all 
deny conspiracy to defraud by- 
misuse of pension fund assets. 
The trial was adjourned to 
today. 

Wednesday's Independent 
quoted Mr Jones as saving thaL 
even if Kevin Maxwell been 
caught with a jemmy and a 
blow-torcb in foe vaults of foe 
Bank of England at dead of 
night “it would prove be had 
plundered the Mirror pen- 
sion fends”. This should have 
read “it would not have helped 
you deride the principle 
question: who did he and his 
father consider those shares 
belonged to?" 


investment, said: "This is the 
first evidence from human tri- 
als that marimastat may have an 
effect on the progression of hu- 
man cancer.” However, he said 
firm conclusions must await 
completion of clinical testing. 

Phase III trials could start in 
the second half of next year, 
with analysts pencilling in ap- 
proval of the drug in Europe 
and the US bv 1999. The latest 


Fresh 
signs of 
housing 
revival 

NIC CICUTTJ 


Signs that the decline in the 
housing market may finally be 
coming to an end look set to be 
confirmed today by fresh figures 
showing a significant rise in 
property prices last month. 

Nationwide Building Soci- 
ety's house price index, pub- 
lished today, is believed to show 
that the cost of homes rose sub- 
stantially in November. 

Although prices are still low- 
er than f2 months, ago, No- 
vembers rise is likely to be seen 
as reinforcing the upward pat- 
tern established since the end 
of summer. Nationwide's sta- 
tistics will come on the same day 
as official figures from the Bank 
of England on housing trans- 
action numbers for October. 

Ian Shepberdson, LfK econ- 
omist at HSBC Greenwell, said: 
“1 believe they will show an in- 
crease in transactions. Many 
people thought they would fall 
because of the changes that 
month in eligibility for benefits 
when people lost their jobs. This 
will be on lop of rising Ggures 
for earlier months. Overall, foe 
quarterly increase will be very 
substantial compared to (he 
previous three months. " 

His comments followed the 
decision by most big lenders, in- 
cluding Halifax, Nationwide, 
Britannia. Abbey National, 
Northern Rock and Bradford & 
Bingley. to cut the cost of home 
loans by up to 0.4 per cent. 

Mr Sftepherdson said: 
“Building societies are behav- 
ing as any company ought when 
faced with a collapse in sales - 
cut prices. It is hard to sec this 
as anything other than a very’ 
powerful signal to the housing 
market.” 


results make it virtually certain 
that holders of British Biotech 
warrants will now convert into 
ordinary shares in December 
and January, raising £47-5m 
for foe company and ensuring 
its continued survival. 

British Biotech announced u 
£4 .03ro loss lor the three 
months to October, taking the 
deficit in the latest half year to 
£1 Im from £12Jtni before. 
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OLD NAVITIMER 

Na'TTIVTER’ Ov Gx (at «*J. os Tint. With hmr J trudsl aspect of air travel 
pilots and navigators have lung viewed iheir watch as their basic personal 
instrument Even with h<djy’« soptiKtnvIrd navigation satvllitos and radio 
beacons, "flight ■nnpvHn’ like the N.'svmvm, an/ f nll uwii for muline 
calculations. 

A slide ruk- (Q this Lind is buiJt mlo N*v rmiEP rocdwniaJ chronograph*. 
The pilot’s sole p/rvnal irfctlrunV'nt, today's N.wmwEVs ere based on 
a design voted official watch of (he Aircraft Owners i Mitts Association 
in I9S2. Relentlessly improved since then. KavITTMEIS are totally efficient 
and f.avinaUng tu operate while (heir good knLs remain as unmistakable 
as ever. 


AVAILABLE FROM SELECTED JEWELLERS 
THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST TELEPHONE 0171 b3? 5167. 


BREITLING SA, PO. Box 1 132. SWITZERLAND - 1540 C REN CHEN 
TR; 41 65/51 If 31. Fajc4I 65 t S3 1009 


INSTRUMENTS FOR PROFESSIONALS 







26 


INDEPENDENT. * FRIDAY 1 DECEMBER 1995 


business 



TH E I N VEST M EXT C OLUjVI X 

Edited l>v To M S'i'E V 1 -; \ so 


Hanson drives into a dead-end 


The decision not to raise the dividead 
at Hanson confirmed what has been be- 
coming increasingly obvious of late - 
that the conglomerate is a spent force, 
forced into cosmetic changes to con- 
vince the City (as Williams, its small- 
er rival, has had to do) that far from 
being a sprawling mish-mash of busi- 
nesses it £s actually sharply focused on 
four clearly defined operations. 

The reality of Hanson's plight is that 
its strategy has been driving it into a 
cul-de-sac for years. Buying under- 
performing, basic businesses to slash 
costs can only ever lead to a grouping 
of performing basic businesses with un- 
exceptional growth prospects. As tbe 
parent grows bigger, it becomes more 
and more difficult to do deals of a suf- 
ficient size to make a difference. 

The company put a cheerful gloss on 
these figures, which superficially were 
not aL all bad. Pre-tax profits, down 
slightly at £1 2Sbn l£l 37bn) were put 
in an unfairly harsh light by a £440 m 
swing in exceptional, one-off charges 
compared with last year. 

At the trading level in Lhe US, 
Quantum and SCM continued to pow- 
er ahead, riding the chemicals price cy- 
cle. Peabody benefited from the 
absence of last year's strike and Grove, 
the crane business, is running fast and 
still not keeping up with demand. 

At home, ARC continues to squeeze 
better margins oul of flat demand. Im- 
perial Tbbacco continues to shrug off 
tbe relentless decline of its market, ris- 
ing 6 percent during the year, and Han- 
son Brick bounced pleasingly. 

All that drove operating profits to 
a record £1.49bn, 35 per cent better 
than last year after funnies like the co3l 
strike and acquisition profits have 
been stripped ouL Underlying earnings 
per share, ignoring last year's one-off 
Beazer Homes profit, were up sharply 
from 15p to 19.7p. Thai left the divi- 
dend, at I2p, covered safely, if not ex- 
actly lavishly. But since the Quantum 
acquisition, Hanson has become a 
much more cyclical, volatile earnings 
stream and a dramatic till in ethylene 
prices in the final quarter of the year 
to September points to the Quantum 
success running out of steam. 

So how best to value Hanson now 
it has reached the corporate pipe and 
slippers stage? Now it is talking seri- 
ously about selling off non-core but 
sizeable businesses such as Cavenham 
or Suburban Propane, a break-up val- 
uation is pertinent. At between 174p 
and 226p, according to one broker, that 
offers little upside from the current 
1925p, unchanged yesterday. 

As a quasz-gQt, the current yield of 


7.8 per cent is attractive, but with lit- 
tle growth in prospect that is only right 
and proper. Hanson's shares are worth 
less now than they were five years ago 
and although well supported, they are 
still unattractive. 


One for the road 
at Grand Met 


Yesterday's results from Grand Met- 
ropolitan were remarkable for a num- 
ber of reasons. There were no nasty 
surprises or complicated restructur- 
ings; the results themselves were bang 
on target; and analysts held their 
forecasts or even upgraded for the cur- 
rent year. 

Perhaps this was because these fig- 
ures were Lord Sheppard's last before 
he steps down as chairman next March. 
So much nicer to go out on a steady, 
upbeat note than a controversial one. 
- Of course, given the company's 
record further restructurings, with the 
usual barrow-load of provisions and re- 
stated figures, can never be ruled ouL 
But for now at least the company looks 
set for a reasonable period of organic 
growth. Pearle, tbe opticians business, 


will no doubt be sold before long, leav- 
ing Grand Met focused on branded 
food and drink. 

Pre-tax profits for the year to Sep- 
tember were up 40.7 per cent to 
©20m, though the underlying profils 
were 3 per cent lower at £912m. Over- 
all, Pillsbuiy, the US food business, is 
doing well while the £DV drinks dtvi- 
sion and Buxger King are suffering from 
some minor localised difficulties. 

Pillsbuiy, which now includes Rit, the 
US foods group that was acquired in 
February, pushed up profits by almost 
50 percent. Burger King is not for sale, 
the company says, and like-for-like 
profits increased by a healthy 6 per cent. 
However, profits dropped from £224m 
to £196m over the year due to lower 
franchise sales - which fell from £64m 
to £50m. 

ID V which indudes the Malibu and 
J&B Scotch brands, is still suffering 
from tbe loss of the Absolut vodka 
franchise. The group hopes to push 
through a 2 percent price increase next 
year though this may be wishful think- 
mg. Rivals such as Guinness and Sea- 
gram have been cautious on price 
recently. 

Grant Met shares have had a good 
run this year, up from 355p in Janu- 
ary to 442p yesterday, when it climbed 


8p. Analysts are forecasting profits of 
£980m for the current year, which puts 
the shares on a forward rating of 14. 
With bid speculation falling away, tbe 
wfcnomi 


shares looi 
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BPB still faces 
price worries 

BPB's plans to open a new£50m plas- 
terboard plant in Berlin by the middle 
of next year is a bold move. Despite, 
commanding half the European mar- 
ket for tbe product, the company 
failed to hold on to any of the 10 per 
cent price rise posted in Germany ear- 
lier this year. 

Although it fared better in the UK 
and France, the revelation that much 
of the pain was caused by an aggres- 
sive attempt to win back market share 
by its rival Gyproc Benelux is a wor- 
rying reminder of the price war of five 
years ago. 

It is against this apparently un- 
promising background that BPB snow 
attempting to push through a new 
round of price increases. Ranging 
from 2-3 per cent in France to 12 per 
cent in the UK. the hope is that the 
rises will recover some of the margin 
lost so far this year to higher paper 
costs. 

But this is not the whole story, as 
yesterday’s better than expected in- 
terim results demonstrate. Pre-tax 
profits advanced from £76. 1m to 
£78.9m in the six mouths to Septem- 
ber, an underlying rise of over 13 per 
cent when a £7 5m loss on sale is 
stripped ouL The dividend goes up 8 
per cent to 3.1p. 

Mr Cuny argues that things have 
changed markedly since the early 
1990s, when the two major Continen- 
tal groups Lafarge and Knauf were 
fighting their way into new markets. 
And although the slowdown in Ger- 
many has hit volumes, growth there and 
in Austria and Eastern Europe com- 
bined was still a healthy 15 percent in 
the latest period. 

The theory is that the new factory 
will only make up.for tbe shortfall be- 
tween current German production 
and demand. The problem is that 
others are also adding capacity, not all 
of which can be absorbed by the ad- 
mittedly fast-expanding eastern Eu- 
ropean market 

Full year profits of £181m would put 
the shares at 31 7p, up 6p, on a forward 
rating of 13. Fairly rated until the pic- 
ture in Germany dears. 


Royal Bank in talks to 
merge 


JOHN EISENHAMMER . 

Financial Editor - 

The Royal Bank of Scotland an- 
nounced yesterday it is in talks 
to mei^e its subsidiary, Citizens 
Financial Group, with the Bank 
of Ireland’s First New Hamp- 
shire Bank, joining the consol- 
idation wave in the US. 

Iain Robertson, managing 
director of Royal Bank's cor- 
porate and institutional bank- 
mg dwfcion, said the deal made 
sense as the Royal Bank sub- 
sidiary and First New Hamp- 
shire Bank were both 
“essentially community neigh- 
bourhood banks” and general- 
ly the leading or second bank in 
their respective markets. . 

Full-year results posted yes- 
terday warmed the City, with a 
13 percent rise in pre-tax prof- 



Easter money: Royal Bank chairman Lord Younger 


its to £602m topping 
tions. “The results werehelped 
by lower bad-debt provisions, 
nonetheless it’s a very good in- 
crease at the pre-provision lev- 
el and I don’t think anyone will 
be able to fault that,” said Pan- 
in ure Gordon analyst Tim 
Clarke. Royal Bank’s shares 
dosed yesterday rip 10pat557p. 

The announcement on Citi- 
zen did not make dear which 
subsidiary is the driving force 
behind the merger: “It looks like 
a continuation of what Citizens 
have been doing for a long 
time — making acquisitions — 
which has been very profitable 
for them so far,” said Mr 
Clarice. 

The Bank of Ireland said -a 

ftirfhpr armmmrement nuniild he . 

made when discussions were 


concluded- The Royal iBank, 
which has itself been the sub- 
ject of recent bid speculation as 
the UK banking and building 
society sector stakes a dash for 
size, appears to be adopting the 


xroup, which is selling its US 
retail arm, Bancorp. Nat West 
concluded there is no point in 
being a small player in a big 
market and did not wish to com- 
mit foe resources to build-up. 

Net interest income at Roy- 
al Bank increased by 11 per 
cent, or£107m,ofwhich4per 
cent was attributable to acqui- 
sitions made by Citizens. Roy- 
al Bank said it also saw good 
volume growth in mortgages 
and corporate advances. Oper- 
ating expenses, as expected, 
were sharply higher, showing 
growth of 10 percent 


South West to improve supply 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

South West Water is bringing 
forward £7m of capital spend- 


areas still suffering restrictions 
caused by the summer drought 
The company, which yester- 
day reported - interim profits 
up from £51m to £54m, also sad 
real dividend growth would 
continue at 3-4 percent in the 
foreseeable future. 

Thousands of people in 
South-west England still face 
water restrictions after the 


worst drought for two centuries. 
About £3 Jm was spent in the 
first half to deal with the short- 
age and in malting payments .to 
customers advised to boil their 
water to avoid contamination. 

The interim dividend rose 7.7 
per cent to 9iJp, but the finance 
director, Ken Hill, sadit could 
not continue at thfe rate, ^e: 
wfll not be able to match, the 

irom^me of die other water 
companies,” he said. 

He said any tfividend growth 
wouldbe achieved only through 


/soon-core 
operations, and the current 
performance indicated a 3-4 per 
cent growth rate. . - . 

Die group’s non-core waste 
management and construction 
services made operating prof- 
its of £2.5m, up 13.6 per cent. 
Tbe pre-tax figure was a 25 per 
cent tatt to £1.2m due to fi- 
naacmg costs related to acqui- 
sitions' made earlier this year. 
The performance of the core 
water businesses was expected 
to be “pretty flat” in the full 
year, Mr Hill said. 
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Legal Notices 


OPRAF 

RAILWAYS ACT 1993 
DESIGNATION OF EXPERIMENTAL 
PASSENGER SERVICE 

An experimental service is one which 
is introduced on a trial basis to assess 
its long term viability. Such services 
require designation by the Franchising 
Director under the terms of the 1993 
Railways Act The following services 
have been designated: 

RAILWAYS BETWEEN HEALD 
GREEN WEST JUNCTION AND 
HEALD GREEN SOUTH JUNCTION 

1. The Director of Passenger Rail 
Franchising, in exercise of his powers 
under section 48 of the Railways Act 1993 
(c.43), hereby designates as experimental, 
in relation to the line between Heald 
Green West Junction and Heald Green 
South Junction both in the Gty of 
Manchester, services proposed to be 
provided between Manchester Piccadilly 
and Wilms low via Manchester Airport 

2. This designation is for the period of 
5 years beginning on 12 November 1995. 

DCW Revolts 

Authorised by the Director of 
Passenger Rail Franchising to sign in 
that behalf. 

10 November 1995 

STATIONS ON THE UNE BETWEEN 
NEWSTEAD AND MANSFIELD 
WOODHOUSE 

1. The Director of Passenger Rail 
Franchising, in exercise of his powers 
under section 48 of the Railways Act 1993 
(c43), hereby designates as experimental, 
in relation to the line between 
Newstead and Mansfield Wood house, 
and the stations referred to in 
paragraph 2 below, services proposed 
to be provided between Nottingham 
and Mansfield Woodhouse both in 
the County of Nottinghamshire. 

2. The stations referred to in paragraph 
1 above are stations proposed to be 
opened at 

• Mansfiekl Woodhouse 

• Mansfield 

• Sutton Parkway 

• Kirkby Centre 

3. This designation is for the period of 

5 years beginning on 12 November 1995. 

DCW Revolts 

Authorised by the Director of 
Passenger Rail Franchising to sign in 
that behalf. 

10 November 1995 
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3i investment returns slow down 


Special 

Reports 

Diary 

1996 

FAX-U-BACK 
0336 416 295 

For a. list of forthcoming 
Independent Special Reports, 
please fax the number above 
and press “start” when 
connected. Your fax machine 
will then print out our diary. 

Calls are charged at 39p per 
minute cheap rate, and 49p per 
minute at aff other times. 


3i, Europe’s biggest provider of venture capital, has sefiffa slow- 
down in smaller company earnings this year. Rising at averagerates 
of 25 percent as the UK emerged from recession betweea 1993 
and early 1994, profits growth at the com p anies ip whfcfr3i in- 
vests decelerated to nearer 15 percent in the second half of 1994. 

Despite this, 3i was still able to report a 13 per cent rise in to- 
tal return to shareholders for the six months to September yes- 
terday. Tbtal return comprised pre-tax profits up from £33m to 
£42Jm and capital profits more than doubled from £110m to 
£23 9m, before currency, translation adjustments. Now an invest- 
ment trust, 3fs net asset value rose from 346p to 390p and the 
interim dividend goes up 11 per cent to 3.1p. 

Lift for Stagecoach 

Shares in Stagecoach, the highly acquisitive and often-criticised 
bus operator, rose 5p to 283p on news of a 43 per cent jump in 
half-year pre-tax profits to £20.7m.The dividend for tbe six months 
to 140dxAierisbeingb(X3sted by27peroentto2.1pBrian Souler^ 
chairman, -said he was confident about prospects for the rest of 
the year, and added that the company expected a February court 
hfiaring to challenge the Monopolies ana Mergers Commission's 
enforced sale of its 20 per cent shareholding in Strathclyde Bus- 
es and Mainline (Sheffield.) 

Losses push Tadpole into sfide 



WAbUUVA ft#*' HAVWWWBi -1 B . * m 

company anno un ced pmk-tax losses of almost £10m in the year 
to the end of SeptemberiDe^Htethe losses, which compared to 
a profits fall of £L-3m die previous year, the company said yes- 
terday that it stiH hopedfor growth to resume in 1996. 

Richard Km© Thdpole's chairman, admitted that mistakes had 
led to the past year's decline in sales to £24m, down from £32L5m 
in the previous 12 months. These included IBM’s withdrawal from 
setting a Thdpole computer notebook, while marketing projec- 
tions fof other company products were too optimistic, he added. 
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Royal Bank said these were 
associated with Citizens and 
with expansion- at its Direct 
Una Insurance unit and in the 
domestic branch network. Even 
then, its cost-to-income ratio im- 
proved to 522 percent from 53 2. 
percent The dividend was in- 
creased to 162p against 13.75p. 

Royal Bank said Direct Line's 
performance was particularly 
pleasing given the highly com- 
petitive markeL It showed de- 
teriorating operating margins 
but reported roughly stable 
profits from motor and house- 
bold insurance at £112m, up 
from £110m. 

Lord Younger, Royal Bank’s 
chairman, accompanied the re- 
sults with a guarded call for an 
interest rate cut. “Some easing 
of the monetary stance may be 
appropriate," he said. 
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models 


party for a gaggle of actuaries 
ffl f«e Great HajHa^irighf 
a™id concern fotti^r safety. 
y me had quest^edjtfie w©- 
Qom of releasing the students 
of mortalrtyainoog waxwork 

txmvermionwdi a statue 
^d^ev^T^fbund again. ' 

guests^A^fo honour the re- 
tirement of David Pea mrJr ' 
senwr&rtoerof Lane 
CXarfcj? ;&, Peacock, the con- 
sultmg actuaries. As is usual . 
at sue* events, the merry- 
makers were subjected to the 
museum’s standard joke. 

R amuses the people at 
Madame Tussauds to set up 
tfie, drinks table right m front 
dTthe models of senior reli- 
gious figures. Every time 
guests reach for a glass of 
wine they must confront the 
rigidly disapproving coun te- 
nance of, among others, the ■ 
Pope and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

“We enjoy the irony,” says 
the museum's Lucy Robert- 
son. “But it also gives us bet- 
ter access to our kitchens.” 
The highlight of the 
evening was the speech by 
Martin Slack, the new senior 
partner. Madame Thssauds 
had positioned him in front 
of the modeled the Royal . 
family and there was some / 
relief that he did not confess ■ 
to adultery. 

Fears that the actuaries 
might go wild and damage 
the exhibits were misplaced. 
But it does happen. It can 
cost £25,000 to replace a - 
model, although it is randy 
necesary after a corporate - - 
bash. “We did once lose a_ 
piece of the Dalai Lama’s 
ear,” reflects Ms Robertson. 



Master of irony and access to the kitchen 


“Oh, and the head of an 
Irish Prime Minister.” .. 

An appaffing imfidment of 
the Treasury, which has al- 
ways preached that manufac- 
turers should keep the lid on 
inflation by absorbing cost 
pressures. The cost of the 
Red Book - a nmaway best- 
sellerwhicb<±rtmktfes the 
economicfbrecasts, taxand 
spending details of a small is- 
land nation — h as risgn from 
£15.50 to £17.00. That is four 
times the rate of inflation that 
it was predicting in the (much 
cheaper) edition, last year. 

Neither is the rise consis- 
tent with this year's story. On 
page 45, the book says “com- 
petition remains fierce, as 
evidenced by recent attempts 
to end collective agreements 
in book retailing-' 7 


Stephen Jobs, the co-founder of Apple Computer who 
quit after a bitter struqggie for control of the company in 
1985, joins that select band who have made $lbn hi just 
one day. 

Shares in hisPixar Animation Sthdios - which uses 
computers rather than cameras to make movies - went 
through die stratosphere on thehr first day of trading on 
the IIS Naafaq prrhangry makmg the pndgy genius 

worth more than he c ever wasnt Apple. . ' . ■ 

It was Pixar that made the Disney bfockbiister Toy 


'Jobs dismissed the windfall with the aplomb of a 
man who made $239m at the age of 25. "There's no - 
yacht ox my fotare,” he told reporters. *Tue newer done 
thfe jobfor money.” : 


Accountants poring over the 
fine detail of (he Budget have 
stumbled across the hitherto 
unreported death of the “red 
fuel” scam. For those of you 
without an HGV licence, red 
fuel (so-called because h con- 
tains a marker dye) is the 
much cheaper off-road diesel 
that may not be pumped into 
British fuel tanks willy-nilly. 
While it works perfectly well 
in both diesel cars and lorries, 
HM Customs' & Excise takes 
a dim view of those who seek 
to run their vehicles on the 
cheap. 

The trick was to take your 
car or articulated lorry over 
the border (usually from 
Northern Ireland to the Re- 
public), fill up with red fuel 
and dove back. Once in the 
tank the stuff could not be 
taxed as road fuel 

Unfortunately the wheeze 
got out of band, with red fuel 
stations springing op within 
yards of the border. Customs 
retaliated on I August by 
banning the practice for 
commmdal vehicles. Now 
the Chancellor has done the 
same for the private mo- 
torist And any attempt to 
enter the UK with red diesel 
will result in seizure of the 
vehicle, says Customs, 
adding that, “the overall rev- 
enue effect of this measure is 
neglible.” 


Rail fire sale a recipe for tears 


Around 70 per cent of rail pas- 
sengers vail be better wived and 
only a minority - perhaps 30 per 
cent - wiD be worse off as a re- 
sult of privatisation, according 
to one of the UK's most senior 
raQwaymen. That is a claim of 
such wonderful ambivalence, 
damning the privatisation 
process with the faintest of 
praise, that it is worth chewing 
over. 

The reasoning behind the 
dairn - unofficial, of course, be- 
cause these matters are politi- 
cally charged and public 
statements are dangerous for ca- 
reers - is that travellers within 
identifiable and wen travelled 
routes, especially commuter 
networks, will gain significant- 
ly. They will have the benefit of 
better and more focused railway 
management, as the 25 train op- 
erating companies are fran- 
chised out to the private sector. 

But those travelling cross- 
country on routes passing 
thiOQgh more than one fran- 
chise area wiD find their services 
deteriorating because of the 
complexities of operating such 
a fragmented network. 

This case cannot be proved 
one way or another until several 
years after privatisation, and it 
appears to be based mainly on 
gut feeling and experience 
rather than measurable data. 
But it is one of a number of 
claims made recently by railway 
insiders that buttress the pub- 
lic belief, shared by many MPs, 
that privatisation will end in 
tears. 

Another suggestion that 
must have been equally unwel- 



come to Sir 
George Young, 

Secretary for 
Transport, was 
made this week 
by a senior but 
anonymous rail- 
way " executive 
speaking to business journalists. 
It was "that the Government 
would likely raise little more 
than a third of the £9bn value 
of the railway's assets through 
the sale, and would probably re- 
ceive only a quarter of the 
£6bn asset value of Rail track 
when the company that owns 
the railway infrastructure is 
floated on the stock market next 
spring. 

The main reason put forward 
was that the Government was 
pushing the flotation through in 
too much of a hurry and would 
cot get full value from the City . 

This is in fact one of two dis- 
tinct strands of argument about 
privatisation that have been in- 
terweaved. often confusingly. 
The first is an objection to the 
structure of privatisation the 
Government has chosen, which 
results in forecasts of poorer 
service and higher subsidies. 
The second amounts lo saying 
the privatisation now under 
way is being badly bandied. 

Most agree that many pe- 
ripheral British Rail business- 
es. including engineering and 
maintenance workshops, never 
had any reason to belong to BR. 
which used to accrete such op- 
erations like some out of con- 
trol and badly managed 
conglomerate. 

The controversy all along 


INDUSTRY VIEW 

PETER RODGERS 


has been about the decision to 
separate operation of passenger 
services from ownership of the 
rolling stock and of the track. 

Leaving 2 side the less con- 
trovcrsiiJ freight and parcels op- 
erations. the new railway 
comprises 23 train operating 
companies (Toes), three rolling 
stock leasing companies 
(Rosens), which own the en- 
gines and carriages, and Roll- 
back. The most powerful of the 

Taxpayers and 
travellers will 
be left to regret 
at leisure 


many criticisms made of this 
arrangement is ihat it will pro- 
duce a railway of nightmarish 
complexity, in which subsidies 
will continue to be pumped in 
one end and private profits 
pop out the other. 

Unfortunately, while the case 
against the form of privatisation 
the Government has chosen 
reads compellingly. it is yester- 
day s aigumeoLLe gislati on to al- 
low- the changes has been on the 
staLute book for several years, 
and the sale process is begmning 


to look irre- 
versible, even if 
there are hic- 
cups from Lime 
to time -such as 
a court chal- 
lenge next week 
by the Save our 
Railways campaign to (he le- 
gality of the minimum service 
standards set by Roger Salmon, 
the passenger services fran- 
chising director, or the row 
over Resurgence Railways' bid 
for the Great Western franchise. 

Even Labour's opposition to 
rail privatisation does not go as 
far as tearing up the whole struc- 
ture to start again from scratch. 
That would be tough, since the 
agreement this month to sell the 
Roscos for £liibn has in one go 
brought in approaching half 
the likely privatisation pro- 
ceeds. 

As for the argument that 
£9bn worth of railway system is 
being sold for a fraction of its 
word), the asset numbers are a 
red herring. The Government 
has used a rather arbitrary as- 
set valuation to scl the charges 
lo be levied between the vari- 
ous parts of the broken-up rail- 
way empire. Bui the asset 
figures bear Utile relation to the 
way the railways have to be val- 
ued as a business. 

It is not the discrepancy be- 
tween asset values and likely 
sale prices that matters. As 
with any sale to the private sec- 
tor, the proceeds will be what 
Lhe market will pay. This is 
where the old guard in the rail- 
ways has a good point. 

The timetable of the privati- 


sation is being driven by poli- 
tics, because the Government 
wishes to sell Lhe hulk of the rail- 
ways well ahead of ibe election. 
This is both to bring in the rev- 
enues to .help witfTthe Budget 
arithmetic this year and next 
and to make it bard for a 
Labour government to reverse 
the process. 

The management of Rail- 
track, which is now quite sepa- 
rate from British Rail, is keen 
to see a 100 per cent sale take 
place well before the election, 
so there will be less chance of 
Labour retaking control. 

But the sale, if it goes ahead 
as scheduled between April 
and June, will be after a mere 
two full years as a separate 
company. 

Buyers wifi be well aware of 
the pressure to sell quickly, 
and that is a recipe for getting 
it at a knock-down price. Sim- 
ilarly. the pressure to sell the op- 
erating franchises in a hurry is 
virtually guaranteed lo worsen 
the terms for the Government. 

In the bad old days, govern- 
ments wooed voters with tax 
giveaways and economic 
booms, ignoring Lhe inflation- 
ary damage because it did not 
emerge until after Lhe elec- 
tion. Kenneth Clarke seems to 
have resisted the temptation in 
this week's Budget. 

But the Government is re- 
peating much the same mistake 
in its privatisation programme, 
bv allowing politics to determine 
the pace ai which ii sells the rail- 
ways. It is taxpayers and trav- 
ellers who will be left lo regret 
at leisure afterwards. 


London International has 
high hope for new condom 


NIGEL COPE 

London International, the 
Durex to Marigold gloves 
group, expects its Avanti 
polyurethane condom to cap- 
ture 10 per cent of the world- 
wide condom market by the end 
of the decade, the company said 
yesterday. The company be- 
lieves the Avanti brand can 
grow by between 3-4 per cent a 
year and grab £50m worth of 
world-wide sales. 

The plastic product is half as 
(hick as latex and is being mar- 
keted as a high-quality, high- 
priced niche product. 

Sofar.it is only on sale in 13 
western states in the US and has 
not yet gained regulatory ap- 


proval for sale as an approved 
contraceptive. It is undergoing 
clinical trials in America, which 
are expected to be completed 
next year. This wfl] be followed 
by a national launch. 

In spite of this Avanti is 
hanging on to its 3 per cent mar- 
ket share where it is sold. 

The costs of producing the 
Avanti brand caused £13zn of 
additional costs in the six 
months to September. 

Group pre-tax profits jumped 
from £lm to £6 .5m, boosted by 
a strong performance from the 
the health and personal prod- 
ucts division- Sales of surgical 
gloves were up by 22 per cent 
to £26.6m. Sales of household 
and industrial gloves were up by 


12 per cent. The company re- 
cently sold the UK and export 
business of Woodward’s 
gripewater and teething gel for 
£1 7.6m. This follows lhe sale of 
the photo-processing unit. Oth- 
er brands arc also up for sale. 
These include Cook Bastes, 
the American manicure busi- 
ness. and Plantur. the b air-care 
range primarily sold in 
Germany. 

Net borrowings are down to 
£44m- The company hopes to 
use the cash from disposals to 
fund other acquisitions. The 
company expects to raise £30m- 
£50m from future sales. Pan- 
mure Gordon, the broker, has 
left its frill-year forecast un- 
changed 


nil-year 

at£25m. 


Drop in US demand 
hits Johnson Matthey 


JOHN WfLLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Shares in Johnson Matthey, 
the high-technology precious 
metals group, fell 7 per cent to 
533p after h reported lower than 
expected first half results due to 
falling demand for its catalytic 
converters in the US. 

The company suffered from 
the loss of a contract with Gen- 
eral Motors to supply conver- 
tors, which help dean exhaust 
fumes. Other US car makers 
also cut production. 

The company’s first-half pre- 
tax profit rose 4 per cent to 
£4 7m from £45m. Analysts had 
expected nearly £50m. 

The dividend also disap- 
pointed. rising from A2p to 


4.4pm against forecasts of 
around 4.6p. The market was 
forced to cut its full-year forecasts 
from around £1 13m to £103ra. 

The shares fell from 571p to 
528p following the announce- 
ment. then recovered to dose 
at 533p. 

David Davies, chairman, said 
three of Johnson Matthey’s di- 
visions were performing wdl, but 
the drop in the catalytic systems 
division’s profits would contin- 
ue to restrain progress in the sec- 
ond half. That division suffered 
a 31 per cent fall in operating 
profit, he said, while three oth- 
ers did better: precious metals 
was up by 18 percent, electronic 
materials by 27 per cent and 
Cookson Matthey Ceramics by 
66 per cent 
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Please complete this section In BLOCS CAPITALS, 
Including your postcode. Thte wffl be used to return 
your audio tapes. 


TITLE (Ml?MsM$| MINIS . 


illins, we are offering readers the 
; books” on a two for.theprice of one 
' you will pay just £7.99. 

„ ate.afl highly acclaimed and range 
i entry’s The Liar to fee masterly 
-pectatlonx. The books are read either by 
actors,. 


I n a hi-tech, fistnpaced world ample pleasures can often be the most 
satisfying. And rew pte^ures are more simple or more satisfying 
than listening to agbod story well told. 

So, in conjimctionwith 
chance to buy up to 20 
baas. For every two tr 
The 20 titles, listed on _ 
from the wry humour of 
Invention of Dickens' Gre at 
the authors or by accompuslv^ • : • - -- , 

For example, Mike McSnane wanders along: the uncharted linguistic 
bridle paths that criss-cross Bill Bryson's erudite and often achingly 
funny Made Jn America, a semantic and social histoiy of a brawling 

brat of a nation. . A. „ . . 

And Jeremy Irons takes us on darkly passionate tnpto Lyme Regis m 
^rehrfJohn Bowles' celebrated French Iirateiaiit-s Woman. 

As well as providing entertainment wUk bome these audio books, 

price of one aurfoboobyro must collect 
four different^ numbered tokens .ten , thesevm y e will be pnbhshnrg 

^ ^ff r - 0ui ^ t0ken “ d 

as many audio 

“-^P® 1 Books 

Helpline on.fll442 824141. 
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Place a tick In the box next to the title at the axfio 
tape you wish to order Don't forget that you get two 
lopes for the price of one so make sure you tick an 
even number of boxes. After mafcr^ your selections 
count the number of bows you nave ticked and mvide 
it by two to work out how many you need to pay tor. 

Q Martin Amis, The Wbnw a alon 
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□ Stephen Fry, Tbo liar 
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□ F6y Weldon. Affection 
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□ Ruth Rendefl. The Untdmfeiess Of Ravens 

□ Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Hoknas Audio 
Collection 

Q Charles Dickens, Great Expectations 

□ Kenneth Grahame. The Wind In The WMows 

□ Jolvi Fbwtes, The French Lieutenant's Woman 
Q Charlotte Bronte, Jana Eyre 

□ Daphne Du Mauher. My Cousin Rachel 
Q Dylan Thomas, Under MBk Wood 

□ Nick Hornby, Fever Pttch 

□ B8 Biyson, Made bi America 
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Books Offer: Department No IN852, PO Bck 195, 
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‘HI- FRiaiDOM TIC 


Do you want to bt pampered on board our superb 
146 Businru Class service from London Gitwick 
or London Sunned to Belfast? Or from London 
Garwick ro Jersey? Or from Birmingham to 
Belfast? If JO. and you complete your journey bv 
2Mj February 19%. you'll go even further than 
pm think and get much more dun you bargained 
for. Because Jrrsey European Arrways' Business 
Class offtrs you the ticket to freedom. 
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All you hare to do is buy and use a Business 
Class return ticket on any of the routes mentioned 
above and you can claim a free Economy 
return ticker u> be used anywhere on the Jersey 
European network. 
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If you buy and use (wo Business Class mum 
nckeLS you gel a Business Class rerum with 
our romplunenu. 


1 ; R F.I : TO CHOOSL: 
WHO HAN US!: IT 


Conrpimitniary tickets must be claimed by the 
Business Chats traveller. However, because the 
Freedom Ticket u just whac its name implies, you 
can nominate anyone to use it. 


1 R.r-T. TO HHOOSR 
whrrt to cst: it 


Business Class is only available on our 140 
Whisper Jet services. However, compli m e nt ary 
tickets can be used on aS our Sights, giving you dir 
lYeedora to travel to 12 different places within the 
UK and a choice of mer 100 flights a day. 
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If you're travelling from London's Garwick or 
Seanstcd from central London you need never gel 
caught in traffic again. The Gatwidc Express and 
Scanned SkyTrain will speed you to the airports in 
record time, avoiding delays and all die hassle. 
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On our 146 Whisper Jets, jou can relax in the 
luxury of our dedicated Business Class cabin. Our 
extra scan rally grre you freedom to stretch 
your kjp white you enjoy our anrnnve cabin service 
and perhaps sample scene of the finest French 
wines Jor which wr are renowned. 

CALL US FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON 01392 360 777 
OR 01232 457 200 OR CONTACT 
YOUR TRAVEL AGENT. 
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market report/shares 


DATA BANK 


FT-SE 100 
3,664,3 +8.8 
FT-SE 250 
3,959.1+8.1 
FT-SE 350 
1,814.8 +4.2 
SEAQ VOLUME 
759.9m shares, 
28,306 bargains 
Gilts Index 
95.42 +0.08 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share pries, pence 



Another lusty performance from the biotech babes 


200 “ 


The fledging biotechnology 
shares, the so-called bio babes, 
put on another lusty display. 

British Biotech led the 
charge, its shares surging an as- 
tonishing 5Q5p to l,54Sp and 
warrants 496p to l,Q15p after 
reporting positive trials of its 
cancer drug. Suggestions from 
Lehman Brothers that the 
shares were heading for £20 
heightened the excitement; 
some thought Lehman was 
being too cantious. 

The shares arrived three 
years ago at 425p, a level they 
touched earlier this year. 

Among others spurred into 
renewed action were CeDtecb, 
up 42p at 549p and ML Lab- 
oratories, where there is talk 
of deals with leading drug 

Coitwhte Mtil^ aril fed 
lip to 162p, with NIkko saying 
although the shares have 
quadrupled in the past year 
they are still worth buying. An- ' 
alyst Annabel Madver suggests 


the group will be in the black, 
to the tune of £1.4m, in 1997. 

Proteus International was 
another attracting support. 
Yamaicbi believes the group 
should announce five deals in 
the next three months and 
said* “boy as the deal flow ays* 
talises". Analyst Dr Erling 
Reform sees the company’s 
losses, £7ihn last year, down to 
£2.4m in 1997. 

It was a splendid day for a 
highly regarded drug compa- 
ny to make its debut Peptide 
Tberapr^cs, placed at 200p, hit 
238p in busy trading. One chug 
share to miss the party was Sco- 
tia, off 32p to 563p. 

Other shares were more 
subdued Even so the FT-SE 
100 index achieved yet anoth- 
er peak, gaining S.S points to 
3,6643. The unchanged Ger- 
man interest rates foiled to 
dampen the expectation that 
UK base rates will soon be low- 
ered and fur once a weak New 
York opening was tolerated 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


The seemingly unstoppable 
takeover fever was again a 
significant influence. House 
of Fraser was dragged into the 
turmoil, with Burton and 
Storehouse the named preda- 
tors. The department stores 
chain, which has had a disap- 
pointing time since it arrived 
in 1994 at 180p, gained lOp to 
167p. Barton, helped by UBS 
support, edged forward to 
127p but Storehouse slipped 5p 
to329p. 

Sears had another poor ses- 
sion, with management 
changes provoking worries 
about trading in its shoe shops. 
The market has been lowering 
its profit expectations for some 
time. More downgradings left 


estimates around £ll0m. In 
October forecasts topped 
£150m. The shares fell 25p to 
lQOp, not far from their year’s 
low. 

Standard Chartered, the 
hanking group, remained in the 
bid frame, rising lOp to 606p. 
NafWest Securities helped the 
advance, upgrading next year’s 
profits forecast to £790m and 
the following year’s to £900m. 

Antonis, the holiday group, 
had a torrid session as stories 
round the market that 
its would be much lower' 
than expected. The results are 
due later this month. In busy 
trading the shares fell lOp to 
309p, a year's low. 

De La Rue was another 


weak spot; the 
grom feu 35p to 66&p as Mer- 
rill Lynch was said to have 
turned seller. 

BSkyB, die satellite televi- 
sion group, was the best-per- 
forming blue chip, surging 20p 
toa434ppeak. 

It is going into the Morgan 
Stanley Capital Indqy and, in 
a market snort erf stock, is still 
scoring from its Endsleigh 
League deal 

Peptide wasnot the only 
newcomer. Cash Converters . 
International, an Australian 
group running a chain of what 
are described as quality second- 
hand shops, traded at 26p 
against a24p placing leveL 

On Insurance Hekfings, ' 
managing fiver Lloyd's syndi- 
cates, readied IlOp following 
an introduction at 105p by 
stockbroker Raphael Zorn 
Hcmsley. 

Jasmin, an electronics 
group, introduced at 8( 
reached 106p. TLG, ; 


Coal Investments, the coal 
mine r, which hasfalleu from 
119p this year, lost a further 5p 
to 56p, anew low. . . . 

Problems which have de- 
layed mining developments 
are known to have pulled back 
the timetable when the heav- 
ily borrowed group should 
stake profits. 

The company .has said it 
hopes to be m the Made before 
the end of its year jo March. 
But there are mowing doubts 
whether.it wul be able to 
achieve such an ambition. 

Carlisle, ; a Nigel Wray ve- 
hicle where a- significant in- 
jection is thought to be near, 
rose 2p to 17.75p as a long 
trickle of seOia£ which has do- 
sed the price, was said to 
come to an end. 


the Htthting division of Thorn 
EMI, was little changed at 
165p as Investcorp, a Bahrain 
investment bank, an early 
backer, placed a 19 per cent 


TAKING STOCK 


□Anted Radio could at long 

last he set for corporate ac- 
tion. Results are due soon 

and there is talk that they 
could be acrorapanted by de- 
tails of an intriguing deaL In 
October the Httie group had 
the opportunity to broadcast 
some good news when it was 
granted an eight-year licence 
for its stations at Crawley 
and Reigate. The company 
owns fbrtune 1458 in Man- 
chester but has lost its Gufld- 
ford licence. The shares have 
drifted from their year’s high; 
they are now 3.75p. 

□Sanderson Electronics, the 
computer group, rose 5p to 
X45p. On Monday it pro- 
duced peak profits of£535m 
and Pamnore 'Gordon is 
looting tor £&2m this year 
and £73m next. The group 
has the distinction of spon- 
soring two Premiership dubs, 
Sheffield Wednesday and . 
Southampton. . 
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refuses to 
be a past master 

^^ nef amity ceremony that 


|wifl not be played out 
these long winter nighls 
at Kira Bailey’s house is dularen 
being bounced on the knee as 
the scrapbooks and albums of 
achievement areSptfead over the 
carpet .- 
Bailey, more than ■ most, 
could easfly bathe in the warmth 
of recent results following his 
Gold Cup and Champion Hur- 
dle double nt this year’s Chel- 
tenham'^ Festival. But the 
moment. the Upper Latpboum 
trainees mind drifts off to Chel- 
tenham last March he snaps 
himself back to the present. 

. At the age of 42, BaDey be- 
lieves his greatest days are 
ahead of him and he does not 
intend to be distracted by a 
record that would already be 
enough for a lifetime for man y 
m his trade. “I have got to start 
ah over again." be said this 
week. "That's past and there’s 
no point looking at the history, 
you’ve got to look to the future.” 
Bailey is buoyed in his 17th 
restart as a trainer by a great ap- 
petite for the game. After the 
cock crows in Upper Lam- 
boum, the next noise maybe the _ 
trainer’s hands crashing to- 
gether and rubbing in antici- 
pation. “I love doing what is a 


Richard Edmondson meets the trainer 
who brings out his Gold Cup winner 
tomorrow with his ambition still burning 


hobby," he added. “Nothing Is 
an anticlimax for me .’ 7 
There is a word in thespoit- 
ingledcon which is considered 
dirty, but at the Old Manor Sta- 
bles ft. is welcomed over the 
threshold and asked to stay for 
as long as posable. The word fc 
pressure. Bailey rather likes 
the idea of critical eyes tracing 

‘I’m not worried 
about the 
pressure... it’s 
the one thing you 
want to have' 


his supervision of animate with 
skyscraper reputations. *Tm 
not worried about the pressure 
now and I wasn’t worried about 
the pressure last year," he said. 
“It's the one thing you want to 
have, the one thing you're after. 

“If you don’t have pressure 
ft means you haven't got the 


horses and you haven't got 
.there. Pm in die kicky position 
of having pressure, if you like, 
' and it’s been a great treat." 

Bailey will hope for a 
Groundhog Season this cam- 
pon and the first snippet of ev- 
idence will be provided 
tomorrow when Master Oats, 
the Gold Cup winner, attempts 
to follow up last year’s success 
in Chepstow* s Rehearsal Chase. 

■Rvelve months ago, the 
chestnut won when only third 
favourite and third down in (he 
weights, and it is a measure of 
his improvement that he now 
has to give an animal of Lbe abil- 
ity of Bradbury Star 121b. Even 
so, his is not considered a for- 
lorn hope. “He’s a bit straighter 
than at the corresponding time 
because, touch wood, he’s had 
an uninterrupted preparation," 
Bailey said. “He looks stronger 
than he was this time last year 
and he is only a nine-year-old, 
after all. Fd like to think he was 
getting a little better, but until 
he hits the racecourse it’s ter- 
ribly difficult to say." 

It is an idiosyncrasy of the 



Dawn run: Jamie Osborne taking Master Oats through his earty morning paces on the gallops at Upper Lambourn 
this week. In preparation for tomorrow’s Rehearsal Chase at Chepstow Photograph: Robert Hallam 


great horse lhat while he pos- 
sesses the frame that crashed 
through fences at Cheltenham 
last year and also took him over 
the black obstacles of Ain tree, 
he is in fact as delicate as a 
flamingo. A medical record of 
burst blood vessels means he is 
handled like fresh eggs at home. 

This may also explain why the 
standing of another, younger 
horse at BaDey ‘s Old Manor 
yard has jumped in the Gold 
Cup ante-post market. The pre- 
tender's name is Book Of Mu- 
sic. “He does all his work with 


. HYPERION 

1250 CaD Eqtdname (nb) 230 Euk^y 

1-25 Sharp Performer 200 STRAIGHT TALK (nap) 

200 Lonesome Glory 230 NKbnb Dancer 


back close home. That was a ham race but he can make amends here rf n hat not left its 
. mark. Kfoff Credo was puled 19 m EBPl Mai ftmee’s Ascot race and is 4b worse off. Lone- 
some Glory. 8b out ot the handicap. re a sar over Jumps m me States and te can sure- 
ly win races off his cuneia metfc if he takes to our tanoes. but the course wri) omme a very 
stiff last of n» junpmfi. flelecdon- EGYPT Mill PRINCE 


GOING: Chases - Good (Good U> Finn to places); Hurdles — Good (beck sndgbt - Good 
to Firm hi places). • - 

■ Riphc-hend cuurae,- sewn testing tews atoag beck nefght; nm-bi oT30fltyct 

■ Raiwroune ■ on A307, four miles south of KJnffaim. Esher xaDweretettcm (service 
from London, Watsloo) adjoins course. ADMISSION: Onb & GnndRand (conbbied] ~ 
S12: Junior rjob ( KktBjra) £10; Star King S4. CAKPAKK: tree, or £2 in mantas. 


SIS 


awns. 


■ LEADING TSA1NEBS WTTB JUJNNBBSe D Nfchofaoa — 37 winners from 71 run- 
ners filne* a succrea ratio of 38fe end a prod to a SI tend state of £49.64; J Gilford 
-2t winners, 1 IS runners, 20:3*, +£14.62; M Pipe — 1 1 wtayiees, GO msnax, 18.3%, 
-S 1 3.P7; N Henderson — 9 winners, 78 runners, J 1 .8%, -44.70. 

■LEADING JOCKEYS: EDmmwtr— 27 ramus, 96 dda*. 38.1%, +S 1 086; A Maguire 
— IS winners, fld rides. 26*. -£ 1 3.66; J Osborne — iowtanm, 100 dries, 16*4, ->S4flJk; 
P Hide — 8 wtnnere, 47 hdrs, 17%, +S£.45. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN nAS& None. - 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: GaOrera Hffl [2^0) AMr 8oeton(TJ.OO) iatve been *em 
■JC1 miles by Mis U Reveiey from linfidale, Ctndand; Sir Peter My (3X0) sent 249 
rnflea hy M Hammond from Ctwerttam, N Yorta. 


EBF NH NOVICE HURDLE (QIMUF1BI) (CLASS C) £*750 
added 2ra Iliads Penalty Value £2599 

3/42-102 CAILEQUMMCpO) (DflM CotarePKBsber. Clmol PMctafc Ml 10-AP IfcCay 

1-3 CaUKDfl(23)mpfinpoHOPHrais5UO : 01 

2 fiDBUUMaOEjZD0Utae(JacfBaafiboi8Bid(laff7GnM51lC>_ 

O' GBffN3B3EtWffpB5(TlBFai«syPanr«srupjS0cw5110 

MARCHS MW 0I» Ifeafua PamwtfW J GAndSU 
2 MWUtlSOTWpbnttaearaiswCaDattSllO.—Z 
. : N0KSmRm<CDfcFrnan>JG«rt51ia 
30-F REWBIB®B8DttNC15)tBR0P|*TM-&owi)OSri*MCd511O., 

3-1 5UOOOn5H0R7)(nBma , NaafTiB3Bimf NHBntinoii4UO. 

1-2 YUUR FBSK (37) (BD (D* Storing Baas) SQuoro 5 110- 
0- Z»TOUIiyp8n8*sl>rulowietey|t4gPtb»n8tey5ItO . MhatueyT 
-lit 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
S 
10 
11 

BEITMfe M Cri EifenNM, M Secootaeh. GA Cmeh On, XU flereraod Bran. 74 Tsar Hbfc. 
8-1 None Sttwri, MywwTre 14* CeoerM tocHre tt-1 Hw rt fae A to g c . ' 

1884c Braes Of Mir 4 U 0 J R KMangi 33-1 ft Ifetoamnl B ah 



o' on] CROWNGAP WINTER NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade 
^1 2) ClfyOOO added 2m 6f Penalty Value £9555 
JL 40trn fW>OaOf(271WCKenr«itortttSOS»w»d4117 lOttone 

2 TOP- 111 GM10WS MLL (131) ID S HaB Ma U ta«tey 6 11 4 PMreo 

3 .11 SEMOKMMM5S(15|(D)(JAIte01l9)PM*nfc511A APfeCoy 

4 2F EWOBT B ST) WdoBs Crops) RRtweSUO D 

5 326 MStWBpO)pr)l4DSpme|RAWwl4 110 MA 

Bgpwa 9-4 ftdbflr Shy, XI See More Baafawa, 7-2 fteowg ». S-l Btegy, Wgtang 
1984c Robert* Lea fill OP Keen 4-1 lUaUftamtoyl 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Maty Rewetoy won tiws las yarn with Roberty Lee and sne has a km chance rrf fotmwig up 
with the ex-Irish GALLOWS HU, ufoo t> rreti«ng hs debut in this comry. The Strong Gale 
geUng won three tunes over hunles In the summer lor VUUe MuMne, puntng ip a good 
performance on the last oocascn to win a Tipperary cmuuore raoe ouer two and a Ml 
rnCas by a comfort ab le two lengths. He vrtU gfA the fast ffamd that appears to sun lam so 
wal and lochs to have a botfn future. The opposition is vm strong, however, and e>- 
potnur See Mora BuMnoas wrl hare plenty of euppoitere nawng looked a claas act in win- 
ning both starts ow IrunMee bo for at Chepstow and Wncanion. This s a big test for See 
More Businessand also tor Fattier Shy. istbeoen in three hunJes this season but faced 
to cancel weight al round having won a valuable three-runner eirent at utaweter last ome. 
Sta. he was very impressve in siarrunlng The Last Ring 25 lengths and that nirmer-op gave 
the form a beast when an admmedfy hit# winrar bi HajuJcck next time After an axceflent 
second to ihe more oeienenced Crtfton Beat at Hampton. WfsMnR ifcappolnted in the valu- 
able Cheltenham race won by Mandys Manor*, his jumpng toning hm down. He had not 
Junped wed a Newtaxy either wid there o some tkxtot about urn over th* longer trip. Eu- 
logy. a wmning pointer in Ireland, dd wed on hs hurdhrrg debut at Hampton to be a length 
second to Wtadey Wonder (dual winner am), when he was not gven a hard time ol « af- 
ter the last, having made most of the running. He eg am set out to make all ai Chepstow 
last time, cnly ©tan two out when appearing to haw the maastxe of a decern field, tear- 
ing Phamnaer to win. _ Sotecttore GALLOWS Httl 

P & O HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £10500 added 3m 5f 
110yds Penalty Value £6JB06 

1301-21 W13S4ISJ (20) P) (Awe IfepUnl l*S J PBm*i 12 11 10 Whrin 

23311B- HRBOSTtMpifl(C)(UKOkS«(n)MBMikade)il01013 PMwa 

102JF-3 (UBTSIMP(2O)0F)gt JIdyt RMnsi 9 109 MrPHwtoy |5) 

1LQ36P- MBECtASS (2871 (WsP EDsbuylCBmcteS 106 

1F446-F WIOliCR8>(33)UHucHB)iWMeU105 

3430-54 GOLD C*P OOJ (C0) (Gad MeaDowS) P htobOS ID 10 4_ 

11200-3 HELEMHB (19) (D J Jadaon) D Mchohori 11 10 3 . 


LiiJ 


-BPb— oody 


CALL EQUBMME appeared to Ua a Win tent when pHng a first hirtte* success from 
Speedwell Pure* at Chepstow and he needed some hard cUMng from a Iter wy out whan 
second to Moneys Manuno m a hot race at Cheitertoam test tune, so the fitting of bSntars 
seems a sensible mow. That test run *«6 sofl a dasw «*»t - he had SpeedweB Pmoe 
much farther fiahfnrf^ - and, wMs a 10«> panaffy ma*B6 Mb toyrfi for him. he can aww 

the weipit si round- Crack On may pose the main threat. Phfcp Hobbs' geJdm& a haU- 
brather tD.Capcain Khedhe. ban Speedneo Ffoncehtef a lentfh In e Uttonler bumper an 
r»s deoul snd. attfrxg^i test of three, gBW soma encouragement m La KhounTs Neetouiy 
race on te tsrthj« debut, as t» looked as thogt he vkxAJ benefit from tha ouung. 
M y w o mf e . Snccotesft and Yoor B* hare decent bumper form to ttWrcmdffatod must 
be respected (list Dme owr tlmfler. SmtocUom CALL BJUTNAkE 


RICHARD FULH3RD3MTH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS Q£6500 
added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £5^82 

.12451 SHARP PEHRJHMEB (IE) 9*3 S C Bull Kitotoy fi 11 2 Al 


3-25 


F5112G' OASK HOfO (fill] ffio^r Sajerl SOW HI 10 12. 

-2<tadmd- 
BEfliNBs 8-U ttatp Perterewr. 8® tafc Hoeey 
1894: Necton Mre 5 10 12 A Magure 4-5 0 R GeoiM 3 nil 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 1A4P-62 SM PEBt LHY (13) (Mr Oa^le CbrEBunn LldHl Hamnand 8 10 1 -Mr C Banu (3) 

9 U-14U0 KHMSHTOttK ( 21 ^ (C) (l*t C I A PEtectn) P licTOk 8 10 0 APMcCoy 

-9 dockred- 

LMmm ee<^ l(kt Trm fianticap Mtfic Stra^U Taft 90 13BL 

BEITMfo U Nf^s Nm 4-1 WBdDRl 12-3 Metaarlk 6-1 Slraidff TMk 7-1 Nr 9nto^ ft.1 Sk 
Peter Laly, teta The Itod. 12-1 Store Oasc. 16-1 Gold C® 

3994.- Goto Cap 9 11 8 G MeCourt 158 (P HdKmj 5 rei 
RMMOUBE 

FLYBTS NAP won hs first three races last season en route to success m me Kim Muu at 
tha Festiw* and ha nfidu weB hew made a winning reappaarance at Cheltenham test month 
but for Uiuxtenng body tour out almc® uBesting hte nder- In the amumsrances, he dd 
reelly vwfl to soy on agem and take thuti place betwid Wflbfoid, who beat Eanh Sunmit 
hy nine lengths, whh QoU Cap (whiner of this race last war ana ui Umtere today) fourth 
and Straltfit Taft last of sewn flNsheis. Tha was another good nm from wiRstorti to deiy 
top w»0Tt. bur Hjrer’* Nap has every chance of coming out on top with a 3U> pul, ewn 
thou£i he wotAd probably prefor more tasting pound, ft was a combination of the soften- 
ing #ojnd end a mistake at tha 14th that led to Strain Talk's poor tun, but ha had 
beaten VMftford 15 lengths at Ascot the ome before and should go well with suable un- 
derfoot conditions a^ln. S election: FLYER'S NAP 


SHARP PERFORMER has not stood much ramg wer the jteBre. but he got life chasing 
eawr offlo a »wf swt wren beating Bjlfton Wde sewn iengfos at Hflncatfon fasrmonft 
uia rni** handier), afthouffi Gannon Commander wild haw bustled Mm up abb more 
ted he hat toAen a the last HW was a corwinctog flat effort and he can pwtneexpen- 
ence to ftwd use and the benarof Datk Honey, everi thougi hto mw vws contoderttoly 

supenor over hurfles. Sunon Dow’s ICkyear-old missed afl of tost season and a «gngi tenees 
rather late nts career. Oetaotkm* SHARP PERFORMER 

CROWNGAP CONSTRUCTION HAKDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
fSOpOO 2m 4f 110yds Peralty Value £6.862 

1 uiF4/ IBmiMCE MAN (BOQ(0I U-GH0BftNNHcmaip33.il 12 RKone^r 

2- -a»312 EBfPTtAU. PSWCE (20) W C R Vietti kto J Pdrer 9 10 11 WMwton 

3 aw WWqBMO^fqUCfibiareSlAbodmanlOaOO. APMcCoy 

4 12fcm lOHSOOECUMr (39) lUsVMtarM JdfixdclCBnka 7 100 BbfteWflr 

• -4decten»d- 

MWrnum regc joa. we#**: Cndo 9a 7*. LcneaonM Gtoy 9d Ml 

B£TTWft84Eg|pt.M(iTito(ie;2-lBaBfittBiieeMwL S-2lonaaotoeOiorRl^llOxgOwM 
1SS4: GLduml NQhew J2170 CUaude 94 (P MM) 3ran 
-• •. F0«MGW0E 

Remittance Maifs recon} got Hme out means tie moat be feared detpire mb being his 
first run sn» fintehlngtatei^ccftrt Ksabatic in the 1B94 Mettng Ooea on heavy ^>und 
at Amtrw. Howewr. Nick Ktfttnon reports th« he w«A benefit from the run and he taoos 
b strtf task gv mg 1SB) to.EGYpr Ml PRMCE. Jenny Pttman's chaser e 2to ueer then 
Mien Deaong ftg Matt a Ascot anifon the teme mark as In the Macfceson. Mien no looksd 
» naw uten tw roeaaafi of ltoMnT^ar after the last. en(y to find that rhel P085*tt Wm 


SURREY RACING JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS O 
£4,750 added 3YO 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2526 

123314 AUIRCOWiCai(13)(ta3|f(MHeynwnl0ShftVi0Odll 10 - I 


330 


11 vrno dQnointN Hates PaweohpIM PpeU 10 . 
4RL COURT NAP (20) (P)lSilAaieei Corel) S Mae* 117.. 

CMRIBt (A D Sperce) R Mdust 11 3 

fUW BACK (D toon) 0 Eaftff# 11 3 . 


im 


P R£ADYP08IBt(7)(WsaJu»Se# J Brd0ell3. 


ROnUMasn' fhw Bedff fiu HXEf (tadngf C NBSh 11 3. 
BUSGMN mat 9As R M Mactaanl J ftdeo 11 3 .. 


W 

0 


3 SJUCHIA BOY llS) ftha Lrti Lflasng fWno#opj C Mam 11 3- 

StMt FOOER (Mbs Suan FVni U Hapws U 3. 


BANHM (Che^tB Ptofc Wnons Ud) S Dot 10 12 . 

-Ilf ‘ ' 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
a 

9 

10 
U 

SEnw& 3-1 4Hme htocar, 7-2 Darter. 4-3 Varfo, 5-1 Court Mrs 10-1 
12-3 Ftour Back. 34-1 Star Ft 0 der, 18-1 Royd Rabbit, 2s-l otters 
3094: GnvBM 3 U 7 9 McCout 4* (P Hobbs) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

AUJ1ME DANCER, who jumped vwfl when making ail and sconng t* 12 tenths Iron Vol- 
umaer over come aid dletaice last month, tel tumserf down with a bad blunder at tte first 
a Ascot lest time, to the end. It was nor a bed eifon to be fourth to Peod/s Return, one 
place behind yestertays Windsor vomer Ocean Havft, and he can me he amends today. 
Alttime Deneet g>e a we* in front, but he IS Bety to get a teed today tram Mamn Ptoe's ex 
French Verto, who has won both stats in trts courwy at Haydock and Heretord. He had 
Satob Boy (Umkered today but 7B> worse o« a further 10 lengths back Wien beating 
previous Bangor wtoner Rowte Angela haff a length last time, tut Vano ptMs hard and may 
stnqgde to gK home round this testing course. Sotertl o m ALLTIME DANCER 


RACING RESULTS 


LEICESTER 

1Z30: 1. OCEAN HAWK <C Uewlmb 11=8 

2. »«laltothem^l^Li JSJS? 

6 -L 10 rea e. 2 W IwsfoniJe^Chgantt^ 

Tote: £2.20: £UO. f LflO. £2-B0. O R £&80 .. 
CSF’ f L1-L2. Trxx LB.7& JK ^ Chence. 

tOft 2. PfiflWffi® * 522 * 

9-Z 2 . Toshka TaBrU^. a. 

20-1 iSiao.6-5fwRe«*U lOreaefo^d 
• up,, vu , 1Y< . (P Hastem. 

£5.;0r £3-90, man £7.10. OF: £3Ek3a C»i 
£53,74. Tno: £163.40. 



16-1, d. HqBR UWO-J- -fc* ’“•* T.4W. 

Trader. 20. (W 

£25.00; £380, £3.00. £2.10, £2-»- °f- 
£ 3 (M_aO. CSF: L1&9.80. Tneast: I2J94 07. 
2.O0: 1 CMCHEIt^ MOST IR MaJW 

8-1; 2- PWP'S Wow* 7-£ a . LanMftl 

8 ie 5- JL 8 rw. lt-4 tw Mr FlSfiagan 
2VJ. (Mrs p s U. Peosiboioudil. To * £30.00: 


iMDEPEsa^ m 


HorseRadng 


Results 0839 -HU71 

C mmata bry 6839- 111 175 


Ottito^4«3*PP*awi8™?«w. 



|SANDOWPf| 10 I |291 


EXETER ■ 
STHWEil 


102292302 

mmm 


_J. £3.60, £3.5a DF: £13. 6a CSF: 
>. 66 . Trtcesfc G144J7. 

. . aSftl^WIRAKyRKwwiBtfti&LiWter 
, Hewer 40-1; 3 , Pond HaaM&Letm. mens 
te Oobe or LeKasrer (unseated rldBik; 6 . dsu 
.OUtepderaon, lamboum}. Totw £5.70; £ 2 ^ 0 . 
£S.7D. DF; £S3m CSF-. £98.46. . . 

3.- MVERTSUENTO (E Habencf) 
Uthl;*. fOtotaam of Shades 16- L 3. D^to 
16-L 19 ran. 136 fin Mr Bureaucrat tw>. 
V*. 2. (JMackte, DertiyJ.Totw £29-20: £430, 
£Sl30, UAAOlVF: £140.30- CSR £25EJ36- 
Trto: £760.50, NR ftjght Nowmber.'- 
330: 1. MOST EQUAL fO Burrow 6-1; 2. 
Safcong^2; X Vtaamr Rtoer XU. 10 ran. 
3-1 tn Seawr (4tW. 4, 2 . (M Pipe, WWing- 
KxiL Totec £920; £3.60. CL20. £3^0. DF: 

£2050. CSRE32.44L THceat£29£44 fro: 

<"111 70 • 

Pkwe 6 : £2^0830 Ptoceft 13JDO10. 
QuadpoC rex won. 

piacepot £10^07^0. Pan «wa a pool of 
£A3SL24 earned forwnnp Eater today, . 
jackpot: not won. Pod of £filli 86 earned 
ftywardto tetor today. . ■ 

WMDSOR 

1X40:1. TafflN«PMeQBy»4-t2.T|tfW 
=st 13-2; 3. tacalcatoewns fw. 22 rah. 5, 
Downton). Tots: £8.70; £2.00, 
£2.00, m DFi £14.70. (Sft £3M& Trio: 

£fi! 5ft ' • ’ 

U 0 :LnAlSEE&**W«» 
tatf Dancer 6 -L 3- OnBengra Rras 20-1. 

1 ? mi. 2-1 fair 

uofttmr Aiundef). frf* f4-70; £2;3Q. _UB0, 
Vfoi' nfE3320 CSF: £25S7. Trcasc 

E^bz-f no: OS9 JO- 

l 4 iti.lBUV«.(ASSniitn)a 2 ^ U 11 MS 

it nin IP- 1 * 3 . chore!) Itew 12 - 1 - 34 ren. 

wfiSstoBtei StpulW up) 2 . 12 . (Wr 
OaTOt £3.60. £4 JO. 

£6320. Mt Grand Appfausa 

2Jft 1. DEAR DO (M A RB0OTW !«)■» 

Trea^ieeioaNR: 

Mss J6-1_ 12 nb 4. 4. (P D JJW"- 
5S Tote 030! fpO- 2^0- ***>■ W: 
fTia CSF: £&37. Tno: £71^0. 

3 ^ 0 : a. RWAL «J»» 

13-2; 2 - A»h Thsaowwe^ 2 - 1 : 3. Stan mod 


7-4 fw. 6 ran. nd. 20. (G HonwaL Putowgil. 
Toft: £710: £2-80. £L60. DF: £13.60. CSF; 
£16.79. 

3<40t 3- ZAIRA (A P SfcCojfl 7-2:2. So- 
phie Hay 100-30: 3. M>sUk»?-L 7 an. 

6 - 2 la* Jonaoph »W. 5. ^ (PEc^. larj- 
bownL Tote: £430; £2 00 . £230. OP: ffl.Sa 
CSF: £14.99. 

Piece tie £15112. Place & £21 9.16. 

£3410. Ptocapoe £299.40. 

UN6FELD 

■tg-Tg i. $frUO TALL (Dean Mcheow) 
11 - 2 : a Sham bre> i SoWlwra DosOrton 

7 - 2 far. 14 ran. 2Va, 3. ICWoren. »dd£ 
hem). Tata: £4.90: £i20. £2.60. £1^)^: 
fin. g o CSF: d- 68 L Trasc £18a24. Trttr 
£13. 90. 

lids: S. CHfflflf CHAPPY (P feseeifi 
6 - 1 ; i Speedy Classic 6-4 tor. 3. Tee-Bras 
SL 7 ran. Li J*»= 
17.70; £3.40, LL50. OF: £ft3a CSF: £1519. 
Tncasc £44.46. NR Lcchon. 

■Life I, HA 1 F TONE (D B 8 H 81 5-1: 2m Kator 

Ok X Newin gton Bats 13-i Brae, lfc 
*, (R M Rower. JwMcnt. Tote i&XKBJD, 
£1.40. gyi OF: Sm. OSP. £16.39. 7nc- 
BSC £6731. 

1^5: i- MASK HJOWB? (LDesun) 10-11 
fair, 2. Baftsawey 4-1; 3. BtoeHpw 16-1- 
10 mv to.nlL IM Johneton. 

£1.70: LLOO. £310. £7.3a DF: Oia 
CSF: £5.17. Tno: 730.60- Mt Cason Om 

iiE i. swaniwjtftAiff» 9- oewrfi 

13-8 fee 2. Hosastaod 14-1; X Bafoere 
11-4 . 6 ran. 2 Vi IT*- (Uxd HrejBng?nn. «** 
B9M.TMK £2.70: £L50. £2.60 D ft £11.80 
CSR £1035. Wt Deaten Dancer. 

2A9z 3. 6 UEST ALLIANCE (A CtaVJ 14-1: 
2 . rnrtifiliriiii flyer 11-2: 3. Brim Pam 

K 1F3 » rare ^l fer Hewr Goff ladyJWiJ. 

(A Moore, wooibnaiieen). Trtre£26^: 
£2.93, £230. 0.20. DFr £24.00. CSF: 
£83,42. Tno: £70.00. 

313: 3. MOWWUPMeGalief J 6 -I; i Rbe 
7-L 3. Cotstoo-C 9-2. 31 ran- 4-1 fmr ftr 

£7240. CSF: £110.60. Tncasc £547.56. 
Ufa: £19&00. WS: DWaK Dynosly. Tonal. 

145: L fCTHYS &&s 0 b« tores) 4 li 

2 , No Speeches 2 -1 fee 3. iMaoder 61 

ssawss 

QumlpaC £14.40. Ptocapoe £56.30. 


Dunwoody 

aboard 

Montelado 

Richard Dunwoody has been 
booked to ride the Champion 
Hurdle contender. Montelado, 
on his reappearance in the Hat- 
ums Grace Hurdle al Faiiy- 
house on Sunday. 

While Dunwoody scored on 
Ventana Canyon at Druries 
yesterday, the young pretender 
to his champion jockey’s crown. 
Tony McCoy, rode a treble at 
Windsor. McCoy , 19 wins ahead 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP. Really A Rascal 
(Exeter 250) 

NB: Jet Boys 
(Exeter 3^0) 


of his nearest pursuer, is now 
4-5 with Coral to take the title. 

The Flat champion, Lan- 
franco Dettori, who scored a 
double at Ungfield. has re- 
sumed riding on the all-weaUr- 
er to uy to reach a total of 1 .000 
mounts in Britain this season. 
One horse he may look fonvard 

to partnering next year is Micks 
Love. The unbeaten juvenile has 

been bought by Godolphin. 


Master Oats, they go out with 
each other every single day. - 
Bailey revealed. 

While Book Of Music regu- 
larly dominates these work- 
outs, he is beating a vehicle 
which still has the hand brake 
on. Al around 10- 1 for the Fes- 
tival. the eighi-vear-old is con- 
sidered to be some way from 
value by his trainer. ’1 can't un- 
derstand his price," Bailey said. 
“It’s ridiculous. He's run oier 
L5 fences in his life and now he's 
third favourite for the Gold 
Cup. Thai's stupid.'' 


M* me deserving of his price, 
as long as the with-a-run pro- 
viso i> attached, is Alderbrook. 
the Champion Hurdler, who is 
on his way hack after attention 
from the surgeon's glinting 
scalpel. “The horse is walking 
at the moment and he won't 
start cantering for a couple of 
weeks." Bailey said. "We're 
miles away, but that's not a great 
problem as there's only one race 
I'm interested in with him and 
that's the Champion Hurdle 
again." 

Much of Aldcrbrook's build- 


up work has been aquatic, on a 
treadmill covered by a volume 
of water close to the amount 
that came out of Bailey's eyes 
Iasi March. Al Preslhuty Park 
the relief of training his firel Fes- 
tival winner was such that he 
broke down on the shoulder of 
his rival and friend. Oliver 
Sherwood. 

For Bailey, though, that will 
be one of ihe few occasions he 
has looked over a shoulder. This 
year, and always, he will con- 
sider the meaningful pan of life 
is in from of him. 


SOUTHWELL 


2.10 


HYPERION 

12.40 Wildfire 3-10 Gl La High 1.40 Rose Of 
Glenn 2.10 Nijmegen 2.40 Nashaat 3J.0 Bells 
Of Holland 3.40 Sombreffe 


GOING: St-UTfLiM 

STALLS: 67. 71, lm& /m -If — tnxiic; rot - oul<W>-. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for if. 

■ FTbrerard surface; left-hand s-lurp. rnaJ oonc. 

■ Racecoun*' b ft miles south-east of town and 5 miks wisA ul 
Newark al Rutlereon. KoUeaon Junction affioins the course. AD- 
MISSION: Club SIC; TiaaeraaUs £0 (CAP mejnl>crs of cuutm:’> 
Diamond iTluh SI, airxmpaaed under- 1 C* fact. CAK PABK: FWv. 


KUSTOM KIT HANDICAP (CLASS 0) (DIV 
D) £4>550 added lm 3f (AW) 

1 140124 SIEVE'S WOMXR (34) fCDI (BF) M Rw-. S '? Id C Cwler 9 

2 1240?- M»ece!(591)JFfl2ferao7 9e. _ K FaBon Iff 

5 0X203 CALOERKKfiUSI/LE.^4 95 RLror 3 

- S445KI LETS GETU 6 T (2UI i * Hare 6 8 12 L Dettori 1 

b COOLS: OUR MAM MAN |1B| IDl R I'.T.taicr S 8 10 ACutene7 

6 3624(0 TaffStWO (25) fCDI D C-iaflrren 9S 3 J Fanning 4 

7 0045&4 BEAUUONTOS) J&**s5a& J Quinn 2 

$ ,408/S- PERSIAN HAZE (6851 B Utffen 68 7 JICoctiraneB 

? 3SC003 F8SKT TU (151 (Q P Kaoevay : e 0 .GBafthiel5 

10 40C366 JARROWOO)UrtAUteLnjn4 7 7 D Wngrt 131 8 

Mnmm ne&c in 7m. true fwn&ap janrw is: 12m. 

SETTING: 100-30 BesuniM. 4-1 RbkyTu, 9-2 LM'* Get Into. 5-1 Ste- 
vto't Wonder. 13-2 CMder Nnt 10-1 Nfim^n. Tnmpmig. 12-1 often 


SIS 


2.40 


SHARPS INTERNATIONAL POLO HAND- 
ICAP (CLASS C) £8,000 lm (AW) 


BUNKERED FISST TIME: Ct La High fvi»;<i 1 1 IU.i: Ahaolme 
FoUy i'vfcor'1 1 1 .40 1 ; Hitnmhn Bay & Image Maker ( 3 . 1 IT ). Som- 
bterre tvbvri {li 4Qt. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Most. Vppltty ift.4U> 
A Nashaat CL-tOi wroi hen- on Friday: Peggy Spencer fUll 
atm ol LinjtfieM on Wcdivradto'. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Gradona GreUHo 1 1 . IU 1 & Mai- 
ler BdmOeld 18.401 have t»ri\ Mail 3CT miles by C J HUI from 
Ba mreaplr. Devon 


12.40 


KUSTOM KIT HANDICAP (CLASS D)(HV 
I) £4^50 added lm 3f (AW) 

S214C3 SHAW FALCON © 6 ) JVWwwi4911 J( Fatal 11 

024-366 KARTWEn (43] Mrs N Uacaiev - 911 — .S D VHaa 8 
154004 NO SUBMISSION 05) (QDCnapren 99 7 — L Dettori 10 

145312 FATHER DAN ( 21 ) (CO) Ms Gay te0reey68 13 

J! — __.R Cochrane 9 

522452- ROSSSWrOWBffJ (41ffi Mr? M ftr^ey 6 8 11 ..T toes 4 

523000 AIMUSIMI p3) S Gcengt A 66 VHaIfcJay3 

330001 SA 11 AIOO (111 (C) Pai Morel 4 8 5 f5ey .. 

D R UcCaba 0) 2 

8 24SXJ4 LARN RUB (31) (Q C Faarars 58 3 IlMal 

9 56060- DUU MXUKTf (5791 (C) Mirth'S 7 13- J Fananj 7 

10 5-02066 DttfttotSt WCXS (154) E HWnnesti 7 11 — Orta Wane 5 

U 003004 WUFBE [SWJ)( 1 S| PAWus-i 79 IQi4m6 

BETTH 6 ; 3-1 Fatter Dare 4-1 MMre. 5-1 Nn SabrniMien. 6-1 Ura FM. 
7-1 Stare Fatena. 8-1 Sattauto, 10-1 RnattMrry Tapping. 14-lntters 

JULIUS CAESAR NURSERY HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4^400 added 2Y0 5f (AW) 

143466 KRVSIAL MAX (78HU) T D Bancn 9 7 Kknbortejr Hal (7) 12 


1 

043300 

2 

6CS50O 

3 

locooi 

£ 

•VG363 

5 

000065 

6 

405002 

7 

313101 

8 

worn 

9 

316330 

10 

064302 

11 

201635 

12 

000612 

13 

200106 

14 

2-51MO 

15 

050553 

16 

000040 


—LDetMft 1 


. -ft Fata 6 


. Amanda Sandm 17) 1* 


-J.UB 1- 

ac u 


Mn/mm nepiL 7si Tie. True temfcjp n&^ic BaWe a 7st 
BETTING: M Celestial Cbofr, 5-1 Martnat 7-3 Ha a aa at 8-1 Cortonam 
Choice. 9-x BagahoL 10-lSaod Aly. Nortlnax, 12-1 Rood .'tone. Trib- 
al Peace, 14-1 Caste! Rnreeio. Bnrtico, Rarabo’s Hal. 20-1 "T 


3JL0 


1.10 


363 KAZMBtA(B2]Wmwin96 .TWirail 

240031 CHATOH4HOU5E XPRES (51) (0) M McCwmao 8 13 

,_L Dettori 3 

6OC041 MUUAGH Hffl 1A0 (20) (Dl B McManon 8 12 — 5 Carter 11 

644103 BEBIT (B) 68 A tones 8 11 -J Tata 9 

121254 a LA WBH (48) (CO) J Berry 8 6 .PFasfioy(511 

00660 UK BAIWSUy BELLE (38) 5 Norton 8 5 Jtean McHcnn 6 

400000 BRCANOONE (46) S R Btemg 8 2 « Kennedy 2 

30526 QRAOOUS BRER2D (15) C J Hd 7 13 PQtemS 

52(000 SMtCH (7) CSnum 79 NCerfctalO 


ANTONY & CLEOPATRA FttJJES 3ELUNG 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3,650 2VO lm (AIN) 

1 4iaxe BWfiLERWT (7) M WiWdi 9 0 .... T Wimi 7 

2 001444 (MAGE MAKBi (4) (D) 8 9 0 — -.Thesfi 

3 315500 tAAAP»UUl«(BF)I JU4U0W.9O S Sanders 2 

a 52302 BBLS OF HOUAM) (46) (BR W 8 9 L Dettori 3 

5 000 KAWW 6 BAV (25) M Meapitt 8 9 . — .... J Statt (3) 1 

6 00 UUD SACK UJCV fl5) ' A Kjrn, g 9 J0iWKaoK4 

7 U56i PEOPLE DCRECT (151 K iteAyKto 8 9 RCodmS 

BETTING: 5-4 Bob « Hotted. 7-2 BumUrfont. 5-1 Image Maker. 
8-1 Takapunre 10-1 People Direct. 14-1 others 


3.40 


54002 TRICMJSMMM (10) Nferryn Itene 7 9 


_A Wae»ay 7 


405006 PHftaPALB0n29)TEtrmieon7 7 G Bard-el 5 

lUnun aeteJic 7a 7fc. True ftandfcap wetgfic Pnnciptl Boy 7s SIP. 

BETTING: 7-2 61 La Mft 9-2 Beany. 5-1 Kattltaera, 6-1 Charterhouse 
Xprea, 7-1 Mi d hup iHe Lad, B-l Cfracto firelcta. 10-1 nthma 

KING HENRY VI CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,650 added lm 6f (MV) 


1 . 40 ] 


031000 MAWS I)C BEST 0 L 1 ) (C 0 I A toms 590 — DWn0ti (3) 1 

133000 ABSOWEffrUyCZ) JBpry3ei3^. PRotert»(7)7 

230600 ROSE OF GLE7M (1^ (D) 8 PBteg 4 89 RP*fham3 

00 CHAPEL ANNE (21) C WaamarSBG AMadoyB 

400000 A »1 WLL (4) R HMrtshaao 56 5 FL*ndl(7I4 

444003 SKEDADDLE fTR Hcnao Ttonpsori 3 S 2 6 B atttae n 2 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
8 

7 0000 NEWGATE HUSH (U) B Wray 361 _M«rtln£>foer(7)5 

BETIW0: 2-1 Mfco'e Tte Best. 5-2 tore Of Gtaao. 1AK3C Sta ta dd ta . 
MAbretata FnOj. 12-1 Chapel Anate. 14-1 Ann ML »lNe«*tte Hub 


HAMLET HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5£50 
added 3YO 6f (AW) 

1 4CCQCD WSIERFREE»EStB){C]CBrnan9 7 JOJnn7 

2 011506 IARIHHUS (99I(D)M Ptfease93 0 Carter 4 

3 231400 MASTER MRlfEU) (15) (DjCJH-l 68 JtPeham 1 

4 5221 SOfrBRBFE(17)DU»fl66 LD«mnd2 

5 300311 PE 6 ®f SPQICER O (CO) C ftwni'X 7 12 '7eu AMado^* 

6 640301 MOSTUPPmVf7HeD|JBenv71l!7<-- - .DfefeitBJS 

7 MWOO SOLO PHZE (174) P Hcwri' 6 7 10 _FI*rttell 

8 060040 MONTAGUE DAWSON (7) (Ctt LHN LVtRuto;- 7 9 — - 

JUnanda Sanders (71 10 

9 400900 IMCN AS 7MEVQ {151 itonaW JhBP*st»> 7 ' _G Bankrel 5 

10 C65J02 9HEJ BATE (4) (CO) 3 R fewamg 7 7 PFesrey(S)3 

11 160600 NADWATY ( 11 ) (C) U Oosr-en 7 7... -JAarW Dnjer (7) 9 
htwium 7S 7t>. }rus hantCK migicz S««i Mate i Nutean 7a 
2 *. 

BEITBIG: 9-4 Peg© Spencer. 3-1 Sreahrefte. 4-1 Nfttar Fire Eyre. 
7-1 Mart Uppity. 8-1 Sweet Mata. 10-1 Montague Damon. 14-1 TMab- 
tere. Master MBfiekL 25-1 otters 


EXETER 

HYPERION 

L20 Sftaarid JL50 Veggio 2JJ0 Lightening Lad 
250 Realty A Rascal S20 Jet Boys 350 Caspi- 
an Beluga 


O ESI BONUSPRWT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
" U J D) £5,000 added 2m 7f 110yds 


GOING: Goud i Gond u- Soft in a few pbcvsi 

■ Rigtil-hand, undubiunfi cr>ur>c. Soft Usi. Ron-ln of JMI j'arcfr. 

■ Racecourse fci Cite mdei soulb-niat of Exeter <.n Mb. Eecicr 
ISI Driik I Is ■:<! main London i F’addinglon i in i~.>mwaD nuhray 
line ADMISSION: Grandswrtd* Paddre-k £», Sluf Sniff J4 -W 
taccompanled under- li» treei. 


2314 V SIMEV BAY (15) P Nrtictt. 9 12 0 TDaretmte(5) 

7F213 TERAO (2301 (CO) U Pipe B 11 12 frBrfdffaatar 

tMlW ANMO CWLDNE tlti) ) ‘ 3 * 1*1 SU5 Mr P DKacftc (7) 

POP15-2 REAU7 A RASCAL (9) 0 (indctioS 11 5 MDtiyer 

r4413-6 SUPER MA17 (15) B Ueecon 7 10 1L BPtree* 


SIS 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: \Taggfoi l-flj fc*»tec.i xre 

by W Ckp’ tnxn Savcriry Jn<rv Stafla. 


1.20 


TRfPLEPRlNT CONDITIONALS NOVICE 
HANDICAP HURDLE £2500 added 2m 2f 

312F-10 SHUTS} (34) IO I Baung 7 12 0 BFcnMO 

PbC20 D«SSDM«S(301SKnM5llt Snptae ISWtefl 

FO-3 RUNHB(RrRW(U)jGi1fea5U3 Ltoreri (3) 


1-440D1 RVER LEV9I (15) DGenowfijo 113 DlanbyB) 

0000-22 KMfrPB0MBE(M)CPb|Jlwrn4l0i;_ — TOnseente 

COCO-1 TAMAMXItUIC brees5109_. ^Mcfeu^tti 

WW AN BUCHAU. UADI (30) 0 Ham 6 10 0 -CToireey 

60P-543 MGHTOHN CAVAUBI (15) R neeges 4 10 0 _ J Karb (9) 
P046 WWM6IB)flSNTaEHv03«s5!00 — DWMaiffl 

605QTO MJN«OCSWW(lB)FTia**610O Oris Wet* 

MWnwh neidit 10» True ftantiup eepift; Wifhftxn Crea'fe' 3s 15t. 
vfooffe Red &i tCUO. Durmsks V5w 5b 8 b. 

BURNS: 3-1 Sfeartff, 03 Seass Dance, 5-2 Henry tore 31 -2 Rh*r 
lavea, 13-2 Kao's Pnarise. 8-1 HWttorai Carefrer. 30-1 oftas 

pr-Fffl BONUSPRWT SELLING HANDICAP CHASE 
iJ-Wl (CLASS G) £3,250 added 2m 2f 

322P20- SttiBtBfiN I*DE (240) M Pro 7 12 0 DttMteatar 

42134-5 ftmoi SHARP P 8 ) C Popnsn 9 11 12 ..... T Qataxactee (Si 

351-23P S0PWSM«MPte6U7 feaa&e® 

314342 TtBPffrSOBiraJKfiClilll C Upton 

U5C410 WtGGD (62) W Qsy 7 10 10 JLotitiV 


P465FS SRVEBM0 (248) i-rere Eflrie & 10 9 -C Maude 

323hX? 1 CONII DESTRUVAL J27) 0 Beung 5 10 9 BCSHord 

111 HARWELL LAD 115) 1 C) RW*r 6 10 9 UrRNottaff 

3FF441- COUNTBBALANCE (386) J McCcrwcMrB Ul ?_£MriMi 

31W- SIMON J0SB>H (22ft TlieergpS 106 DBantey 

0E1FF3- SWABA HUS (242) S*3 > Pew 7 10 5 1 ladder 

12 405432- BARELY BLACK (255) ft Brifiaee 7 ID 3 ASSmtoi 

13 F231P-P 5TEEPLE JACK (15) *> BfSvj;- 8 10 1 fo Greene 

14 3W26-2 HruSANDR 0 NlCUS[ 22 )lC) NGseteBlDO-IRKawraffi 

15 FPW6-3 DERJWGVA 11 EY |13| 1 C) A was 10100 LHsrvey 

Minimum veigrL I COL True fiaruftap aei^ic: Plus Antonian ftJ 120. 

ovrmg rstf?v 9u St. 

BETTING: 11-4 Harwell Lad, 6-1 Rorily A Rascal. IM Titus Aittrortare 
8-1 Tttsre 10-1 5uriey Bay, Seper Me*. 12-1 oBen 

EBF TTBPLEPRH'fr Ml NOVICE HURDLE 
(QUAUFBD (CLASS E) £4^0 added 2m 2f 

23- ACT W FAtn (2BSI K Ijaseiw 5 11 0 CUndyn 

21 AROiJW TFE GALE (219) D Gorocae 4 110 JIDeyer 

3 BniyBARlBU52B)G9ifare5n9 BCSffort 

0- BtSWPS7M£l26UiiBsnrg5110 ATtay 

6-5 CAREYSVIIE (170 J E&anb 4 11 D DBreter 

2-P DtVTNER 137) I Bating 6 110. JWalS 


3-20 


6 DfVfl> «BSH (IS) B Sever lOIOO — . — .Mr RThoretsom 

4PPP-PP TOLL BRIDGE J R Psyrtf 8 10 O JHrJCrifeym 

2-42555 ACMUBUEflS] FYxtSqr u 100 B Fenton (5) 

OSW* AttaBa»O71Ma*n9l00 DUanta 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

Mwnure ae^iL' 20K. True ftECdtgp rogTO; Tsl Badgf 9a llfi. Atflfttae 

9st».^»«cte»6a- 

BETTW0: 9-4 Ttopfo's Breen, 3-lSopfafere 4-1 V*s0a. 5-lRriter Shop; 
U-2 Sareiricn Wete. 00-1 dparadda. 25-1 aflwn 

fo'onl TraPLEPWNT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) 
£6500 added 2m 2f 

1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


Sr 53212 HB&BTT BUOWMN (IQ (ff) P Ifrctdls 5 11 5-C Maria 

0-21 CAAfi’ED* BAY 60} (BR G BS3Tg 6 11 0 SCfffeti 

13902 FACTOR TEN (384) MCE Mk^» UO JFfrdej 

1120-11 UGKTBeC LAD (IS) i Fmg, 7 11 0 G Upton 

0W-3F4 PMBS 8 EY RACE {2fi) N T«cr-0reie 7 11 0 . C Uenfeyn 

MWR IM«£(rWS&iefte»arilO B Cron 


&Vh6 KANGffIG QRDVE (15) P Mufpny & 11 0 — Jl 

444. WBH IBIRE (2461 0 &«w»e 5 11 0 JAMeCarthy 

02 £T B0Y5 (16) MR J Pnar. 5 11 0 B Powni 

3-0 MARKSMAN SPARK5 (27) Pf p Cteaiej' 5 11 0.E Bwrau^ 

40- POUtiCAl PAKTO (261) M Ft*- 4 u 0 OBnOg reter 

(X). PLflBHS RAA 6 LB) (251) GBaUn£4 11 G I Raton 

TRAIL BOSS Mss H hngll 4 U Q IFTUley 

WWRLYRAher6U0 

CWJ43- HAZEL GALE i ISO) 5 Ovsnan 6 109 G Upton 

F4- DMLfoKT (215) R to e lfi 9 j Frost 

17 3QF386- NO NEAR IBSS (281) D EKMrtn 5 1C 3 PIMey 

18 00 UP T)C 7B4PO (37) P&ocv FstkU 6 II 1 9 M Foster 

BETTMG: 7-2 Ptdbcto Panto, M Jot Boy*. 6-1 Around The Gala. 
15-2 Trad Boss, 10-1 BMjr Barter, 1£»1 DMnra, lataire 14-1 Ottw* 

is cAI BONUSPRINT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £2500 added 2m 2f 

1 0112F6 FSBBfflNO f7) P Fhch 7 11 10.. Ml MDefyf7] 

2 53 3 PBBWB(2OjitesHW®n4U10 IFIBfo 

3 4W21-6 SfWNGSA«TU5)(C0)M«CMoner6Ufl.. — C Marie 

£ 3824M C0NWY<lS«ajCM»!/i5U8 Muradoct MoOrffl 

5 131550 CaOUS(15}(C)(tfiMFtaU117 .JMfefer 

6 A-33F23 BISHOPS CASTLE (9) R F>od 7 114 J Rost 

7 4140 P -4 MU5IAtffLfl5){CDj PHoagesSUJ .TDaoconteS) 

B FU20 PERSIAN STYLE (SI) (D) Ik G Tu.TKr 11 11 3 RDaris 

9 061201- 0«E7B«YNW75)JKrig9113 _..EUptao 

10 22292 CASPIAN BELUGA (17) Shn^s 7 11? SI 


llPAOfr SHMIG LIGHT £44) D H&&sar. 6 11 0 . 

V SOfiRQ«it240)PH*t6BllO, 

P4) NnSJ(13)A jcnesMO? — 


Iftififerera 

— GTflmejf 


10 0®32P PEARL'S CHOCE (228) i McCtnad'f T 10 9 — ..AlfcfW 
BETTHft 54 Uptontaff tad, 4.1 Sbtofol UgM. 9-2 Ptoteettor Placre 
6-1 Fitter Ten, 13-2 Ceapetee Bay, B-l otters 


11 D12/0C& GAVASKAR (23) G Baring 6 11 2 BCtifford 

12 FV3&43P- BNMRBT (281) P BUr^oyne 7 11 1 IlMdu 

12 44453P DUKE OF DREAMS (17) RBw 5 10 7 B Po«r*l 

14 061P-P4 SXCKBSE (22) Petry FsnsS 1 10 3 — HrJQftitym 

15 300353- WDfBS0PW(21tfiNMKM8l00_5a|*iaHkMi^ 
Mtomwn itagiL lOsL True lutueep MHarsd Scphtj 97 10W 
BEfTtM; 100-30 Maps, C-l Conroy, 13-2 Spring Saint. 6-1 Caspian 
BcA«n, 10-1 Cctanre FemAia, 12-1 foBtepa Crettre 14-1 otters 


Pakistan 
recover 
with Ijaz 
century 


Cricket 


Pakistan 231-4 v Australia 


Y\m Ahmed hntaercd Pakistan’s 
flagging mo rale with an un- 
beaten century at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground yesterday, 
guiding the tourists to 231 for 
4 by the close of play on the fim 

day of ihe third and final Ten. 

Ijaz occupied ihe crease for 
six minutes short of six hours in 
finish on 1 01 not out. leading 
the Pakistan recovery alter they 
had lost Aamir Sohail in the first 
over with the score on four. 

Shane \tantc made a dra- 
matic return to Test action, 
shrugging off the lingering ef- 
fects of a broken toe to claim the 
wickets of Ramiz Raja and In- 
zamam-ul-Haq in his 21 overs. 

But the day belonged to Ijaz. 
who reached his third Test cen- 
tury - all made against Australia 
- cutting a short ball from 
Craig McDermott to the point 
boundary just before close. 

"Tit is is only my second 
match in eight months so I am 
really sore and stiff right now," 
said Ijaz. who joined the squad 
as a replacement for sick open- 
er Saeed Anwar. “It was hard 
work out there because I faced 
a lot of balls and I was just try- 
ing io concentrate ail the time." 

Ramiz fell for 33 hefore lunch 
w lien he checked a pull shot only 
to loft a simple catch to Michael 
Slater at mid-on. Wame struck 
again in his third spell when In- 
zamam was caught by wicket- 
keeper Ian Healy off "a bottom 
edge with his score on 3^. 

McDermott had made the 
first breakthrough, with Sohail 
edging a catch to Mark Waugh 
at second slip off the third ball 
of the innings. 

Fast bowler Glenn McGrath 
took the fourth wicket, remov- 
ing Salim Malik for 36. his 
highest score in four innings on 
lour, during the final session. 

Malik, whose lour has been 
'vershadowed by a bribery 
scandal and disrupted by injury, 
was jeered by a small first-day 
crowd of 1 1.000 as he walked to 
the wicket. 

iFmj oav: Pawaan wen to»i 
PAKISTAN - First timings 
Aamr Soteil cUE Wau*Ji b McDermott 4 

Ramiz Raja c Slater b Warnc 33 

Ijat Ahiwd not out 101 

frwarrvam-iU Kaq c Healy b Wame ....39 

Salim Maui, iru b McGrath J6 

Basn Au r»at out — - 8 

Extras iib3. *2. nb5i 10 

Total (tar «. 91 owers) 231 

Fat 1-4. 2^4. 3-141. 4.J10. 
roBat Etasrf Al. ■H^smAAiam. ffiasWUn. 
Saraam Musrtaq. Mustioa Ahmeti. waaar You- 
ns. 

Bowing: MdVnnoa 13-4-34-1; McGram 19- 
1-72-1; ReiWei lftJ-ASM): \vame 27-16-44 
2: M E Wauffi lC»-4-23-0: EHewra 4-r-6<>. 
AUSTRALIA: *M P Taper. M j Super. D C Boon 
M E Waufri. S R Waugb. G Bieiven. Ti Healy. 
p R Rerttel. S R Wame. C J McDermcm. G D 
Mc&atii. 

■ The first day of England A's 
Second "Test" against Pakistan 
in Rawalpindi was washed out 
yesterday because of a wet 
’pitch and square. 


Slough aim to 
bring down 
Hightown 


Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 

With National League and 
AEWHA Cup third-round 
games it looks a busy weekend 
for ihe women's leading clubs, 
who will still be without the ser- 
vices of their Great Britain 
players. But there will he plen- 
ty of time to recover, as from 
Monday the outdoor season 
goes into hibernation until the 
middle of February. 

Slough, the defending cham- 
pions. entertain the current 
leaders and cup holders. High- 
town, tomorrow in one of the 
day's top two league clashes. 
Slough desperately need a win 
to stay in contention and will be 
out id avenge the 2-0 defeai 
Hightown inflicted on them 
when the teams met at Formby 
al (he beginning of the season. 

The Slough coach. Ian Jen- 
nings. expressed his disappoint- 
ment that he is not allowed to 
call on Mandy NichoUs and Anna 
BennetL just back from Cape 
Tijwn where Britain qualified 
for the Olympics in Atlanta. 

Jennings said: “l just can't see 
the point of not allowing the 

f ilayers to pfay, if they want to. 
br this one weekend when they 
then have seven weeks off. A lit- 
tle relaxed hockey back with Iheir 
clubs could do them good." 

A single goal could well de- 
cide the match. With Hightown 
entertaining Southampton in 
the cup on Sunday and Slough 
travelling to Nottingham to play 
Sherwood, both teams should 
move forward into Monday's 
draw for the fourth round. 

Sutton Canada Life, in sec- 
ond place in the league, should 
keep up the pressure with a win 
at Balsam Leicester but may 
struggle on Sunday at Ipswich 
in the cup in the only clash of 
Premier League clubs. 
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sport 


‘It didn’t help Damon’s reputation that a guy who was an 
year ago is now consistently finishing ahead of him, but 
anyone else’s problem but his own. He’s paid to a do a 
if he can’t handle that job he should go off and do 



FACE TO FACE 


Ian Stafford talks 
to David Coufthard 
about his rapid rise 
from obscurity to one 
of Formula One's 
most coveted drivers 


T hose catching the 12.05 
out of King’s Cross last 
Saturday afternoon were 
probably oblivious to the fact 
that a few yards out of the 
station stands a disused ware- 
house turned indoor karting 
track which played host 
to, amongst others, David 
Coulthard, pitting his wits 
against ordinary punters who 
were hell-bent on beating the 
guy who finished third in this 
year’s Formula One world 
championship. 

It was, of course, all good 
fun, and for a cause - Sparks, 
the children’s charity fed by 
sports stars and events - but for 

CbulthanL it was a chance to 
let his hair down after an up 
and down season that, despite 
numerous successes, saw him 
lose his prestigious drive with 
the Williams- Renault team. 

Poor Coulthard. A cracking 
first grand prixwin at Estoril, 
a host of pole positions and 

nojiuHi nl wring s, and the man 
is repaid with the boot. 
Thanks very much, Frank 
Williams. 

Now, that is what you and I 
might feel, but the man in ques- 
tion is philosophical about his 
departure from Williams, 
delighted with his new chance 
at McLaren and, all in all, 
rather pleased with the way 
things finally turned out u 
there is one thing he does not 
want, it is sympathy. 

“I’m not bitter, twisted, up- 
set or feel rejected by 
Williams,” he assures you, be- 
fore taking to the karting track 
himself. “I don’t feel as if I've 
been jilted and need to find an- 
other girlfriend. In fact, until 
you asked me, Fve never even 
thought about it that way. You 
see. I'm not an ‘its and a huts’ 
man. I see that as wasted 
energy." 

So spoken by a man whose 
confidence remains sky high 
after a season when he feels he 
not only came of age, but was 
also accepted by the other 
drivers. But it was not like this 
midway through the year when 
Coulthard, having pipped 
Nigel Mansell, of all people, to 
the Williams drive, failed to 
deliver. 

“Pressure certainly in- 
creased during the first half of 
the season,” he admits. “I 
didn't look like 1 was going to 
win a race and, with Mansell 
winning in Australia at the 



The confidence of youth: David Coulthard believes he is a stronger challenger to Michael Schumacher"* Formula One title than Damon Hill 


end of last season, I know 
people were saying that 
Williams should have plumped 
for him. 

“But the reason I was chosen 
over Mansell was because he 
wasn't committed last year. He 
didn’t test for example, after 
Jerez, before going on to Japan 
and Australia, and he gave the 
impre ssion to the team drat he’d 
only give 100 per cent at the 
races. Yon need to give more 
than that . 

“When people in Formula 
One looked at my early results, 
they were saying: “It would have 
been different if it bad been 
Nigel driving the car" and I'm 
sure Nigel was saying that as 
well” 

It all changed in BartugaL A 
first grand prix win for 
Coulthard seemed to unlock 
the shackles. The man oozing 
with talent and potential finally 
delivered, and suddenly there 
was no stopping the young 
Scot 

“It was more of a relief than 
anything,” he continues, re- 
freshingly frank in his 


responses. “1 could finally turn 
to people, like the media and 
other drivers who felt I didn't 
deserve such a drive at my age, 
and say. There you are, I know 
you were a doubter. Here’s a 
grand prix win for you’.” 

Did he have to endure some 
serious flak from his fellow 
drivers? 

“Well, I got it from a couple 
of them. I can’t see itthrough 
their eyes, but rd like to ti™k' 
that if the shoe ~was on the 
other foot, Td say: Tve had my 
opportunities, so I mustn't 
knock him. Let’s see how he 
gets on”. But, of course, it’s not 
like that At least Fve proved 
Fm deserving of a top drive. 
Don't forget, m the second half 
of the season, I was dearly 
quicker than Damon Hill, and 
scored more points than him.” 

Sooner or later that name 
had to crop up. Hill, having lost 
the world title to Michael 
Schumacher in 1994 by the nar- 
rowest of margins, was sup- 
posed to be beating him this 
year, not looking nervously 
over his shoulder at apaung up- 


start, and team-mate, for good- 
ness sake, who was catching 
him up fast. 

It afi led to obvious rumours 
about the relationship between 
the two Williams driven fuelled, 
initially, by a public difference 
of opinion last year at Spa. 

“It was over the most stupid 
thing and, in this instance, 
Damon was wrong,” is the up- 
start's verdict. “I mentioned to 
Damon, on about four occa- 
sions, to watch out for Rubens 
BanfrheJlo at the start of the 
race, because he was in front of 
Damon and, through my ex- 
periences of racing against him 
in the lower formulas, I knew 
that BarricbeHo had a lot of bad 
starts. I didn’t want Damon to 
go into the back of him. 

'Anyway, he seemed to think 
I was trying to wind him up and 
psyche him out before the 
start of the race. Basically, I 
don’t think he took too kindly 
to advice from a youngster.” 

Not a good start to your re- 
lationship, then. Did it get any 
better? “On balance, we had a 
good working relationship. 


Fromai 
we don’t really know each 
other, and haven't spent much 
time together. 

“Fve never said this before, 
bat if I had a problem with Da- 
mon it’s the fact that bis per- 
sonality is inconsistent- One 
day he would be very friendly, 

cold. Thatmade it rHffo Stto 
know where you stood, and yon 
would either try and guess, or 
decide not to waste any more 
time trying to find out” 

But sorely you can under- 
stand that the man was not ex- 
actly chuffed when the 
Wilikns No 2 driver was chal- 
lenging him for second place in 
the World Championship? 

“Oh, sure, it didn’t help bis 
reputation that a guy who was 
an unknown a year ago is now 
consistently finishing ahead of 
him, but that’s not anyone 
else’s problem but his own. 
He’s paid to a do a job, and if 
be can’t handle that job he 
should go off and do something 
else." 

So much for Damon HiQ, 


then. But what about Jacques 
Vflleneuve, the man replacing 
Coulthard at Williams, who 
may have won the Indianapolis 
500, but is a complete Formula 
One rookie? 

“WB, he hasn't came out of 
the blue as much as I did. 
When I arrived, people said: 
‘Who’s that?’ Vineneuve is 
quirk, consistent and mature, 
and the only thing that will sur- 
prise him is the sheer pace Of 
Formula One.. Before* you 
conserved your tyres and let the 
fuel load come down but now, 
if It’s a two-stop race, it boils 
down to two sprints. ItH be in- 
teresting to see how he feres." 

VrUeneuve wiHfind himself 
up against Coulthard ’s Mc- 
Laren next season. Even Frank 
WflKams commented, having 
seen Coulthard beat the pants 
off HOI, that be might have 
made an error. Not surprising- 
ly, the 24-year-okJ agrees. 

“I think they've made a big 
mistake. Fm as much to do with 
the success of their car as 
Damon, because Tve con- 
tributed a lot to the testing and 


Photograph: Allsport 


development of it ButiFs not 
a rejection, it’s just business:' 
It’s the need to challenge 

S rinimariiCT , and WflUams ria- 

dded that Damon -wait, a 
stronger chaltengerthanXwas. 

**Tn hindsight, T Blink 

the wrong derision.! believer 
Fm a stronger challenger than 
Damon will be. But I'm stiS.at 
the start of whatT hope w2fber 
along and successful career in 
Formula One, mid at wA'e' 
stage, mb* bacfcal WfltiamS,- 
It’s just the way. fefofopfens: 
W^ve parted on good tenns 
and FIT be at their Christmas 
party, after Fve ocrrsqptetedHW 
first senes of tests with 
McLaren next week.” . 

; McLaren, of course, a one 
of the great names in motor 
Sport, but the team has found . 
itself consistently outpaced by 
the likes ofWSDiams, Benetton 
and Ferrari in recent years. 
Their lack of competitiveness 
did not do Britain’s Mark 
Blundell any favours this year, 
which is why Coulthard takes 
a philosophical- viewpoint 
about next season. 


; “Next year, FI! be abetter 
driver, because of Jbe-invatn- 
able- experience I picked up this 
season, but whether people 
will notice this or not is another 
matter. Fm optimistic about the 
performance of the new 
. M’rf .arm, which fa delivered in 
January. They have everything 
that’s capable of produong a 
wmnabgcar, they don't 
> do it^dryear, then they will the 

“Fra a realist though, and I 
know thatif rmnot featuring 
in Appoints, people wffl be say- 
ing: ^Remember Coultbard? 
He nscdto be on the front grid.’ 
When I go to the first-grand 
pri* I probably won’t be think- 
mg about pole position, but 
rather a top-fiw: placing, but 
well all knew more once we’ve 
tried out the new car.” 

What Coalthard is clearly 
looking forward to, though, is 
a fresh start, with a team who 
he hopes will treat him like a 
respected Formula One driver. 

‘Td been, a test driver at 
Wiliams for 18 months before 
my first grand prix drive for 
them, so Iwas the boy who had 
mowed up to becoming a young 
man, rather than coming 
straight in as a man. At Mc- 
Laren, I go straight in asarace 
driver. 

“Also, I will enjoy equal sta- 
tuswith. Mika. Hlkktn en (who 
is expected to make a full 
recovery from his recent, hor- 
rific crash in Airstxalfe). Unlike 
Williams, where Damon 
always had the use of rite spare 
car, at McLaren h wiQ be down 
to whoevex’s doing well in the 
World Chaimrionship.” 

Not bad for a youngster, 
who, three years ago, was totally 
unknown and virtually broke. 
"When I look back to when I 
was driving Formula 3,000, and 
the belief I had that one day Td 
make it to formula One, I must 
have beeiicxazy. I had to rely 
on femfyrakl mends to pay my 
rent. I used. to live in MSfon 

ReynesM^at’show desperate 

Iwas, . • V - 

“Bat that wasthen, and Fm 
not the sent to sit back Tm look- 
ing forward to next season, 
hope to win at least one grand 
pnxaydfinnfybdfeve,basedcai 
what Fvt achieved so fef, that 
I nowhavetbe ability to one day 
become work! champion-” 

So when did the desire to be- 
come world champion turn 
into belief? “At Spa last year. 
-That’s when I realised that if 
Damon Hfll was a wOrld 
championship contender, then 
I could be as well” 

A few questions will need to 
be answered next year by the 
men who finished in the top 
three in the Warld Champ- 
ionship, but in the meantime, 
it is unlikely that Messrs 
Schumacher, Hill and Coult- 
hardwfi] be sending Christmas 
cards to each other. 


Time to tackle racial abuse 


The game is to consider intro- 
ducing a charter s imilar to the 
one that operates in football, af- 
ter acknowledging that it has a 
“small but significant problem" 
of racism. 

A study published yesterday 
reveals that all blade players sur- 
veyed had been racially abused 
by spectators and that almost 
half of the supporters ques- 
tioned were aware of abusive 
chanting- 

All professional clubs were 
named by various respondents 
as places where black players 
were racially abused. One of 
Britain's highest-profile black 
players, the Wigan winger Mar- 
tin Offiah, recalled incidents of 
racial abuse from opponents: 
“More so against Australia.” 


PICK OF THE DAY 

SATURDAY / Cross-country 

European championships 
Ain vvfcft 

Gram Britain finished fourth In the 

men's European championship 
last year and hope to go at least 
one better tomorrow in the 
grounds of Alnwick Castle, 
Northumberland. All eyes, 
though, win be on Paulo Guer- 
ra, the 25-year-old Portuguese 
who is looking to repeat his run- 
away victory m 1994, Guerra has 
established himself as the lead- 
ing European in this discipline, 
having finished sixth in this 
year's World Championship at 
Durham in March. The women's 
race e particularly exciting, with 
Fernanda Ribeiro, the world 
10,000 metres champion, pit- 
ted against Armemari Sandal, the 
Swedish work! junior cross-coun- 
hy champion. The Portuguese 
ninner ted in fee early stages but 
faded to sixth behind the winner; 
Cathertna McKieman, who is not 
defending. Julia Vacquem, the 
Spaniard who lost by one sec- 
ond last year, also runs. 
HewtsgrttttMKMnMckCWQe.Nail'iun- 
beiana, & oft M. The women* race s at 
3.15pm, Mowed by the men a 2pm. 


Dave Hadfield looks at moves to adopt 
a football-style charter in rugby league 


Ikram Butt, until recently 
the only Asian player in the pro- 
fessional game, said that racial 
taunts, from players and spec- 
tators, had increased as he had 
become better-known, first with 
Feath erst one and now with the 
London Broncos. 

“Sometimes it is done in a jok- 
ing sense, but I don't see why I 
should accept it,” said Butt, 
who has also been in the front 
line of trying to attract more 
Asians to play and watch the 
game. 

Neil Tunnidiffe, the League’s 
project co-ordinator, said that 
blacks and Asians were under- 


represented on the terraces 
and had less access to playing 
jortunities. “We need to 
: grounds more welcoming 
environments," he said. 

The Wigan and Great Britain 
captain, Shaun Edwards, ar- 
gued that abuse of players was 
a more general problem. The 
language coming off the terraces 
is appalling. K l had children, Td 
think twice about t aking them 
to the game,” he said. “It is get- 
ting worse and so far the Rug- 
by League has turned a blind eye 
to it.” 

Edwards believes that better 
stewarding would help. That, 


along wife a policy of taking ac- 
tion against players and fens 
who indulge m racial abuse, is 
part of toe charter that football 
has adopted. 

Many in rugby league are re- 
luctant to accept that a game 
winch has had prominent black 
players for longer than football 
or rugby union needs to take snn- 
flarsteps. 

The game will now decide 
whether it needs to follow foot- 
ball’s example. “Many dubs al- 
ready follow the policies of toe 
charter,” said TUanicfiffe. “It is 
a matter for toe broader gov- 
ernment of the ^ame whether 

something should be done 
across the board, but we would 
expect dubs to be with us all the 
way." 


Gullikson happy with his troops 


Tennis 


The game’s superpowers do 
battle for the Davis Cap dais 
weekend, with the United States 
relying on the power of JPete 
Sampras after losing the tacti- 
cal touch of Andre Agassi. 

Gay -court specialist 
has pulled out of the 
against Russia an the soft, red 
indoor surface of Moscow’s 
Olympic stadium, although he 
is expected to turn up to cheer 
cm his colleagues. The 25-year- 
old from Las Vegas has been suf- 
fering from a chest injury since 
the Americans’ 4-1 serm-fmal 
win over the champions, Swe- 
den, in September, and maybe 
out of the game until January. 


Asked whether the loss of 
Agassi would affect the US 
camp, their cap tarn, Tom Gul- 
likson, said: “I think we will do 
very welL We have a very strong 
team. We knew that both Jim 
[Courier] and Fete would have 
to play the first d ay. I have got 
the utmost confidence in both.” 
Sampras, the world No 1 
and champion at Wimbledon 
and toe US Open this year, 
leads the attack, aiming to uring 
toe Davis Cup to America for 
toe 31st time fo 
tory. Courie^f 

_ ’ player.' * 

llle ddtiblei provide a com- 

fpnaffori^JeravpemBrfrom 


Tbdd Martin and ' experience 
from Richie Rmehtag, a former 
US Open doubles champion. 

The hosts, appearing m their 
second: consecutive final after a 
tense 3-2 seam-final victory over 
.Germany, will rely heavily on 


the wodd No 6, Yevegny Ka 
nikov. The 21-year-old right- 
hander reached the Freqcb; 
Open semi-final and the quar- 
ter-finals at Wanbtedan andm 
.Australia this year 1 ! Hiss^cpud 
singles match a gains t i ihe 
e^to-ranked Courier.. 

. BErn* an even- ...... 

^jutting two day-coutLi 

nbloov, 29, is rankldsi fowfy90th 
in toe wodd but has a knack of 
rising to. the- occasion for his 
country.' Hfe saved nine match 


JUST THE TICKET: 


weekly £ u i d e 


what’s 


where 


This weekend 

TODAY 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Stones Centenary Qiorapt- 

oraNp: Bradford v Oldham (7 JO]. 

DARTS: Wmmau World Masers Champt- 
onSups (London). Rlctto Burma, Item Warn, 
defends his World Men's Mastare ttrigfes d- 
rio. Sessions: today noon to 0pm; tomorrow 
10am fo 3pm. Adrreasws £830 for both day*. 
Thames Sua, Earls Gout Ram ton ausmanontt 
Hotel, 47 UUa Rood, Futon, London SWC, 
•* doao to Wbk Brampton rube {DWrtctana: 
dosed at weekends) and Evfa Court (District 
and PKcedriy SneSJ. (Tet 0171 3SS 1255). 
RICOCHEft Smdxw loe Brifah Open Chant- 
pMHKpa (Crawley). Ricochet « a one be- 
wean squash and raefenbefc. art ttw 

ea!fe«as»el»theM*>.usira«mDaht- 

wght rachaa end a aoft donated baL More 
IhanlAOplayecshMemarKlllMflratchaRi- 
ptonaNps. todudkig James Mala, me Brtttah 
and world Etches champion, and Greg Star- 
odutv the American No 1 rlcodiat ptajwr. Phy 
stans at 4J30pni today, at 9am tomorrow and 
tom Sam on Sunday die semi-friab M Warn 
and tha nut find sf 1230pm. Spectating ■ 
free. The dub, Oopthom* Road, Odpthome, 
Crawey, WastSuasat, «enA26AEwtGrtn- 
staad road fiorn junction 10 of K23. (Tel: 
01342 71S278J. 

SROOKHtRowlLMrAasorencaOKQwn- 
pnnsiapICuU Has, Preston). lUeBanMi- 
o Me for die sem-Onsb n £6.50 for me 
atemoon a as«ionand£8tafinea*eninsuTo- 
day Ipra and 7pm, lomonow 2pm and 7 pm, 
SuWa/a Snal is j-‘d out. 7h* GuM Ref. Pm- 
Mon « m me aty cafflrt. PM n adjowdbu* 
Maamcer park. {BaeOce: 01772 2588589. 
SQ1MSK cub la Santa BMsn Und«-23 and 
Under- 16 OiampioraHpc (Noanmam). The 
bag >wig orient W be pertonwnft m Not- 
rintfwn fottawms m me wafea of Brttaars «* 
win In the mart wortd earn chempoutiip MS 
moon Caaao JaSman. die formar Wodd Open 
flnafig, tool* tor her flfei end fi«t «nda*23 
BdafotM womans onanworanip,aMeAdgn 
Toes, tha TforiaWra pbqv. s fowurne to win 


the mails undar-23 ttta, sacatad by Mark 

Ctatone^BmcnftwafSnsrisvKMaustoan. 

The rtret and second mums are todw as noon 
and 6pm; toraomwn quarter and ssnt-fbiats 
start a U-20sn and 4^l£tom, wdh Sunda/W 
finals starting* 1.45pm. Speraanng is baa. 
Notongham wash CU), The Rarit, Is readied 
foxnjundnn£ofMl,tafgnsAS2tDciiyoBn- 
oe: need for city’s Carta Gass and « Hand 
folow slgis tar manhal Ome, afoera Tha Baric 
« loc at ed. (Tel: 0115 94170221). 


FOOTBALL; FA 

figu r anea Laagjw and Scotbah Lewa. M 
RUGBY L£AafeS* CUt CU) round. 
RUGBY DMWfcTourMatdE Muatervlfens- 
uaai (Cori<.23G).CS Senes Tour Mattie Md- 
lands v Western Samoa (LeKasDsc 3.0). 
awtansIChaiBporiaiapilanifcaiirSoum W ag 
(Siaitaw > 230}.lfelneianVttrid>tMBg.'I)H>- 
nents SBOttfefo Champunshfo Rik OnrWon. 
RMXNB MaUooal Hurt atan atatacQ: 
WQLVBIIMMPTON OUWagharFfe^ Mam- 
bars £35; Grand s t a n d fa. (ft g race 3L50). 
GbapaUKCU£13;laDBndi£S(QVk£4). 
0-0). B a n dw ng Club £15. Junior OubOS- 
259ml fit* QandRand nd Paddodc £12; Sl- 
uar Rttg £5. (1250). Toweaetan Mambas 
£12 TaOKaate £8: Course £4 (Car piu» al 
ocmpwTts HQ. (1255). WathartycOUb £12 
(aecorapanad wider-lBa tee); T fjiut aa 
£7: Coens £2 (QAPs £1} lean, ndudrat up 
nr feu adults £6). (12^(8. 

CWCL&-CROSS: Nous and Oedy Isirs (Der- 
by). Tha JuvenBa race spam m ma arin g K 
lixn, wnn tha main warn at 216pm. SWh 
Moor Pan* ib'ibb sown or Daroy. reached us . 
the hM road. Zodae CHC (KWtwJ. L45pna 
and 230pon. Rridw SC it (is mriss noth of 
LhMpootWmonH Horn junction sboTM57. 
ICC HOGKEK Benson and Hedss Cup final 
HBjfeBfc NoMntfiam tamham * Shafleid 
■L There are a few km r*mafok«tt 
CJULShaflWdAnna.BmMonLaaa.iiaiBi* 
pMMorw rate tan Junction 34 of Ml. ali- 
&al®i78 tmwrds the dty cam. The Arena 
tt Mtuatad k dw unction of-A617S and 
BnxtthKW Im. fbf 0UA 288 G856»> 


SUNDAY 

RK1IBALU FACim Second rant NngWrv 
nn vnyrmudi (130). FA Carla ' 

Wtmbiadan v Newrasfla (4 . 

• ftw DMauc Sunderland v t 
; Wofesmampton * foswkh I 
RUGBYLEMUBStonesOantanayChvnpi- 
onsrtp (four mattheM. SBc Cut Cup first round: 
aaefepod vfiyatoriciao); N u a m gf iem » West 
QM. 

RUGSruiMOrtaCSInBuranceCountyCham- 
piorahio MfeSSnds Pod One: Notts. 1m and 
Darby UricasnMdre (230) for NaMarfo. 
CVGUFCROSGc Natural Ttaphy Series ILitaaB- 
m. BBnaQama, of Team Ratosh, hases- 
tabaatsd a co mu an cfl ng lead In the aenlor 
s®aion aafett htt the Hurt round on SunS%. 
In a« orafe ottBsxies. the poritfcn is nudi 
doaar. James Aknm oT Dmks RT, and Garni 
HattMcha. of Long &MonFan®jn, lead tha 
jtxriarbophyjdndr. wh*« m the warans” and 
womtn’scompaiiiians bm potna aspam me 
laadamfinnVialrneamMihahifoidroMrRus- 
9et, of RerspOV Veto, and Dob Murid, orream 
Sam^aminarBRMGOinweansorthsycF 
iowJars^taMJuMarAaaaiias,tagyeBitaa*v 
ner, nssM TWor (Brook CQ has rofekwl me 
lead. National Ttophy racasjjuvanie 13am, Ju- 
ntar noon, Wtarans 32.01pm, woman 
12 . 02 pm. undw-l2s lpm, ssnhn 2pm. 
Braunstooa Bark lain watt Lelcaatar. off A47 
Hnddev toad. Othar ausms; Shaftsabuiy CC 
(Brentwood). Rat race 10am. man wet 
1130am. Branbaood ParK Warily Gap. Brert- 
woad. Emk ■ Ml A3023 from wndion 28 of 
M28. Broome Head) Sermtafe Otaipy). 
13am, 330pm. Race baadmittn are at 
Broome VRap Hafi. Sun Road. ampuuHi off 
A343. IVi mfci nonruWK of Buiffly. SuF 
fefle Baraai VHkMbus (Barton, Socah ftm- 
barada). IDJOam. 33A&im.B«ysmtai Paris. 
BWon-w+fermbtf. la tttht Soua*n and Of 
ms Htratar BddBfe, Ra«t CC (Brt^ttn). lpm, 
2pm. Maasaooonm MfikT PwK <s ocnxjde 
BnttnoR on *27 Lawn road. London CCA 
tnatfdi) TMameedr^lsdertroodtotaWckjca 
yo^ddfle^dw s g^lOttn 

- . j.t a ■ 


■h Surrey. Breached fern j ■ — 

rtMaa. Hand tar town and aftartuywA wm 
left Wo Gatton Bottom. BWipp )fei6lfef|d CC 
^aWBSfcm. lOom. noon. JJta <rfcq ^c Quw- 

ton anHAfiSSttCtuidoa. ArttonOoJtSnwri- 
bfe (Bristol). lOlSom, 33m. NwBs; 
Wfooa. LaiMrood lane ^wraanee, is off M328 
Brtdw tn Omwdotr mad. Mount ttaw ifTaBm 
Wwdatm. 1045en 1330am. 


sporting spectator 


£9; Ouse £5. pjag 


Oer-XBs free); T;-,--. ,.1| 

CIZ4Q. Wiawlrar I feadfebplnn- Mantw £12; I 
TWsrssflsra; Couse£4. aim Ptanpton: 
Members £12 Tattenafe £8; Course £4. 
(1236). Waoiarafey: I WW n (aw): Mam- 
bam ’fettsnafefB; sawrtttt£4. (3-10). 
lakMtaK Ctab £32; Taterafes 
£4. (aocompanlBd infer- 15e (LO). 

lay feiaanl ia nr . Members 




Hwxt weak* 




(x Oertanrfaadurifc ludsi M gi taareia feat 
BMahiK Ilim » Charlton (7-45). Second 
DMatoae Crewe « Brittnl CbyT sootatti 
jj amwflretjDh ^ oniDcaT^yDumb wtan. 

Ctql 

Chanotans^ LaMfeM feoap B: BtacKbum v 
Rtsenfut*ac£Sj. Qmw« cs Borusia Dere 

mund vRarKem. BaTaScotUah laanbra Pre- 
RferDMaliin: Aberdeen vNfenamodc. 
hubby iBiCUfe w a dn aa diy. saones Can- 
tnaqr Second GfeMoroHnMv Boom (73C|. 
RUGBY UMOItt Tut* day. Rn H BM 
UafeialoaB Cop Bod D: aranaoa r ( 

(73). CIS brnrafeMg 


ftarth amPwB i tn v WanamSsniM (730 ) fat 
MdAflIMA RapraoaafeUr* fetafftri - 


Army (73). Chib 
Bary MB vAbartlfety ffaSK Cn» 
feas eTfsanaiy (7-Q)- Waifeiaadai.. Hw Ha. 

i Coo Pod C; lainasarvPon* 

Muradowne AwO. CU 
:vRawfen* (730). 
imiodKCU £3A) ttt- 
ffi MWfe and onamptoyea £3). 
(32209. lotfloK Outr £14 (acevnpafiM urv 


£030; Centra £4. (1230). FWdoy: 
CU> and Taoen«Ss oomUned 
£12 QtfUOC; ZB-TA yems, £8); ftwert En- 
ckxua £5. (3230V MawMtaK. Club £14; 
Grandstand £8; FBridy BidoBire £3 (under. 

lfetaaai andwind. <mn. Hattwac Cfob 

JgBadg^^COABs £4). (12J2S). 

POOTBALUSdarday: FA Cup fourth round. 
■ ^Onan gPrernrenhip.BKteWgit£aajBand 

NtX^UMUesaiinlMRMBTiOdwauv. 
wr-flaet \Wdnes » Wgan. Sw^R^TTO- 

teasssi 1 tew - B - aw * 
smsmssaa 

i^wrYCbnnBdtaCLaO) 


This year's Boxing Day offers 8 fosst of 
National Hunt racing to add to the cd- 
ebrations and the 10 mealngs pnxAte 
Rtenty of choice for the racegoer. 
Kempinn Rark is Tfe main fea- 

turing the Wrig George VI Chase, a race 
foat ranks second rn the.^eepiachas- 
Ing season® the Cheftenhama*fCupu 
Kempton te aiso offering rfiocount&TB ' 
the Cfejb and Grandstand snclosuwup 
to 14 December. - 

the Rowland Merrick Hawfcap - 
Oiase at Waheriby is one -arift&'T 

north’s teadVng steepiechasesr and" 
Martet Rasen wfa nm hre Unoqksferie - 
National over four mBer one i 
The other seven 


. Tempt to have 
the day. 

KEMPTON PARK 

Thames. ABd Utaaax 
toatt&sc»GL372 
function lot M3, 
tm-bookad). 


fter 


? TBBBrealk«aMnnj, 
(12301. Uncflaht asWadneotay. 02.15). 


IgoRrOOenew 
■ dub £25 (£20 
Lrtfm a®- 

Rlru £7. Poridng: MemtiarbdWparlc £5 (Bn*- 
Mtntmvxt»pm4od&Vam carpark 
fme. (first rat* l2AScrt$. - 
4y^Swft((yfeiCa2922Stt7S;, kaoutfi 

Jhwr Giaurow on AZ7. ifesr 9 dtd A75, A70 r 
A 7B orATll OU> Oft &andR»itf £g<OAPa 
hatfflricaL C12JS). ' ” ■ • 

HERSOTD mm .2504360* at Jtahw 
m* dtM3 northern outettt* 

dlfereford. rowieeflov. 

£12. TtataoMk £9L Osbffe fS. PsrMw fee*. 
0.0$. 

HWmaM.-CanOiUauUm (01450 
453379, bat Oampten, too rotes wear of 
OR 4604 and UAL Mam- 
<wb azPaoootk £8. Cana mfosurs £3 
Aaonad raid. Rarfefetfftsa (L 2 JQpm). 


[AJAUW M y riA Mt VIV I lIMi ll J ■< 

Nol2,MidiaelStich,nilhe de- 
ciding match of the semi-final 
before coming torougfr 14-12 in 
the final set. ChesnakDV has the 
daunting jnospect of meeting 
Sampras in the first match 
today, while KafeknOravpaxlnCT 
Andrei Olkhovsky in Sunday’s 
doubles. 

Much attention has focused 
on the indoor day court toe 
km3eridehas<^tedtoi»e,lK^- 
ing to blunt the attack, of the big 
hitters. . Russia were fined 

surface propi^^brS^s®nn- 
final a gainst Gcrtoaiiy. and toe 
opening game was delayed for 
an hour because the referee 
dedded the co^was dangerous 
after it had bees overwatered. 


MARKET RASEN, Uncolmhlrr; (02673 
S43434fcJaotttg» fc^rf awigi^i- 
Ctub amt&s OZ TeaasaBs £8. StMr Kng 
£*. pmUnt flea mept ta ptant area a per 
cer:(lzMpm}. Same prices apply fo Near 
ybafcOafroaattot. 

NBVTOH ABBOT. Devon (01826 532351 . 6 
north at foa town on A3d0. six mfes tram 
Tbnjueyand 17 tan Seeter. PxMacHCaurwe 
£&SO- Coras* £4. Partdng doe. 02- 50pm). 
SSXSTBJ3, CO Ourbam (Wbmvxfcn 01740 
aazaze^racrKtay 01 740 62038Q). is 1 mfe 
soudMWtt of (Dun, near foncson 4889 
flMQP 4ucfttand road and 4177^ DurMn md. 
•Mri m#es nortfr-wett orscocMurMai-Tbaa. 
fladdot* £8 (OAPs £4). Course £2. PW»tff 
£2 and fie*. (lZJQpml. 

WEtHBRBK WastYOrkshbo ( 01337582035 h 
b float of BMnrorsi224 forRlMAttf*- 

cancio AL Cbb £12. Taoenato £7. Cause 
(a ^ w * ha ** 9e 

YJmCANTON. Somerset (01963 32344). fe 
ansmfencwfi afUmcnB30B11iamA303. 
Oub OA. TonersaDa £0. Puttie mine £4. 
Cor* ipeouM £4 per ear pfcs £4 par obbu- 
pan. PMfegftee. (12.40pm). 
WV&HAMPTON. West Attends W902 
24481}. ft one mflo north at town an A449. 
JU«^tf^irjlnalDn32rfM<l Qand- 

MaasMswaa 

iw 

Awmpanled cftftftsn under -16 are adm*- 

tad fl» u aff meadngs. 

Details of forthccnnmgevmts with 
infonnatioQ on tickets and venues 
should -be sent to: The Sports 
Desk, The Independent, l uana- 
. da Square, Canary^ Wharf, London 
E14 5DL R« 0171 293 2894. 

Compiled by Paul Maher 







ppl minefield threatens to drive Venables to distraction 


Tfc& FootbaJ! Association took 
'tjvp gambles when it appointed 
Venables. One was on his 
abmty, the other on his probity. 

. wenty-two months later the 


. greater risk. While his team arc. 1 

^ in competition,-' 

: tti£ showing growing promise. 
r But his reputation, while yet to 
. be tested in court, is ^being 
sfeadjly besmirched. ’ fvrv.-. ; • 

, . This latest embroilment, like 
. roost of the others; is ahenia- 
tively serious pir triffing de- 
pending on.pei^^?tiye:tjiven 
■ the effort theiPeffMtment of 


Trade and Industry has put 
rnto investigating Venables its 
raDirre to unearth any conduct 
warranting criminal ^ 
something of a vote of confi- 
dence. in tuny 

However, for Nick ‘Burner, 
Venables’ solicitor, to say “af- 
ter two and a half years of al- 


_Y ui6 \juiy 

thmg they have come up with 
is disqualification asa director” 
isdmngenuous.Itis.amild£»ut- 
. come only by comparison with 
some' of the allegations lev- 
c&ed against ^na^es, not m. it- 
self. .The possibility of being 


disbarred from being a compa- 
ny director is serious for a man 
who embraces the entrepenur- 
ial world with such enthusiasm. 

As far as the football world 
is concerned the worst case 
scenario for Venables is for 
the Premiership inquiry to im- 
plicate him in a “hung" trans- 
action. Their long-delayed 
investigation into the Teddy 
Sheringham and Paul Gas* 
. coigne transfers is still to report 

Venables is also being sued 
for libel by Alan Sugar and over 
^alleged unpaid debts by three in- 
dividuals and a multi-national. 


The England coach insists the fight to clear 
his name will not affect his work, but 
football may still suffer, argues Gtenn Moore 


a week after the release 
, of the Everton striker, Duncan 
-^ Brtgu somfrom Glasgows Bar- 
. home Prison after serving a sen- 
. -tepee for an on-field assault, two 
■' .more top Scottish footballers 
; am facing possible court actios 
.^-biy police. '• . 

'i; : Alan McLaren, of Rangers, 

: and the Aberdeen striker, Bil- 
B ,.ly Dodds, yesterday learned. 
Vj&at win be they will be the sub- 
3gcct of police enquiries after ap- 
pearing before, a Scottish 
botball Association disdpli- 
ty committee to account for 


their actions in the turbulent 
Scottish League game between 
the twpdnbs on II November. 
Two. more Rangers players, 
Phu3 Gascoigne and John 
Brown, were given one-match 
suspensions oh the strength of 
a referee supervisor's report - 
but his not yet dear if they have 
^scapedpolice action. 

The lOTcwchibaccepted the 
decisions on Gascoigne and 
Brown, hot joined the Scottish 
players’, union in warning the 
SEA that it is endangering ref- 
erees’- authority. . - 


^ited fans to protest 
^t increased prices 


iEPHERD 


Bter United’s animat 
pere meeting today is 
V be another stormy, 
.Ci Wfair with hundreds 

of; ^rs set to descend on 

. the . Irmitage Centre to 

prote; !qt the club’s infia- 

tion-bt price increases. 

7.\ News \plarmed protest 
yesterday Ip terse rehouse 
; for Martin fards, who faced 
aJu^j degre yak ever prices 
altastyeaPsn would 

• argue weare i dear. We are 
.iKrttjymgtoprii *rppariersoar 
■ 'of the stadium,' If said. " 
y Mr Edwards a I hinted that 
raws in the pew a fewhkhtwD 
boost capacity to . 1000, opens 
next yeareouid be > taper. 
are aware that prio Ihave gone 
up, and when we se Vrices next 
year when tiie stand l open we 


w3l rake tbatiofoccmskteratian. 7 ’ 
However, -Chris ’ Robinson, 
chairman of the Independent 
Manchester United Supporters 
Association, said long-serving 
supporters oould.no longer af- 
ford to attend matches. 

‘ **W? have a couple of hun- 
dred people who have managed 
to buy a small number of shares. 
We know that is hot enough to 
shake Martin Edwards in tenns 
of his holding, but the latest 
price increase is the straw that 
broke the camels back,” he 
said. He added that his season 
ti&et for tins year cost £304 for 
19 games. Compared with £108 
in 1990-for2I games. ■ 
PALc^Netvraric for fans was 
launched in London yesterday. 
The network aims to provide ad- 
equate regal representation for 
supporters by patting them in 
touch with sotiators with foot- 
baft backgrounds^ . 


A spokeswoman for Strath- 
clyde Police would only confirm 
that a number of Rangers and 
Aberdeen players have been in- 
terviewed. “Police inquiries into 
the match are ongoing. Sever- 
al players from both clubs have 
been interviewed - some under 
caution, some not. A full report 
wfl] be forwarded to the Procu- 
rator. Fiscal in due course." 
She explained the term “under 
caution” means the person con- 
cerned was informed of their le- 
gal rights and that their 
statements may be used in ev- 
idence against them. 

The SFA said: “The matters 
regarding Dodds and McLaren 
are to be deferred ax the play- 
ers’ special request,” after a 
hearing which lasted more than 
five hours. Gascoigne, Brown, 
McLaren and Dodds, like Fer- 
guson in April 1994, escaped ac- 
. tion by the match official, John 
Rowbotham of Kirkcaldy, but 
were cited by the supervisor, 
Don McVicar. 

Tony Higgins, the Scottish 
Professional Footballers’ Asso- 
ciation secretary, who repre- 
sented the players at the hearing, 
said: “McLaren and Dodds have 
both been cautioned by police, 
so any derision on them was de- 
ferred until police investiga- 
tions are exhausted. I believe the 
police interest only came to 
light in the last 24 hours.” 

Gascoigne is available for 
Rangers’ visit to Hearts to- 
morrow but will then be out for . 
two matches. He serves a one- 
match automatic suspension 
against Particfc on 9 December 
and, due to yesterday’s events, 
win also miss the game at Moth- 
erwell on 19 December. 


BBC lose FA Cup final to ITV 


The BSC yesterday surren- 
dered iiv& coverage of the FA 
Cup final to their commercial ' 
rivals, TTY'- 

• That, is the. outcome of. a 
three-way £130m deal, domi- 
nated, by the satellite broad- 
casters Sky, forthe rights to.the . 
Foptball Association's major 
properties for. four years from 
1997 onwards. - 


The BBCalso loses highlights 
of _ England's international 
matches, but win keep its Road 
to Wembley FA Cup highlights 
m return for a £15m contribu- 
tion to the package. 

The BBC could not find 
enough licence paycrs’ money 
to compete harder for the game 
that has brim the jewel in its 
sporting crown since 1937. 


ITV will shew a. live FA Cup 
match on Sunday afternoons 
from rounds three to six. as well 
as one live semi-final and the fi- 
nal They will also show high- 
lights of midweek replays from 
round three onwards and will be 
able to show highlights of all 
England’s home games, includ- 
ing qualifiers for the World Cup 
and European Championships. 


In return he is suing Tottenham 
for unfair dismissal two indi- 
viduals in connection with his 
business dealings and the BBC. 
the Sun and the Minor for libel. 

It is a formidable array of lit- 
igation. enough to occupy a sub- 
stantial amount of anyone's 
time and mind. However, Ven- 
ables insists it is not affecting his 
coaching of the England team 
and the FA support that view. 

Time out 
for clubs 
in Europe 

The English clubs who have 
failed in Europe yesterday won 
the barking of Terry Venables 
and the Football Association for 
longer preparation time in a 
quest to avoid a repetition of 
this season’s embarrassments. 

The England coach, the FA 
chief executive. Graham Kelly, 
and its technical advisor, Jim- 
my Armfield, gathered in Man- 
chester to meet the managers 
who suffered a near-total wipe- 
out to begin an unprecedented 
inquest: Alex Ferguson (Man- 
chester United^ Joe Royle 
(Everton), Ray Harford (Black- 
burn) and Howard Wilkinson 
(Leeds) - plus Frank Gark, 
manager of the only survivors. 
Nottingham Forest. 

David Davies, the FA’s direc- 
tor of public affairs, said last 
night: “They discussed the need 
for ways to be found to give our 
English teams more preparation 
time for major European ties. 
Today’s meeting is only the fore- 
runner of other similar gather- 
ings which will be held in 1996." 

Newcastle United face an- 
other tough away-day after dis- 
posmg of Liverpool to reach the 
last eight of the Coca-Cola 
Cup. Yesterdays quarter-final 
draw sent them to Highbury for 
a tic with Arsenal. Wolves, con- 
querors of Coventry on Wed- 
nesday, have another Midlands 
derby at Aston Villa. 

Dennis Beigknmp. the Ar- 
senal striker who suffered a calf 
injury as his side beat Sheffield 
Wednesday on the same night 
to reach the last eight, is doubt- 
ful for tomorrow’s game at As- 
ton Villa. u My chances can 
only be 50-50 at the moment," 
the Dutchman said. 

Manchester City’s Alan Ball 
has been named Carling Man- 
ager of the Month for Novem- 
ber. The Maine Road club have 
taken 10 points from their last 
four Premiership matches. 

Chris Kamara, Bradford 
Gty’s new caretaker-manager, 
has named Gary Megson as his 
first-team coach. The 36-year- 
old midfielder has bad brief 
spells playing for Lincoln City 
and Shrewsbury Town this sea- 
son after leaving Norwich City 
last summer. 

COCA-COLA CUP QuertsHM draw: As on 
VWs v Wolves: Norwich or Bofton w Middies 
DTOU0I or Berrungham; Arsenal v Newcastfe; 
Leetfc v Readme, fries » 6e olawa hcm cwn- 
moncXng 3 January}. 


From personal observation he 
would indeed appear to have an 
impressive ability to toots on the 
job. In this he is fortunate that 
the demands of interna Lional 
management arc more flexible 
than at club level. 

But. while the litigation may 
not be affecting his coaching, i’l 
is affecting his image and. by ex- 
tension, that of the game itself. 
The FA mav contend that Ven- 


ables is employed to coach 
footballers, not in a financial po- 
sition. buL as national coach, he 
is one of the sport s ambas- 
sadors. 

This is not to suggest the 
populace are aghast at the 
stream of accusations. Even if 
the worst of these were true 
Venables would be regarded 
with the same indifference as 
Gerald Ronson or Ernest Saun- 
ders. both of whom were con- 
victed in the criminal courts of 
far mure serious financial of- 
fences than those alleged of 
Venables. 


Most people judge Venables 
on what he does, or rat her gets 
others to do. on the pitch. If he 
is disbarred, but succeeds in 
guiding England to success in 
the European Oiampionships. 
few would regard it as a tar- 
nished triumph. 

The FA are aware of this. They 
are also aware that their own rep- 
utation rests on suceeai in the 
Championships and that, were 
Venables to he sacked, that 

would be very hard tu achieve. 
His success so far is a valuable 
shield against the FA’s hardJin- 


Bui the FA do haw -J -Aider 
responsibility They are right i«. 
note that Venables is yetVi h-.- 
found guilty of anything, but ihc 
whole affair does little for the 
image of the game. 

The overall effect is rather 
like watching Venable-.’ midtirid 
harrassing the opposite m to 
win the ball. None m’lliem. In 
themselves, can win it, hut o 
leetivcly they can. The worry is 
that, eventually, one of Ven- 
ables’ court cases will 
him. 



Flight path: Francis Hoenselaar takes aim at Earls Court yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Women darts players make 
their target the male ego 


Spartans step back on the glory trail 


t After their 2-G triumph 
at Bury in the first 
i’ rooml_Blyth Spartans 
jvfll noTbe content to 
settle, for of gallant 

kwers ^shen they step out at 
Stockp^CcmrnyaotDoiTOw in 
.the second Touafc of- the FA 
Cup. The Utfortfiesfrave beat- 
en the Edgeky Pajisefefo before 
at tin’s stage of' tijg : ^burna- 
Tmenti in l97L whenthey won 
1-Oat their Craft l^rfchqipe. Six 
season later, Spartai«?im- 
barked on their finestCupina. 


Rupert Metcalf on Biyth's Cup exploits 


Homemas overBurscough, 
Chesterfield and Enfield took 
them to a fourth-round tie at 
Second Division Stoke City. 
TVo goals from Tfeny Johnson 
- his second a last-minute win- 
ner - and one from Steve Car- 
ney brought Btyth a famous 3-2 
victory and they were through 
to the last 16, a feat since 
equalled by only two non- 
League dobs: Tbtford and Kid- 
derminster. In the fifth round 


Torrance shares Sun City lead 


en year by fairing a share of the 
lead al the.’ Sim Crty Million 
Dollar Challenge with a three-un- 
deftpar 69.Tbriunce. runner-up 
toCblin Montgomerie in the Eu- 
ropean Order of Merit this yeaii 
Set the pace akaraide the US 
Open chanyion,Corey Pavia. 

Pavin made three birdies in 
the last four holes to dimb (he 
Icaderboard while .Torrance 
missed 3 - short portal the last 
to tie with the American. 



amornttvin mfilfoos of 
marks (£4Sm)’ that/is to be 

spent',., on xeno^tfr^ the 
Qlym^fe .'^ariium m Munich, 
hcroeef Mimfeh. Pfans 

-include YEP bcoes^ ^ restau- 
‘At^ ygarages ariJ moc^ 
wlpriiwould in- 
CT^se.ihe capadWto 80,060. 


' ■ ^^tgcmieriewasstruggHr® 
after a seven-over-par 79 mid 
fheScofcould not stop putt- 
ing shetstolhe right as he went 
out m 40:Tbedctending cham- 
pion, NickFaldo, fared bejtter 
with a level-par 72. Faldo Was 
in touch with-TbrraiJCe until 
he soffei^aduastrous triple- 
bogey eight at the par-five 
ninth.-- .- : 1 . 

By contrast, Ibxrance made 
the only eagle of the day at the 
same hole, sinking »20-foot pint 
after a superb long-iron shot : 
from the fairway. . - ;* 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Rw&aB 

7.4Sw*ss stated 

B» RP SAISI£4CUSOf M LW PnplW 
DMslon: BohemBnB v SwCOTJ^Dro^- 
(tautd * Doty City: a Rrt* ^ Sfi- 

ajRmws,' 

JEWSW EASTERN l£MUE CW» SW»4 
,oea& Digs Town v SudbW Tayw, Nonteh 
[MeA v PaiBflhaTT Town 17.3V)- 

Rudbv Laajiue 

CWJWWSHir: 
firatfon! Bids V.CMtlBm (7 JO) 

sax air owiBKE cup fw wj* 

wfaobtony John Moores UrawNty (730) 
TOUR Mxmfc LBncotfdre undw-m v Aus- 
' vanan Scnoots (7^0} tat L&gp). 

Other sports 

SNOOKER HowlUrtrABeuiBiW l/K ChonW i 
tGufld ftfl. Preston). 


they gained a 1-1 draw at Wrex- 
ham and were unlucky to lose 
2-1 in the replay at St James’ 
Park, Newcastle. 

Spartans have rot reached the 
third round since then, and their 
win al Stoke was their last suc- 
cess over a League dub until last 
month's effort at Gigg Lane. 
They have achieved Cup success 
this season despite having three 
m anage rs: Hairy Dunn left ear- 
ly in the campaign and was re- 


Below-par 
Hendry wins 
comfortably 

Snooker 


Stephen Hendiy claimed his 
place in the semi-finals of the 
Royal liver Assurance UK 
Championship yesterday and 
then said he had become a vic- 
tim of his own success. 

For the first time in four out- 
ings at Preston’s Guild Hall, the 
five-times world champion did 
not record a single century 
break on his way to victory. 

. “I have set myself such high 
standards that everyone ex- 
pects me to knock in centuries 
ail the time," he said following 
his 9-3 win over Ken Doherty. 

Hendry, who meets fellow 
Scot Jotm Higgins or Welsh 
stablemate Mark Williams to- 
morrowior a place in Sunday's 
final, began the day 6-2 up. 

Doherty won the first frame 
of the day and had a chance to 
win the next but missed a tricky 
Ted and Hendry's break of 40 
proved decisive and he finKbed 
the match off with breaks of 74 
and 59 in the next two frames. 


placed by limy Lowery, who 
guided Blyth to success at Bury 
with the help of the former 
Manchester United midfielder. 
David McCreeiy but has qow 
been replaced by Peter Harrison. 

The Spartans squad includes 
the midfielder Lawrie Pearson, 
whose day job is Football in the 
Community Officer with the 
Premiership club, Middles- 
brough. If Blyth manage to 
beat Stockport, there is no 
doubt who Pearson wants to 
face in the third round... 


Egos were at slake at Earls 
Court. London, Iasi night, as 
men competed against women 
for the first time ever to win one 
of eight qualifying places for the 
Embassy World Professional 
Darts Championship in January. 

“They shouldn’t really be 
frightened." Deta Hedman, 
the women's world No 2 seed, 
said “but being a woman can 
have quite a drastic effect on a 
male darts player's confidence. 
Zf you are plating badly then 
they'll coast a game on their 
ego. If you ’re playing well then 
they’ll crack straightaway." 

Hedman has been playing 
darts in England for 18 yeara 
and along with the top seven 
women’s seeds was aiming to 
qualify for a place at Frimley 
Green and an opportunity to go 
for the big money - £36.000 to 
the winner. As things turned 
out Hedman was the only one 
of 11 women to make into the 


Liz Sear! reports on last night's unusual 
qualifying competition at Earls Court 


second round last night, and she 
still had another four rounds to 
get through to the champi- 
onship itself. 

This is the firsi lime in the 
19-year history of the champi- 
onships that women have been 
allowed to stray officially into 
the male domain of daris and 
despite a few dissenters the 
world first was. welcomed to 
thunderous applause. 

Francis Hoenselaar. the 
world No 1 from the Nether- 
lands. said: “I play in Rotter- 
dam’s Super League and I’m 
the only woman so I'm quite 
used to situations like this. But 
the men here may think, she’s 
just a woman - well I think 
they 'If have a surprise." 

ft would be wrong though to 


portray the women as a group 
of feminisis eager io infiltrate the 
game of darts. In fact, said 
Hoenselaar although she is hap- 
py to be here, she would prefer 
the women to have their own 
tournament. “This is a step in the 
right direction, but for the past 
five years we have been cam- 
paigning for our own separate 
competition run alongside the 
men’s championships. Joining 
the two together then was some- 
thing of a surprise." she said. 

England's Mandv Solomon, 
the world No 3, the first woman 
to have thrown a ninc-darl 501 
in competition, added: “It was 
their decision to put the ladies 
in with the men, and to be hon- 
est we’d prefer our own separate 
section of the competition. The 


men are very strong, consistent 
players for us to beat-" 

As for the opposite se?: they 
are more accommodating than 
might have been expected. “I 
think it's wonderful, although 
they’ll he some who will be curs- 
ing the women once they've 
been beaten hy them." George 
Douglas, from Scotland, said. 
"You can't sav they're not ca- 
pable of doing it. they’ve col as 
much chance as us." The view 
from Lancashire was rather 
more patronising. “I think it’s 
a great idea." Sieve Coote said. 
“But I think you'll find that 
some would wish they stayed at 
home with the housework." 

Soon after as Hedman won 
through to the second round 
Coolc’s words took on a more 
prophetic quality. A blue-shin- 
ed belly reached for h is pint and 
rolled his eyes to the ceiling. 
“Please God give them their own 
charapionsltips." he muttered. 


Newcastle may face play-off to retain status 


Rugby Union 


Rob Andrew's Newcastle may 
be forced to play off against the 
fifth-placed Courage League 
Division Three team in order 
to retain their Division Two sta- 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Emma Georg? of Australia set a new 
world record ot 4.25 metres (or the 
women's pote vault at a meeting In Met- 
boume yesterday, beating me marv, of 
4 set ty Sun Ca^yun of China ear- 

tier this month. 

, Awards 

Jonathan Edwards, Britain's tnoie jump 
world record-holder, is the Cadsberg Tet- 
ley Sportswrltefs' Association of Great 
Britain Sportsman of me Ifeat The golfer. 
Laura Daws, won the women's award. 

Badminton 

WORLD GRAND MX (Singapore) Second 

MHerwwtoM* Mdonl 18-17 15-12. Braup fc 
A &J0. Kusurra (Won) a iiitt Ptma (Tan e 
15 15- 11 IS-* * VWranoB Bnflonl M P R» 
irusren pern 17-14 iS3. Sw toko 
Supraao (taaoni M J van D>)K (NaiM 15-2 1&. 
6. Gnxn D: HemanWn Soseao [Indent 0J One 
EM Ha* (MstayJ 4-15 
Uraen(Deni BtHHendiawr Ondoil 15-10 15- 
KWD«n tOvna) 
M ttsakn Man Uapafl 11-7 U-* 


Basketball 

NBA: Heron 100 Drool 96: ttana 106 
Pnbd«igra81:Cr)«lnratt5NwYdftl05;Sar 
Anfcmo 106 U tappers 8ft ****1X2 Goto- 
en Saw 98; LA lawn 107 Ptwenn 98. 

Bowls 

CIS SCOT18H MASTERS (CMtfartdMJ Se«(- 
faaie; P Coniar Mdoftanl W A BW lco* 

art) 5-7 7-4 7-3; D Peacock (MOBonanl K 0 
Mtfet iCumeemeiJd) 1-7 B-6 7-5. 


Mite Tyson, the former world heavy- 
weight champion, will fight Buster 
Maths Jnron 16 Deoemher n Ratedd- 
phla'5 Spectrum arena after the New 
Jersey Casino Control Commission 

baned the fight from taking place in A!- 

fantic Oty. 


The World Banng Association light 
heavyweight challenge by Sletan 
Angehm. of Switzerland, against Virgil 
Hfll. the American champion, may be 
called ott after two sponsors have with- 
drawn. The bout is scheduled for 8 De- 
cember. 

Cricket 

SHEFFIELD SHJ£LD Firsi dor- Bntbama: 
Western VSTWV! no [A acna 
lard 1*4 ta 3 iT Bosby MeMfe: Vic- 

una 297 IG Wnom 7* M Harmy -J-S4i. Sou* 
Aisaata ?5 for 0. 

ENBUMD IMMEKS TEAM (TWnl onetteyfet- 
tamaUm! v India. Patia. totenrh * Smitnet 
imoj. B tiaraefc i«e-caB0. H Ptonmer. S Met- 
caffe. J DiamDenain. D Such, h Lang. S Bed- 
lam. J Smn iwfe'. C Taylor. J Sfttwv 13W DJJ.er 
MRnrWt 


Football 

S0UIH MUBBCM SUPBICa* HNALFW teg; 
Mepenoerne LAip 2 Ranwigo iBr) 0. Second 
Jeg to M prayed 6 DecemOer. 
■aoMmoMLraaourgw mo- 

si 2 Ootorma 2 . 

UEFA UMOER-16 CHAAfPtQNSHtPGmv 13: 
Wales 0 Span 3. 

LOAM TRANSFERS: Aney Turner (tuwanft Tot 
tertian BHuddctdeiti: PaJWHaisonilorwFd) 
MRkHesl>ou 0 i id WHtoni. 
AinOWWD S CBgMSEHBJTHBD-WOUHP 
DRMK Nortbetn SeotoR BtecKpcol » Chesto- 
% Id; Cattfle v Bumfer. Vcrf. v tees QtoW. 
Rrsnemam v Lncoin. Southern Section: Pe- 
refiorw©i u Ccidester, STaeiosectfy v Bnfftm. 
Frftwn » Bnstol PoveiK he refold v Nontump- 
lon. Ties id fao otoyed nee^ unvrtenMig 8 7aa 
WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: CocftCcla 
Cop ftmtb round: Arana! 2 Shemekl V>e« 1; 
Aston Vte 1 0«f ft ledOS tm 2 ew*Bum 1, 
Lnnpool 0 Newcastle 1 ; MitfrSesbrau^i 0 Brm- 
ngtiemO:NorMChOBonn4vniws2CDuen- 
D> 1. MaWMsenm SMrtd Soeond round: 
Uene 0 ftmtev 14 Semcon 0 Heietonj L Fa 
l/atbn Trophy row ouaSiytag round retdey. 
Boron UU 2 leeh Tom 0 iBoston UD te name 
G> cnorteyl. kb Loqgue Caftan Trophy hc- 
flad mrafcPDMpanecfcEsKJni one &uea« tens 
Meriogmd Dtthi. Northern Cetaiftes East 
tdopm G» Spmm noift Sent/ 0 Ke«am 0 
laffer erfs Nwh SMW 1 tistt «oi 3. aow 
Mite l aa p w Pramte DMston: TnewnOTte 


tus if they remain bottom of the 
table. 

Next reason Division Two is 
being expanded from 10 to 14 
clubs. But, instead of this guar- 
anteeing Newcastle a place in 
Division Two. (hey may need to 
win a shoot-out in May. 


nnptnl Fed aiatl on tto my Northern Laagre 
Lei Pile Cup third round: F^pieun 2 Seanam 
3 iaf»> eara ttvi; Peienw 1 Euemwc <J 3: iww 
Dr 5 1»* La* 2. PonOca League Flnt Orvtetarr. 
Tranmeie Poveis 1 Manchester Uw ?; wesi 
Btwrwich 0 Cufljy 7. Soeond Division: Barns- 
ley 2 Mersfieid 0: Manchester Coy 0 ft* 0: 
Pstneman 2 Sirtmanc 2 SradSyu OTh 2 hod- 
oersfielo L Thwd Division: Chester 2 Stockport 
5: cnessertehj 4 Dajiffigam i watssB 5 Recreate 
S: lv«an r Sc&rbaougn 0. Postponed: Uraxon 
Cny v Doncaster. Aren Insurance Dornttnation 
First avtskw Mimbledon 2 CMb« lire 1 rar 
Pkjujfi Lane>. SouO’<etrcscn 2 Norwech 2. Sec- 
ond OMsran: Mewpw AFC 1 Canjrt 1; S»ar- 
«e 2 emrav^am 2. leeSM of Wales League 
Cup &r« iwevt Edo*. Vale 1 kner Carcc- 0. ttay- 
ian Cap Quarter-Anak firW ieg-'Ca^dn 1 40- 
tanta Ck Lino 1 bntmaooriait 1. 


AMERICAN EXPRESS TOUR QUAUFY1NC 
SCHOOL (La ManQs Chib, Sp) Loading tNrd- 
neund scores ma or M untasa staMd); 213 

T era* 71 T2 70. 217T U*eys 72 73 72. 21S 
A-M iAlsJ 75 69 TA. 21B D Otmror iUSi 
72 77 70. 220 S Mein 'Sw) 75 7< 7L 22X 
I Tutr.-B IDen? 71 76 74: E-J Smart 75 72 7a. 
232 S EnkssOrt [S«ei 7V 73 70: J MiflS 'Ausl 

69 79 7- 223 P Bares .US1 75 73 75 224 
R Comswo OlSi 76 76 71-. M McKmtey 71 0O 
73: s Snarpe 72 76 76. 225 H Kocn !S»eI 74 
77 7^; f FertHuer .Gert 75 75 75 Srteettd: 
226 S. Blton 77 74 75. 

QREG NORMAN CtASSIC (Sydney) Leading 
fwi-rouod scores (Aw unless stated): 64 
F NoWn LTE. 55 C Pair.-. 66 u Waitu rN2): M 
Cam?oellifC> 67 faracn: S Acoirty: S Bcl- 
forr*-y (GBl SS C £rx; B Fgxafi (1/51: P Se- 
r.or T Price. 69 G Ewns >GBi: I StBrtey: M Can. 

70 J DiflnrtJ; D DuiaFcv (US): G Doda. m tee- 
gn: S Ptssnson: J-lCvcpy <T0: P Pamorinew 
fUey. Selected; 72 G Norman; 73 b jadron 
IO:: 75 S B i t ftan feo n (G8j 

MILLION DOLLAR CHALLENGE (Sun dry; SA) 
Leedbte firtfrmond eoonse: SBC Pawn (USr. 
STcnance »G8 l 71T irtntan (USi: N Pnce (ami. 
72 B Lange 1 iGer): E Els (SA): N Fakk> (GBl 73 
P MiCSei$on 1 US 1 . 74 O Fm<t i5Aj. 75 V 5r«h 
(Bp). 76C Bread itu. 79 C McrtEomew 1 GB 1 . 


Ice hockey 

NHL; PNadsiprw 2 Ana 1 toy; New Jersey 
4 Cocraoo 3 tot): rn Ranff is 5 Brtfaio 3; Tem- 
D a Bey 2 H4.rfartl 2 fat); St Lous 5 Montreal 
4: Aranem 2 Washai&on 2 roD. Calgary 5 San 
Jose 3. C trco&> 2 Vaneev** 2 fot’- 


The National Clubs Associ- 
ation have recommended a 
first-ever play-off in the 
Courage leagues and their sug- 
gestion will be debated by the 
competition’s committee of the 
Rusbv Football Union next 
month. 


Rugby League 

Same- Jon Mather has flown to Australia 
to late up a contract wth a dob there. 
tfiou&rt 1 o be the Western fteds n Penh. 
Mather claims to be a free agrnt after 
disputing his current contract wild 
W igan, who have threatened an in- 
junction against any dub that signs Nm. 
Bruce McGuire. Wamngton's 33-year- 
0 It) Australian forward, yesterday an- 
nounced his retirement through injury. 
McGuire has been straggling twin 
shoulder tmu We- for me fast two months 
and has decided to return to Australia. 

Rugby Union 

Steve Diamond, the Safa hooker, win 
take a two-week suspension after play- 
ing for the North against Western 
Samoa at Huddersfield new Tuesday- Di- 
amond received a second yellow card 
at Gloucester three weeks agp but was 
tokJ to cnoose when to be banned. 
Five Steaua Bucharest plavefs haw been 
banned for two years for attacking a 
touch judge on a train after a match 
against UmverSitatta Bare Mare which 
they tost 6-3. 

LONDON TEAM: WW DMrfonal Cbampioniiihi 
v 5Mft Htott, comoiTov. ZJ0): J i/tan AUra#: 
D Otaaiy tttoteamv. L Smtn, » Craamoek. 
S Reiser: Q CraCDrv, A Genwral tall IMasra: 
S Brown iHartequmsi. S MlttirMI |rtanrai<r^<. A 
Hohms iSaraer&i. A Snov iHtetawrei. M Lan- 
gley t&araetrisi. M Watson WertsQifm. a 
D^ raso (Saracens, am). M WliHo (Wtcspsi 
WEStEM SAMOA TEAM *OS Soitoe tote mote* 
> wrBarote. l a nwriiw. Leicester, 10k VFbik 
B Lima. T Vaega. KTuevnpte, A Tetea; 0 Heum. 
; ri tf w r M Mrfe. 0 wasuau. p fmidu. uan- 
F S SHTft P Lm IC80IL S VWDie. 

NORTH TCAU ICtS Sen** taw match * WoEt- 
on Saoioa,TiioBday S Doe, 1 J30Y- T Sumpun 
(Wea Hflrtepod); S Hufla rOn-r. W Ckeeneaod 
(Harisqu/rel. P Johnson tdma. cam. i MaUnder 
(Saiei; R Utey tStfcl. A Healey (OrreKI. M Hynes 
tnonnairvioni. & Diemond (Sate), M Shelley 
rwes Ksrttepm), a Mchten isoiei. J fmdm 
(Sdai. II C teenroad (Wasssi. N Astunt (Sate). 
C Vyrytn iSatei. teptKMnentc O Sculay Awal«- 
AeUi. H Ryan (Sun. J EmuntMl (Sale). C Baid- 
■mi rwafceNwi. K llerto t (Wcsr Hsniepacfl. R 
Arnold ftewadle Gosfomi. 


Andrew said on hearing, of 
the NCA moves last night: 'it's 
interesting, hut I'm not going to 
read until someone tells us ex- 
actly what the decision is. 

"My view is let’s just leave it 
and cany on playing and then 
see what happens." 


. <*%3*. : :* r, < >jvjt 


Sailing 

Mast damage, caused by a winch np- 
pmgawgy trem ns ftung pari has torefed 
28-ye3r-o)d Samantha Brewster io 
switch ccmrse and sail the 500 miles 
10 Samos, Brazil, for repairs, thus aban- 
doning her attempt to break the 161 - 
day record set by Mite Gokling for sadirg 
the 'wrong way" round the world. 

Snooker 

(TOTAL LIVER ASSURANCE UK CHAMPtON- 
SHtP (Preslixi) Quartet finals: S Hendrv iSwi 
bt H fiorarcy i|[0 3-3. 

Squash 

QATAR INTERNATIONAL MEN'S CHAMPION- 
SWPfDoftsi Quart rtf-fewfe: .smsrtef Wun >P&.' 
bn 0 Jenson 1 Au>.; 17-15 17-15 15-8; £ Mor- 
on ifiuii w 0 Ham'. 'Enr.i 15-14 15-11 15 
liiREVesiruaiwPCiniiWy'^i 12 15 15 13 
17-15 i-15 15-4. Phcfl K M Chalor. 
entry) J5- 1(1 7- is ir -25 15- 12 . 

Swimming 

ftartfsfca van Almsict., of Germany, was 
drsquaiififed at the start of the women's 
100 metres freestyle final at me world 
Short Course Champioriships m Ric- 'Je 
Janeiro yesterday. Judges rated that van 
Aimsck. the favourite tv the race, had 
voluntarily false-storteiJ. 

WORLD SHORT -COURSE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Ho de Janeuo): Hen: 100m butterfly teal: 

1 s 1 Ate iauji sS.'jSres. 2 D Pimanhar :Ruii 
51* 6fi, 3 M Nuri - fa*, 52. W. Women: Mfflm 
fteectyto teat 1 le itnqi rCrenji Mi.Zs&c; 

2 te LhoO iCrMfU' SJ 52; 3 S Voefrfir '.Cer 
54.68. 200m tnittsifty find: 1 S OTtPl tnuv 
2rrm W5 lfeet; 2 Lrj Lirmrn (CTuriiii 2:06.51: 

3 M Jaco&seri iDct.i 2:11-07. 

Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S CHALLENGER 
(Mount Gam bid) Selected Gindca first 
round: L fl hi (GEU ~a S Draks-SracLman 1A1S1 

5- 76-3 6-fc L Jetb rCB! M R VldaL; iHimi 6 3 

6- 3: S iVemeei rfrtbtM Wamwigm /i^bi 6- 2 
6-7 6-1. Stages second round: AM 01 3 Pi- 
teis iAic.i C-l 6-0. 
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Starting next week: a bright new 
sports section every Monday 



SECOND TEST: England ignore local advice and pay early price for choosing to bowl but late run of success res cues decision 

Indefatigable 
Cork leads 
the fightback 











MARTIN JOHNSON 


reports from Johannesburg 
South Attica 278-7 v England 


The consultant groundsman 
here is the former Derbyshire 
player Ashley Harvey-Walker, 
and, as someone who once 
handed his false teeth to the 
square-leg umpire on a partic- 
ularly nasty piece of turf at Bux- 
ton, he knows a thing or two 
about dodgy pitches. 

Yesterday, cocking a not very 
clever deaf 'un to Harvey- 
Walker’s bat-first advice, Eng- 
land themselves came armed to 
the false teeth with four seam 
bowlers, and can count them- 
selves extremely fortunate that 
(hey are not already out of this 
Test match. 

With just over half a session 
to go, South Africa were 211 for 
2 on a pretty near perfect 


batting pitch, but five more wi- 
ckets as the shadows lengthened 
across the Whnderers spared 
England what was threatening 

to be a highly embarrassing first- 
day post-mortem. As it is, the 
home team's 278 for 7 leaves 
the match just about evenly 
balanced. 

Apart from ignoring the 
groundstaff, neither did Eng- 
land appear to be aware of an 
old cricketing proverb in these 
parts; if you wm the toss, don’t 
look at the pitch, look at the sky. 
After the land of weather which 
made you wonder why Johan- 
nesburg was not twinned with 
Venice, yesterday dawned a 
od deal brighter than of 
Tate - and a good deal brighter 
than Michael Atherton’s deci- 
sion to insert the apposition for 
only the second time in bis 26 
Tests as captain. 

Much more hearten in gly, 
England’s fightback came from 


C 


TEST SCOREBOARD 


(Flat day of Aw Engtond won toss) 

SOUTH AFRICA - Fbxt faming* 

A C Hudson c Stewart b Code. 0 

(26 min, 27 baDaJ 


G Kirsten c Russel t> Malcolm „ 
053 min, 241 baBs, 1£ fours} 
*WJ Crorte c Rusaal bCoiK_ 
(76 min, 51 bats, 6 found 
D J CuUnan c tensed b Hek — 
[1B3 rrsn. 128 toils. 10 (bum 

J N Rhodes c Russel b Oak . 

(23 min, 14 bats) 

B N McMHan tow b Cork.. 


~U0 


-35 


-35 


(BAmtn. rotate. 7 faun) 
to J FSchartson c Russefl b Malcolm — 0 
(3 min. 3 tote) 

S M Potock not out 3 

GO mm, 11 MW 

Extra* (M, bl3, w2, nb5) 21 

tetal (tar 7, 378 min, BUS <wor*)__278 
tet: 1-3 (Hudson). 2-74 (CronP*). 3-2U. (CU- 
Onan). 4-221 (Rhodes). 5-280 (KMenJ. 
6-260 (HM iflwton ). 7-278 (Monfflafl). 
TottehC E aotevi. M W Pik^e, A AttaraW. 


Bm iM Ootfe27J5-6-74-4 (r*3) (9-3-14-1, 
7-1.25-1, 3-1-94, 4-1-9- 1, 4.5-0-17-1); 
MakOhn IB-S-42-2 (6-3-16-0, 5-0-22-0, 
5-2-4-Zt fever IB-5-46-0 (j*l2) (5-2-16-0. 
5-2-90, 6-1-21-0); fintfi 15-2-64-0 (nhl. 
w2) (3-0-21-0. 7-2-26-0, 50-17-0); Hick 
15-138-1 (50-140, 3000, 50-14-1, 
2-1-40). 

P ro wir 5fc 90 mm, 19J. own. Lunch: 
752 (Natan 34.CtOran Q> 27 overs. IflOe 
147 min, 33£ oven. ISO: 205 rt*v 48 oven. 
Tea: 186-2 Qfcsten 76, Cutesn 63) 58 wens. 
200: 258 mm, fi£4 own. 250: 329 mm, 
7&S twos. New bate 80 ouars at Sl-4. 
XhtHk 50: 143 mh. 97 beds, 10 bus. 
IDO: 278 mm, 196 bate, IS fbun. 
Crffoan's SQc 109 min. 87 bate. 7 Jours. 
BKUIND: *M A Atherton. A J Stewart. M R 
Rampratash, GP Thorpe. GA Hck. R A South, 
tRC Ruaul. DGOnk. □ Gough, A RC Raa- 
ar. D E Malcolm. 

UnaheKDB Hair and KEUebenbag. 

TO Replay Umpire: REKoertzca 
Match Referee: C H Uayri. 


combination of a cricket team 
which has learned how to guts 
it out in a crisis, and a bowler 
in Dominic Cork who has an 
increasing ability to pull rabbits 
from hats- Cork has a picture 
of Tan Botham on his mantle- 
piece at home, but it is almost 
getting to the stage when it 
ought to be the other way 
around. 

There was rarely a time when 
Cork did not have the ball in his 
hand yesterday, although having 
viewed the efforts of his other 
bowlers, Atherton did not need 
much persuading when Cork 
was busy pooh-poohing the idea 
of lairing a breather. 

Having taken the first two 
wickets before lunch, Cork 
picked up two more with the 
second new ball, and with Eng- 
land having gambled on Devon 
Malcolm in preference to 
Richard Illingworth, Malcolm 
finally repaid their faith with two 
late wickets of his own. 

It was a curious start to the 
day, in that Malcolm began 
with three maiden overs. “Mal- 
colm, is coining on from the golf 
course end,” boomed the an- 
nouncer, which appeared to be 
a recipe for a senes of hooks 
and slices and frantic cries of 
“fore”, but it was Darren 
Gough who was all over the 
place in the early stages, 
spanked for 21 off his first 
three overs. 

Before then, however, Cork 
had dismissed Andrew Hudson 
for a seven over duck in a way 
which once again em phfon.wl 
his propensity for the unusual. 
As Cork and the entire slip 
cordon screamed for an lbw 
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Head down for Hansies Cronje departs for the pavflkxi as Robin Smith leaps to congratulate Dominic Cork 
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Thursday’s Solution 
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ACROSS 

I Reject material presented 
to nniveisity by London 
school (7) * 

5 Justify printing in French of 
scurrilous verse (7) 

9 So missing schoolgirl sound- 
ed distraught? Could be os- 
tracism (4-11) 

10 Not up to a qualification in 
education (4) 

II like a movie that's some- 
what dirty? (5) 

12 Container for liquids used 
tybreway (4) 

IS Carwhich revei 


reverses m si- 
lence is of least value (7) 

16 Sinrnle bridge system, yet 
problematic for one of the 
lower orders? (7) 

17 A point spumed by Union- 
ist as unrealistic (7) 

19 Place to reside for a bit in 
,, *?“**• “aybe? (7) . . 

21 Force away into British 

* (4) 


22 Understands man’s been 6 

abandoned by the legal pro- 
fession (5) 7 

23 Shock as announcement fi- 
nally appears in paper (4) 8 

26 Goa-fomken outpost taken 

in by artist’s whirlwind jaunt 13 

27 Lrformafion path where 
you’ll find German article 14 
about prohibition (7) 

28 Defendant condemned af- 17 

ter juror’s finally withdrawn 
(7) IS 

DOWN 19 

1 Recover by miracle, per- 
haps? C7) 20 

2 He study’s very antiquated 

3 fetaful cut fca: city’s hospi- 24 

tal (4) 25 

4 Number one priority (7) 

5 Detective Inspector left 
with novel problem (7) 


Children spend time with 

duke (4) 

Places for boarders joining 
rather of two classes (7, 8) 
Warning by opponent not 
without point (2, 5) 
f!h mTpi mican on system in- 
volves one in climbing tree 
(1-4) 

Name of man who’s with 
BiD? (5) 

Not daunted by implication 
of fnzdcaxa instruction? (7) 
Novelty causing cyst to 
come up on top of head (7) 
Drink drunk before meal? 
(4.3) 

Nurse applied to Yorkshire 
Water - given a secure job 

Run through son’s bin (41 

Private investigator probu _ 
financial centre - it’s a Ions' 
Story (4) 


decision, the ball floated to 
Alec Stewart in the gully, and 
Hudson was given out caught 
off bat and pad. 

Zt was Cork again who re- 
moved the dangerous looking 
Hansie Cronje just before 
hmch, caught behind off a good 
away swinger, but in the after- 
noon session, Gary Kirsten and 
Daiyil Cullinan clocked up 
110 more runs without being 
parted. 

The fact that they should 
have been parted- reduced 
Gough to something close to 
apoplexy during a spell in 
which he four times found the 


outside edge of Cullinan’sbat, 
and all he had to show for it 
were three fours and a dropped 
catch from Jack RussclL The 
wicketkeeper got both hands to 
the ball - as did Gough to his 
head as he sank to his knees in 
frastratioa 

Russell made belated amends 
when C ullm an's thin edge off 
Graeme Hick ended a partner- 
ship of 137 in 42 ovec& but the 
left-handed Kirsten went on to 
complete his maiden Tkst cen- 
tmy m his29th innings. 

The fact that most of his runs 
either came from leg-side glides 
or .fierce off-drives was a fair 


indication of England's inability 
to bowl on one side of the 
wicket Another pointer to the 
sort of day England were 
having was the nrnnber of times 
the ball came towards their 
least athletic fielder; and Angus 
Fraser hauling himself back to 
his feet to rub dirt off his flan- 
nels proved to be one of the 
day’s more common sights. 

.. However, all this changed 
after tea, beginning with a 
hopeless stroke by Jonty 
Rhodes at an innocuous ball 
from Cork. Rhodes’ presence in 
this team represents one of 
South Africa’s keener sporting 


debates, and the odds on him 
still being in the side by the end 
of this series are pretty long. 

When England took the sec- 
, and new ball, they would prob- 
ably have settled for gefiing 
Kirsten, caught behind to a 
tired prod at Malcolm, who 
by this time had reverted from 
his unfamiliar economy model 
to the more recognisable ma- 
ture of occasionally stunning 
pace, and even more stunning 
maccncaqr. . ' , 

David Richardson provided 
Malcohn with his second wicket 
in four balls with an eyes-dosed 
flinch ■ that resulted in a 
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DB proceedings \vill not affect 
Venables during championships’ 


Football 


DAVID HELLiER 

Terry Venables’ solicitor, lan 
Buxton, said yesterday that the 
England coach’s preparation 
for the European Champion- 
ship this summer would not be 
affected tty the Department of 
Trade and Industry's decision to 
start proceedings to disqualify 
him as a director. 

Burton said any hearing 
against the England coach was 
unlikely to be heard frilly until 
the autumn of next year or the 
beginning of 1997. “Anything 
that may happen before then, 
including preparatory hearings, 
will not require Mr Venables to 
spend any time with me, or in 
court,” Burton said. 

His comments came after 
Caking advice from the Treasury 
Solicitor’s Department, which 
wrote to Venables a few days 
ago informing of the disquali- 
fication proceedings and the de- 
cision not to prosecute him 
with criminal offences. 

The Football Association yes- 
terday remained faithful to the 
England coach in spite of the lat- 
est controversy over his business 
dealings. “The position remains 
unchanged. He remains as 
coach of the England football 
team,” a spokesman said. 

Following an 18-month in- 


itio n, the DTI informed 
that disqualification 
.are to start against 
in connection with hxs di- 
rectorship of Scribes West, 
Edennote, a company now in 
liquidation, Tottenham Hot- 
spur and Tbctenham Hotspur 
Football and Athletic Gub. 

The DTI declined to corn- 


makes you unfe to be conadered 
in the management of a com- 
pany and that it is expedient in 
the public interest that a dis- 


r. 


1 


Venables: DTI inquiry 

xnent yesterday, even as to the 
existence of an inquiry, although 
its officers sent letters to Ven- 
ables and his associate, Eddie 
Ashby, in the past few days. 

One of the letters^ from An- 
drew Leithead, the assistant 
treasury solicitor, to \fenaHes, 
contains the following: “It ap- 
pears to the Secretary bi State 
that your conduct as adsector 
of the above named compames 


tion order should be 
made against you.” 

Another letter, however, 
dears Venables of any criminal 
offences. “On the basis of tbe in- 
formation presently available to 
us, the DTI does not propose to 
bring proceedings against you in 
connection with criminal of- 
fences under section 447 of the 
Financial Services Act 1986 
concerning: Edennote, Tbtten- 
ham Hotspur pfc and Tbttenham 
Hotspur Football and Athletic 
Gob and in connection with of- 
fences of Aiding and Abetting 
under section 11 of the Com- 
pany Directors Disqualification 
Act 1986 concerning Scribes 
West Ltd, Tbttenham Hotspur 
and Tbttenham Hotspur Riot- 
ball and Athletic Gob.” 

If the DTTs disqualification 
action is successful, Venables 
could be barred &Ora bdqg afdi- 
nsetor for up to 15 years. It is 
believed thealle^atjons against 
him in relation toTtittenham re- 


in breaefeof Football 
rules. In relation to Scribes 
Wfest, the charges are believed 
to relate to trading when "the 
company was insolvent, al- 
though yesterday it was point- 
ed out that he invested £500,000 


of his own money in the com- 
pany. The charge in relation to 
Edramote is bebeved to concern 
wrongful accounting 

Venables denies all charges 
aiidsafcLyesterday that he would 
await with interest to see 
whether any prosecutions might 
follow against past or present di- 
rectars at Tbttenham. “There 
have been various offences in re- 
lation to Football League regu- 
lations which have been highly 
publicised, many of which must 
also be breaches of other regu- 
latory bodies. I find ft very hard 
to understand why I am singled 
out in regard to natters con- 
cerning Tottenham,” he said. Tbt- 
tenbam have already been fined 
£L5m as a result of making 
£500,000 unrecoverable loans to 
players and as arssuftfof befog 
involved in three questionable 
transfix transactions. 

Venables’ dose business as- 
sociate, Eddie Ashby, has been 
informed that he is to be pur- 
- sadd for potential crimmai of- 
fences relating to his alleged 
part in the management of 
three companies, .Scribes West 
and the .two' Tbttenham com- 
panies, while being an undis- 
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who intends to fight , 
the charges in court, said yea** 
terday that from late Angast 

1993 the Tbttenham board #a$ 
aware of iris’ 

Jn September l992 his! 
pbmbnent was 
front of the company’s 


Burwell’s 
£lm bid 
for Saints 

Rugby Union 


Keith Barwefl, a mifiionairc 
businessman, has bunched a 
£lm bid to buy Northampton - 
with the promise of more mon- 
ey to come. The runaway 
Courage League Second DM- 
son leaders’ 24500 members will 
be asked at an extraordinary 
general meeting on IQ Decem- 
ber to support the takeover, 
already has tbe 
of tbe dub captain, Tim 
the director c? rugby, fan 
MoGeedan. and die committee, 
most of whom were involved in 
the 1988 revolution which swept 
the old guard out of power. 

“I haws given the chil? certain 
assurances that they , will have 
the right to buy badr &e con- 
trolling interest, of jpe dub,” 
Barwell said. 

“In the future I addi- 
tional sums of moaeybeing re- 
quired. 

I believe this Bate Goal brick 
the wall which malms us 
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financial help in 
_ 'era. 

Saracens, tbe First Division 
fob', were last month boosted 
Jr&£L5m injection from a lo- 
businessman and Sir John 
i pumped millions of 
into Second Division 
le. 

may face pby-off, 
page 31 
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